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next newsletter due  mid July  
until then get updates from our website 

Events  

Diary 

 

 Sat  8th April, 15:00 noon 
RAFA Portcullis Club 
Hartmut & Evelyn’s final 
Brew for the Few (Wings) 
(see page 4) 

 Sat  22nd April, 12:00 noon 
RAFA Portcullis Club 
Fish n’ Chips Lunch (Welfare) 
Admission:  
£7.50 which covers the food 
Raffle tickets: £1 
To register please call Vera Harvey 
on 01883 344145 

 Sat  10th June, 12:00 noon 
RAFA Portcullis Club 
Fish n’ Chips Lunch (Wings) 
Admission:  
£7.50 which covers the food 
Raffle tickets: £1 
To register please call Cynthia 
Roach on 020 86683408 

 Sat  1st July, 12:00 noon 
Old Coulsdon 
Grange Park Fair  
We will be present with our stall 
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Message from Branch  

Chairman David Meanwell 

Dear reader, 
It is now less than a year until the RAF celebrates its one 
hundredth birthday, on 1st April 1918.  Kenley airfield is just a little 
older and celebrates its centenary in June this year, one hundred 
years since the then golf course was taken over by the RFC under 
the “Defence of the Realm Act”. More recently, our own Portcullis 

Club was founded in 1970. 
I’m very much aware of this proud history as I take on the role of 

Branch Chairman.  It’s a history that I know “our” veterans and their 

families are also very proud to be part of and, when all is said and 
done, the RAF Association is here to support them and to deliver 
help where it is needed.   
The Portcullis Club is a key part of that, both as a meeting point for 
all our members and as the venue for various fund-raising events.   
I hope you’ll be able to lend your support to at least some of them 

over the coming months.   
If you have ideas for fund-raising, or have a query or problem we 
might be able to help you with, or simply just fancy a chat, please 
give me a call on the number below; I’d love to hear from you. 

 
Phone: 020 86449715 
Email: aviation.history@talktalk.net David Meanwell 

Download
Victor Beamish Avenue
Caterham
CR3 5FX
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Wings Appeal Activities 
  

Hartmut & Evelyn’s final "Brew for the Few"  
8th April 2017 / 15:00 – 17:00 / Portcullis Club 

After a good old brew accompanied by Evelyn's homemade cake, 
Hartmut and Evelyn would like to say goodbye to members, friends, 
and neighbours. As you may know, both will leave Kenley for Neu-
Anspach in due course. So, please come and join the party. This will 
be your last chance to enjoy Evelyn’s bakery.  

No registration necessary. Admission is free but please consider a 
voluntary donation in aid of RAFA's Wings Appeal 
 

Fish & Chips lunch I 
Saturday, 10th June 2017 / 12 noon / Portcullis Club 

We will enjoy a lovely F&C followed by a talk (speaker and topic tba).  
There will also be a raffle.  All proceeds go to the Wings Appeal.  
Admission: £7.50 per person  /  Raffle tickets: £1.00 each 

Please register by 20th May / upfront payment required: 
contact Cynthia Roach (020 8668 3408 or cynthia.roach@talktalk.net) 
Cheques to be made payable to ‘RAFA Kenley’ and post them to Cynthia Roach, 104 Old Lodge Lane, Purley, CR8 4DH 
 

The New Wings Organiser – 
Cynthia Roach 
At the Annual General Meeting of RAFA it was 
agreed that I would take over the Wings Appeal 
fund-raising on the departure of Evelyn and 
Hartmut who are returning home to Germany to 
be able to spend more quality time with their 
expanding family. 
Well, what a hard act to follow as Evelyn has 
done an extremely excellent job over  the many 
years, but as we say in the ‘Girl Guides’ – “I will 

promise to do my best”. Evelyn has handed me 
her very ‘perfect’ filing system so no excuse for 

mishaps. 
I have been organising various fund-raising events for Schools and now Charities for many years and am 
certainly looking forward to the challenge.  I cannot do this on my own so I am looking to all of those who 
can, to support as many events as possible not only with the ‘Brew for the Few’ but also with the street and 

store collections.  It can be great fun and you can do as much or as little as you can manage. 
We have two events already planned for Saturday 10 June and Saturday 19 August at the Portcullis Club at 
12 noon.  Eamon will be there with his delicious ‘Fish & Chips’ which will be followed by a talk on a subject 

of interest. There will also be a ‘Brew for the Few’ in the autumn. More information later. 
Looking forward to seeing you on the 10 June.  

