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Events  

Diary 

 Saturday 14 October 12.00 
for 12.30 pm 
Welfare Fund Fish & Chips 
Lunch, at the Portcullis Club 
Come and enjoy a traditional 
lunch followed by a talk. All 
proceeds to the Branch Welfare 
Fund. Admission: £7.50 per 
person / Raffle tickets: £1.00 
each.  
To register please call Vera 
Harvey on 01883 344145, or 
email vera.harvey@kenley-
rafa.org.uk 

 Sunday 12 Nov 10.45 am 
Remembrance Day –  
Church Service at 10.45 am , 
afterwards at the Tribute. 
Join us as we remember the 
fallen at St. Luke’s Church, 
Whyteleafe and the Kenley 
Tribute on the airfield. Services 
and wreath-laying. 

 Thursday 14th December 
Veteran’s Christmas Lunch at 
the Old Coulsdon Centre 
Contact Vera (above) for details.  
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Message from Branch  

Chairman David Meanwell 

Dear reader, 
It’s been a busy and successful summer for our branch this year.  Our 
membership is healthy and growing, not least due to the efforts of the 
hard-working bar volunteers in the Club signing people up.  Fundraising 
has also been going well this year; for example we raised just over 
£500 for the Wings Appeal at the Sky Heroes event on the airfield, 
organised by the Kenley Airfield Friends Group (KAFG) and the Kenley 
Revival Project. 
In August, as has become a RAFA tradition, we laid a wreath at the 
Tribute on the airfield on the Sunday nearest to the Hardest Day.  For a 
time it looked as though we would be denied a flypast from the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) as all their Merlin engine aircraft had 
been grounded due to an engine fault.  So it was doubly special have 
BBMF Spitfire PS915 make several passes over the memorial. 
More recently the new RAFA memorial plaques were dedicated at St. 
Luke’s, Whyteleafe during the Battle of Britain Sunday service.  (See 
the photographs elsewhere in this newsletter.)  Thanks to Hartmut, Mike 
and the Reverend Tim for all their hard work to make this happen. 
Each of the above reflect the good relationships we have locally with St. 
Luke’s, the Air Cadets, KAFG and the Revival Project.  Working 
together helps us to raise the profile of our charity and the work we do, 
to increase our membership and our fundraising.  I’m pleased to report 

that, as part of this, the Reverend Tim Goode and KAFG chairman Alan 
Morgan have recently become members of our branch committee. 
I hope you are able to enjoy this season of “mists and autumn 

fruitfulness” and, as ever, if you need our help we’re only a phone call 

or an email away. 

Phone: 020 86449715 
Email: aviation.history@talktalk.net David Meanwell 

Download
Victor Beamish Avenue
Caterham
CR3 5FX
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Portcullis Club News 
Since the last Newsletter, there have been quite a few 
changes to the Portcullis Club and if you have not been to the 
Club lately, you are in for a pleasant surprise. The marquee 
that was alongside the clubhouse has now been placed on a 
tarmac base and is carpeted with astro-turf throughout. A full 
size bar is now installed and there is space for events under 
cover when the weather is fine. Behind the marquee, Phil 
Holmes has cleared away all the weeds and debris to uncover 
the original tarmac surrounding the club during its occupation 
by the R.A.F. He has created flower borders and installed 8-
seater picnic tables all of which gives a quiet secluded area for 
members and families to enjoy a drink and a chat on fine days.  
The new marquee and outdoor area, aptly nicknamed, the 
‘Centre Court’, has been much used during the summer when our various events took place. The club was 
booked by the Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Club in August with many riders coming from as far away as 
Guernsey; they thoroughly enjoyed their long weekend at the Portcullis and will be back next year. 
Our regular events, the Kenley & Caterham Hot Rod Car and Bike Show were well attended as was the Sky 
Heroes day and Battle of Britain Memorial Sunday. These events need plenty of time to plan and organise 
and much thanks is due to our band of enthusiastic volunteers 
who so willingly give of their time. 
Our next big event is Guy Fawkes Bonfire Night on the 4th 
November. The Club will be open from 7pm with the usual 
huge bonfire, firework display, and selection of hot food. This 
year there will be a nominal entry charge to cover the cost of 
the fireworks but the display will be bigger and better than 
ever! Details will posted on the website and the Portcullis 
News Facebook page. 
Our Club is, as always, a warm and welcoming place to spend 
a Sunday afternoon or a Tuesday evening, as we head 
towards the short days of winter. 
Best Wishes 

