
Wb 

 

next newsletter due mid October  
until then get updates from our website 

www.kenley-rafa.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events  

2014 

 

 at a glance 
 

 Sun 20th August, 1:00 p m 
Kenley Tribute 
The Hardest Day  
Commemorating the events of 
1940 with a wreath-laying 
ceremony 

 Sun 10th September, 12:00 
noon to 5: p m 
Kenley Airfield 
Sky Heroes Day  
More details inside.  

  Sun 17th September, 1:00 p m 
St. Luke’s Church, Whyteleafe 
& Kenley Tribute 
Battle of Britain Sunday  
Services and wreath-laying 
ceremonies.  Times and details will 
be on our website nearer the day. 

  Sat  14th October, 12:00 noon 
RAFA Portcullis Club 
Fish n’ Chips Lunch (Welfare) 
Admission: £7.50  
To register please call Vera Harvey 
on 01883 344145 

Events  

Diary 

at a glance Dear reader, 
The Branch recently received some updated security advice from 
the RAF Association Head Office. In the light of the recent terrorist 
attacks this was both timely and unsurprising. We all need to be 
aware of our immediate surroundings and to notice, and report, 
anything suspicious or out of the ordinary. 

On a much brighter note, we are now in the middle of the “events” 

part of the year with the airfield being the site for a number of these 
this year. You can read more about them in the diary column 
opposite and throughout the pages of this newsletter.      

If you have access to the Internet you might like to take a look at 
our new website at www.kenley-rafa.org.uk. This is a work in 
progress and your comments and suggestions will be welcomed. 

Finally, a word about the main reason we’re here; to provide 
friendship, help and support to current and former members of the 
RAF and their dependants. We’re working to make ourselves more 

widely known in the local community so that those who might need 
us know we’re here. Part of this is increasing our membership. We 
are open to all (not just RAF and ex-RAF) so if you know someone 
who might like to join our friendly ranks tell them about us!  

Phone: 020 86449715       Email: david.meanwell@kenley-rafa.org.uk 
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Portcullis Club News 
It seems to me that during the last six months, the 
Club has become a busier place, particularly on a 
Sunday afternoon. I think there is a greater 
awareness of the Club’s existence among the local 
population thanks to the presence of the Kenley 
Revival Project, the Kenley Airfield Friends Group, 
and our own Club events. 

We are improving our facilities in order to 
accommodate more members and guests. Most 
noticeable of these improvements this year is the 
re-siting of the marquee. This now stands on a solid 
base and is positioned so as to give a wider frontage facing the field. We will have room to accommodate 
stalls and traders under cover at our public events; there will also be an outside bar to take the pressure off 
the bar inside the club. 
The kitchen refurbishment is now complete and incorporates a hob, 
oven, and fridge/freezer plus three sinks, as required for a hygiene 
certificate.  
As well as numerous private event bookings at the Club this summer, 
we have an Open Day planned when members of the public will be 
invited in, to see what the Club is all about. The aim of this is to 
increase our membership.  
This year will see the 4th Annual Kenley & Caterham Hot Rod Car & 
Bike Show, plus Heritage Day, and The Indian Motorcycle Riders 
Club Weekend. These public events bring in much needed revenue 
which will enable your committee to improve our facilities. This in turn 
will lead to more contributions going to RAFA which is our main aim. 
Please check our Noticeboard in the entrance hall for details of all events taking place this summer. 
None of this activity would be possible without the dedicated team of volunteers who regularly give of their 
own time to open the club and run the bar at private events, maintain the premises and surroundings by 
cutting hedges and grass, planting window boxes, and cleaning and maintain the Club interior. A big Thank 
you to all of you! 

Ron Aspinwall 
Club Chairman 
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The marquee in its new position 

The new ‘Relief Bar’ 

Thanks to David Meanwell we 
now have a brand-new website! 

He is still working on it but it’s 

worth taking a minute to see 
what’s already there. 



 

 APFIELHLBIBODOELBICK
 ABOLBKDMHCAONNFEDOFK
 AIHOEACPMPBNBACFEPFK
 AAHPEAODNFIIEEKHEIIK
 AAOOKCGIKGMAGKGGICMK

S000N

P
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
2
/
3



 

 

 