Cynthia Roach     Wings Appeal Organiser 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Moving back to Germany  

Cynthia supporting our stall  
in Croydon North End 



 

 

 

Welfare Report 
  

We just held the two AGMs at the Portcullis Club for club and branch. The branch 
meeting which I attended saw a good number of members in attendance. 
It was nice to catch up with the old members and meet some of the new people 
coming forward. I would like to welcome the newcomers and hope they enjoy their time 
with RAFA. It is really a worthwhile cause. 
We are, of course, sad to see Hartmut and Evelyn leaving and going back to Germany 
but needs must and I would like to say thank you to both of them for all their hard work 
and wish them all the very best for the future. I am sure they will be kept busy, Evelyn 
with baby sitting and Hartmut doing electrical and DIY repairs for the children, which 
they will love. 
Thanks to Mike Roach who has stood down as Chairman after 7 years. That's a lot of 
work. At least, thankfully he and Cynthia will still be around. 
Welcome to David Meanwell who has taken on the Chairman’s role. Good luck. We will do our best to 
support him. 
A reminder we are having a fish and chips lunch at the Portcullis Saturday 22 April 12 for 12.30. Price is 
£7.50 per person payable in advance to me. There will be a raffle with good prizes and a speaker talking to 
us about Revival Project Update at Kenley which will be very interesting. 
My phone number:is 01883 344145. Cheques payable to RAFA Welfare Kenley & Caterham branch. 
Thank you. 

Vera Harvey     HWO Kenley & Caterham branch 

 
Fish’n Chips Lunch at the Portcullis Club 
Join us for a lovely Fish’n Chips lunch freshly prepared from Eamon’s 
van at the Portcullis Club on Kenley Airfield. As usual there will also be 
a raffle. This event is to support our Branch Welfare Work. 

Date/time: Saturday, 22 April 2017 at 12 noon 
Location: Portcullis Club on Kenley Airfield 
Admission: £7.50 which covers the food 
Raffle tickets: £1 
To register please call Vera Harvey on 01883 344145 
 
In memory of Tony Harding  

SQUADRON REBORN 
When seeing Hurricanes of 605 Squadron taking off several times a day 
from satellite Croydon Aerodrome during the Battle of Britain it gave no 
indication of the mishap and shambles it would have before war ended. 
After leaving Kenley itself towards the end of 1941 personnel embarked 
in aircraft carrier HMS Indomitable for the Far East but some pilots seem 
to have stopped at Hal Far Malta to take part in the islands defence. 
Singapore was about to fall when the carrier got near so the squadron 
was landed in the Dutch East Indies but then, following attempts to save 
Java, the entire remaining squadron was taken prisoner by the 
Japanese. In June 1942 a new 605 Squadron was formed at Ford under 
Wing Commander P. Townsend DSO DFC flying Havoc aircraft in the 
intruder role before then receiving Mosquitos. Prior to D-Day it attacked 
V1 sites then after that the V1 bombs themselves before a return to intruder flights to end the war. By VE 
Day the squadron had destroyed a total of 98 aircraft and 75 V1 flying bombs since reforming in 1942. 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Kenley Revival Update 
  

Learning Festival 26-30 June 2017– Volunteers 
needed! 
Want to volunteer to help children learn about Kenley’s 
WW2 history?  
The Kenley Revival Project is running a five-day Learning 
Festival with over 800 local school children in attendance on 
the above dates and need volunteers from Monday to Friday 
The first briefing session for the event is being held on 19th 
April at the Merlewood Estate Office, CR3 5LN from 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm. Please attend if you can volunteer 
at any point during this week to get up to date information about the event and roles available.  
Roles available: 

 School guides – you will guide your school group around the event making sure they are where they 
need to be and aiding their school staff 

 Education volunteers – you will be delivering and helping to deliver WWII tours and workshops on 
the day to the school groups 

 Stewards – you will be helping with car-parking, site liaison, communications within the volunteer 
and staff teams, litter picking and assisting general public and school groups visiting the airfield 
during the event. 