Ron Aspinwall    Club Chairman 

Airmen Memorials at St Luke’s  
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The ‘Centre Court’ 

The ‘RAF Kenley Bar’ 

In our February 2017 newsletter we reported 
on our successful fundraising for the new 
plaques to be placed inside St Luke’s church. 

The memorials were commissioned earlier this 
year and fitted on both sides of the high altar 
at St Luke’s in early September. Fittingly, at 
this year’s Battle-of-Britain commemorations 
the plaques were dedicated by Reverend Tim 
Goode. The photo shows the dignitaries in 
front of the memorials after the service and 
dedication. We are now preparing a reception 
at St Luke’s in December to which the donors 
who made the memorials possible will be 
invited to say "thank you" and to give them an 
opportunity to have a viewing of the completed 
work. 



 

 

 

Welfare Report 
  

On the 28 September we enjoyed a 
delicious three course lunch at the 
Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired 
to commemorate the Battle of 
Britain.  

Unfortunately a few of our older 
members had to cancel due to ill 
health. We wish them better soon. 
A great time was had by 34 
members. Iris and her helpers did a 
wonderful job in decorating the 
room and tables, preparing and 
serving the food and drinks and 
generally looking after everyone. 

Margaret Thiry entertained us on the piano and we all enjoyed a good sing song to some of the old 
favourites. 
Rev Tim Goode performed a wonderful service at St Lukes church at the dedication of the two plaques with 
the names of all personnel who gave their lives serving our country in the Royal Air Force. It was so nice 
that Hartmut and Evelyn were able to come over from Germany to attend the service particularly as Hartmut 
had raised a large sum of money for the project. 
Later they were presented with a stunning crystal bowl to thank them for all their hard work throughout their 
time with RAFA. They are missed. 
We have a group of people going to Princess Marina House for respite break 17 October for one week. 
These holidays are very popular. If you want to know more about Princess Marina House please contact 
me. You don't need to wait till the group go. 
We hold our coffee mornings on the last Thursday of the month at the Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired. 
It is a one storey building opposite the Tudor Rose row of shops. The post code: CR5 1EH. We meet from 
10.15-12 noon. It is possible to stay for lunch if you wish. If you need a lift let me know. 
We are having a fish and chips lunch at the 
Portcullis Saturday 14 October 2017. Time will 
be 12 for 1230. We have delicious fish and 
chips from Eamon with his mobile cafe. We 
have a raffle and Speaker. The price is £7.50. 
We are nearly full. If you wish to reserve a 
place please contact me 

My details are, email: harvey.vera@gmail.com. 
Phone: 01883 344145. 

Please don't hesitate to call me if you are in 
need of help or would like to come to the 
coffee mornings or are interested in a holiday. I 
will do what ever I can to help. 

I hate to mention the word but Christmas is 
fast approaching. Look in your Newsletter to see what is being planned. 

Best regards to all.       Vera Harvey.     HWO RAFA Kenley and Caterham Branch. 
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Wings Appeal Activities 
  

Well, I have survived so far but thanks to all those 
excellent volunteers who assist in very many ways 
with Wings. 

The Fish & Chip lunch and talk in June was very 
successful with a good number of attendees.  On the 
1st July it was the Old Coulsdon Village Fair in Grange 
Park.  Luckily it was a lovely sunny day for this 
popular event so it was well supported.  The ‘Lucky 

Air Base’ was as busy as ever particularly with the 

children.  Excellent idea by its inventors – Brian Ford 
and Hartmut Klein. 