Wings Appeal Activities 
  

Auf Wiedersehen / See you again! 
The last ‘Brew for the Few’ organised by Hartmut and Evelyn took place on Saturday, 8th April 2017. More than 50 people 
made their way to the Portcullis Club to bid farewell to our longstanding newsletter editor and Wings Appeal organiser. 
Lovely sunshine was the hallmark of the day and so the ‘Brew’ and Evelyn’s homemade cakes were enjoyed equally 
inside in the function room as well as outside on the patio in front of the club. Hartmut’s brief slideshow explaining ‘How 
on earth can WE leave Kenley for Neu-Anspach’ was well received by the audience. In fact, a repeat of the presentation 
was necessary as the function room was to small for all attendees at the same time. Hartmut showed during his 
presentation that Neu-Anspach – located near Frankfurt/Main – resembles Kenley in many ways. Most importantly both 
boast an airfield with busy glider activity. More shared features are the proximity to a metropolis and their situation in a 
sought after leafy and hilly area….. Our former chairman Mike Roach expressed his thanks to Evelyn and Hartmut for 
their outstanding contribution to our Branch and presented Evelyn with a lovely bouquet of flowers. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Saturday 10th June / Fish & Chip Lunch at the Portcullis Club 
This was the second Saturday lunch this year the first being for Welfare organised by Vera last April and 
this one by Cynthia the new Wings Organiser taking over from Evelyn who with Hartmut have now 
returned to Germany. The day turned out to be warm and sunny arriving at 10.30am to prepare and set 
the tables for the 29 booked for the lunch. Thanks to Kirstie a speaker was found the first two choices 
both unavailable one away sailing and the other flying. The speaker was a gentleman by the name of 
John Thorpe who had an interesting business life in Civil Aviation. Due to his job he was fortunate 
enough to travel extensively and on numerous occasions up front with the crew. The talk was not too 
long or technical and went down very well. Thanks to John for agreeing to attend at short notice. 
As always there was a raffle in which we made £90.00 for wings, a good start. Throughout the summer 
there are a number of events and collections planned so do please help if you can.   
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those 
who helped on the day and in particular Gwen and 
Michael who manned the bar, Maggie, Kirstie not 
forgetting Pat Sims and her helpful granddaughters. 
It has been decided, with regret, to cancel the Fish & 
Chip lunch planned for the 19 August as it appears 
there will be quite a few of our regulars away and the 
Fish & Chip gentleman is now insisting on a greater 
number than we could achieve. Do please support 
Vera’s Welare one on the 14 October. 
There will be store and street collections coming soon 
and the Heritage Day on the 10 September. 

Cynthia Roach    Wings Appeal Organiser 
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Cynthia Roach 



 

 

 

Kenley Revival Update 
Learning Festival a great success 
The Kenley Revival Project had organised a free annual 
Learning Festival between Monday 26 June until Friday 30 
June 2017. More than 850 primary and secondary school 
students followed the invitation, exceeding our target of 500 
students and took part in WWII and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) learning activities and workshops on site 
at Britain’s best preserved fighter airfield. The Learning Festival 
was a fantastic opportunity for the school children, alongside 
educators in the region, to take part in creative and inspiring workshops about WWII history on their doorstep. 
During the whole week they had the chance to join in history related activities such as WWII tour around the 
airfield, WWII poster workshop, Operations room re-enactment and to have a look at a replica spitfire. The school 
children also had the opportunity to take part in different nature workshops e.g. bug hunt, deer workshop and a 
nature trail to learn more about the diverse habitats around the airfield on Kenley Common. 
The City of London Corporation and the Kenley Airfield Friends Group are committed to support the Learning 
Festival. This festival builds on the strength of local partnerships and underlines the importance of RAF. The 
unique setting allowed learners to complement their classroom learning with hand-on activities, engages them 
with WWII heritage and offers the opportunity to explore Kenley Common. As a result of the Learning Festival we 
are also able to offer schools continued engagement through loan boxes, education resources and inset 
sessions to learn about the Heritage Schools programme in collaboration with Historic England. 

Community Archaeology 
As part of the Heritage Lottery Funded Kenley Revival Project, the project team has organised a Festival of 
Archaeology Weekend on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 of July 2017 between 12pm and 3pm. In addition to 
guided tours of the digging area there will be displays of Kenley related artefacts. We also offer family activities 
such as a sandpit where they will be able to dig for artefacts and a handling session for artefacts. For the event 
we are kindly supported by Heritage England, Kenley Airfield Friends Group and the nationwide Festival of 
Archaeology scheme held by the British Council of Archaeology. All activities are free but note, there is only 
limited parking available on Hayes Lane (CR8 5EG). We recommend travelling by public transport. 

Conservation work 
The tribute has been successfully moved forward and will remain fenced off while the original spine wall will be 
reconstructed. The spine wall is the middle section of an e-shaped blast pen where planes would be parked 
either sides. This means in the event of an attack, the planes where protected from tipping over. The work is due 
to be completed on the 18 August 2017. The contractors have also started to work on the blast pen at the end of 
Golf Road. All the work going ahead is on schedule at the moment.  
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Kenley Tribute 

Situation at the end of Golf Road 

APFIELHLBOFMDOELBICK
ABOLBKDMDGAOMIHMNHEK
AIHOEACOMKEPIFPANPNK
AAHPFFICOFKNGOJEPBJK
AAOKCOOGAOEIKOKEACMK

S000N

P
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
3
/
3



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 

 NEWSLETTER       page  6 

August – October 2017 