We had a stall at the City of London Archaeology Day 
at the airfield but unfortunately it was not well attended due to the inclement weather although we had a few 
brave customers.   

On the 6th August the Club invited us to have a stall at their ‘Open Day’ and we were very busy with lots of 

people interested and takings were more than the Fair in July. 

The car Show in the Portcullis field on the 2nd 
August organised by the Club did very well.  
Lots of interest again shown in our Wings stall.  
Unfortunately we ran out of ducks (the bath 
type) with lots of older children purchasing them 
particularly the red ones. 

Preparations were well in hand prior to the 
above for the Sky Heroes Day on the 10th 
September where apart from the Wings stall we 
ran the cakes, hot drinks and wine raffle.  We 
were kept very busy and by 5pm had sold most 
of the cakes.  An excellent fund-raiser which 
again was well supported. 

The Wings collection 
started on the 8th September with volunteers at Sainsburys store in Selsdon 
followed on the 9th September by the Cadets from 66 Squadron.  13th September 
was at Upper Warlingham Station. 

Street collections were 15th September with volunteers in Caterham, 16th September 
were Cadets from 450 Squadron also in Caterham with 285 collecting in Coulsdon 
Town on the 16th.  In addition to the above one of our older Veterans with friends 
collected at Sainsburys Crystal Palace on the 13, 14 & 16 September. 

A tremendous effort by all those marvellous people who stood and collected despite 
some with health problems.  My very grateful thanks to all of you. 

We may be able to hold a fund-raising event in the Autumn/early winter but more 
information later. 

Cynthia Roach      Wings Organiser      020 8668 3408   or   cynthia.roach104@gmail.com 
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Wings Stall on the Portcullis field 

Verona, Mike and Kirstie at the 
Old Coulsdon Grange Park Fair 

Air Cadets of 285 Squadron 



 

 

 

Kenley Revival Project Update 
Sky Heroes Day 2017 

Thanks to all that attended the biggest Kenley Revival 
Project event; Sky Heroes Day on the 10th of September on 
Kenley airfield. We had re-enactors, heritage vehicles and 
displays, a Hurricane flypast, a land train, replica aircraft and 
much more (including lots of tasty new food and drink 
stalls!). We are confident that we achieved our target of 
engaging 5000 visitors to the site which means we also met 
our targets of engaging the public with Kenley’s WW2 

heritage. Thanks to the hard work of our staff and volunteers 
we have received lots of positive feedback and the event 
was reported in local and national press, including a live TV 
interview with ‘London Live’ that filmed from the airfield 

and  BBC Radio London interview earlier in the week. We 
are developing our events programme for next year; join the 
newsletter at kenleyrevival.org to keep up to date with 
project progress. 

Education volunteers nominated for a ‘Team London’ 

Award 

Our education volunteers have worked really hard all year to 
help develop and deliver our education resources and events 
for key stage 2 and 3 students, from workshops and tours to 
a week-long Learning Festival event with over 850 learners 
in attendance! For their outstanding contribution they have 
been nominated by the Learning and Volunteer Manager for 
a Team London volunteer award for the ‘Culture in London’ 

category! 

The annual Team London Awards ceremony celebrates the 
individuals, teams and corporate volunteers who are making 
outstanding contributions to their communities and helping to 
make London the best city it can be. The Awards ceremony 
will take place on 6 November 2017 at City Hall, where all  
shortlisted nominees will join Team London's celebrity ambassadors and VIP guests. 
 

Amy Todd, Learning and Volunteer Officer / Kenley Revival Project 
Open Spaces and Heritage Department | City of London Corporation 
01372 279 083 (Ext ) 6639     /    Mob 07702820848 
amy.todd@cityoflondon.gov.uk      /     http://www.kenleyrevival.org 
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BRANCH PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT 
The Branch Committee recently gave some thought as to how we could show our appreciation to those 
veterans who have given exceptional service to the branch over the years.  It was agreed to do this through 
the awarding of five honorary life memberships and to appoint a President and Vice-President.  All of this 
will need to be agreed by our members at the AGM. 

The five members being proposed are:  

 

        Les Benson             Audrey Eldridge            Bert Fane              Ken Raffield            Mike Roach  

We will be proposing Audrey as our new President and Bert as our Vice-President.  Below we summarise 
the work that Audrey and Bert have undertaken for the Branch over the years.  In the next edition we’ll look 

at Les, Ken and Mike’s RAFA biographies. 
 

Audrey grew up in Caterham and joined the WAAF in World War 2.  After 
the War had ended some of the local ex-RAF chaps decided that they 
wanted to form a RAFA Branch at Kenley.   Audrey was a friend of one of 
them and began working with them to establish our Branch. By 1947 there 
were enough members and Branch 661 was formed.  

From the outset, Audrey was heavily involved in establishing, running and 
strengthening the Branch, being involved in street collections and various 
other activities including Welfare. 

Audrey served on the Branch Committee and served three terms as Branch 
Chairman, twice in the 1980s and then a term of over ten years commencing 
in the 1990s until handing over to Mike Roach around eight years ago. 

 

In World War 2 Bert signed up in the RAF as Bomber Command Aircrew.  
Not long after completing training Bert, his fellow crew members and their 
Lancaster were transferred to Coastal Command.  Bert was a Caterham 
resident and, after the War, joined the newly formed local RAFA Branch.  
He served on the Branch Committee as Membership Secretary. 

In 2006 Bert took on the job of Club Chairman, overseeing various 
improvements to the Portcullis Club, including the installation of accessible 
toilets for the disabled.  He was also involved when the surviving members 
of 615 Squadron held their annual meetings at the Club.  From 1946 Bert 
has been a loyal member and tireless supporter of the Branch and the Club. 
 

Your Committee is certain that you will agree that each of the above is more than worthy of the honours we 
wish to bestow on them. 

In the next newsletter we will be taking a look at the RAFA biographies of Les, Ken and Mike. 
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Anglo-German Service of Remembrance 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Battle-of-Britain Remembrance Service at St Luke’s Whyteleafe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gwen Smedley provided this information: On 10 November from 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm as part of their 
community work, Pinks Funeral Directors will be hosting afternoon tea at St. Luke's in Whyteleafe. RAFA 
members are invited and, if you would like to go please let Gwen Smedley know as soon a possible on 
01883 380 604. 
The event is free and Pinks will pick you up from and return you to your home. There will be tea, coffee, 
cakes etc. and music and singing for all to join in (or not!). Gwen will need to provide them with names, 
addresses and telephone numbers. They will probably ring you on the day to confirm transport 
arrangements. 
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For the third time now Hartmut and Evelyn attended the Anglo-German Service of Remembrance in St 
Nicholas Churchyard on Thorney Island. As reported in previous issues of this newsletter it all came about 
because the number of German veterans was dwindling. There was a concern that this tradition could not 
be upheld and so , in 2014 , a call of duty came via RAFA Bognor Regis to RAFA Kenley & Caterham to 
send their German members to attend. Luckily not only we but also a contingent of German officers 
stationed at a NATO academy in England committed to help to continue this annual ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dedication of the new Airmen Memorials inside St Luke’s formed a major part of this year’s traditional 
BoB Thanksgiving Service. Following the service the wreath-laying ceremony at the war graves of Airmen 
Corner in St Luke’s Churchyard took place. 
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Battle-of-Britain Parade on Kenley Airfield 
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BoB Sunday’s remembrance concluded with the parade and 

commemoration at the Tribute on Kenley Airfield. Here are 
few impressions of the afternoon. 