RSVP to Amy Todd, festival organiser: Amy.Todd@cityoflondon.gov.uk 

Club Chairman’s Report 
During the last 12 months, club events have attracted the attention of many local residents 
who have got to know the Club and since become members. Our regular events, the 
Kenley & Caterham Car & Bike Show, Heritage Day, and the Autojumble, have been well 
attended and grown in popularity year on year. The Bonfire Night Party has now been 
staged for 2 years and has proved to be a great success with parents and kids.  
There has also been an increase in the hire of the Club premises for private parties and 
these bring in a much needed income. We have in place a binding contract with hirers to 
ensure the premises are used responsibly and any damage or misuse of the club facilities 
is paid for by the hirer, out of a pre-paid deposit. 
With the increase in the third party use of the club, we badly need volunteers to open the 
club and run the bar. It is not a difficult task and training by existing volunteers will be 
given. I have found that when I am serving behind the bar as I occasionally do, it is a great way of meeting 
and talking to members and guests I have not previously met. When manning the bar for private parties, a 
one off payment will be made. Please contact Fred Willis, Bar Manager, if you feel you can help. Our 
alternative solution would be the employment of a Bar Manager; not an ideal solution with the payment of a 
salary and honesty issues that could arise. 
Installation of a new kitchen has proved to be a slow process and is now very near to completion. When 
finished, we should be eligible for a Hygiene Certificate which will allow us to prepare and serve food, but do 
not expect to sit down to a 3-course Sunday lunch here anytime soon!! 
The central heating system is now completed and working. This has made the whole place much more 
comfortable on a winter’s day. 
The next project to be tackled will be to change the position of the marquee so that it is more accessible 
during the summer with a permanent structure inside to be used as a serving or display counter. 
It should be remembered that the accumulation of funding for these projects has only been made possible 
by the pool of volunteers who man the bar, open the club for private parties, and devote time to the menial 
tasks such as cleaning, chopping wood, decorating, serving food, and welcoming guests. A big thank you is 
due to all those who are so generous with their time.  
Thank you all for your support 

Ron Aspinwall         Club Chairman 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Mike Roach: My time in the Chair 2010 - 2017 

  

As you may all know by now my seven year time as Chairman of the Branch ended when I handed over to 
David Meanwell at the AGM on the 21st March this year.  I shall however continue to be on the Committee 
as his deputy or Vice Chairman although the title is generally accepted as being a progressive step.  I shall 
of course help and guide David as and when necessary during his tenure. 
My term as Chairman was a steep learning curve initially and therefore so lucky to have excellent people 
around me who helped and advised in all manner of ways to adapt to the RAFA way of doing things.  I was 
also fortunate in having people such as Audrey Eldridge who has a fund of knowledge, help and advice 
whenever needed.  I was also lucky in having Hartmut and Evelyn joining us at this time to become our 
Newsletter editor, membership secretary and Evelyn as Wings Organiser.  I have also been fortunate 
enough to have met so many interesting people. 
Over the years I have seen many changes at the Club premises with the introduction of the wood burning 
stove in the meeting room to the full central heating enjoyed today making the environment so much 
better in the cooler months of the year.  The past has not always been at all comfortable at times sitting at 
meetings with our winter coats on. These changes have been largely due to the Club management under 
the chairmanship of Ron Aspinwall and his committee.   

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Mike Roach: My time in the Chair 2010 – 2017 (continued) 

  

Sadly but inevitably active ex-service membership is now quite low and with time the Branch will need to 
rely even more on our associate membership to fulfil its commitments in the future.   
I do not envisage many changes having stepped down from being Chairman but I do know that I shall be 
supporting Cynthia (Roach), the new Wings Organiser. Evelyn has left a well-documented history of her 
time with us in this role which will give a good start for the 2017 collection season. Please remember there 
is never a time when we have too many helpers for Wings so do help if you can even if it is only for an hour 
or two. 
As already stated David is the elected Chairman of Kenley & Caterham Branch so do please support him and 
his committee in their work for the RAF Association. Not forgetting in particular the vital work   for our own 
Veterans through Vera Harvey, the Branch Honorary Welfare Officer (HWO), whose job is largely carried 
out unheard and unseen as does those of her helpers.    
In conclusion thank you for all your support over the past seven years, it has been an interesting experience 
and am looking forward to assisting with the valuable work we do on behalf of  RAFA. 

Mike Roach    (Past Chairman) 

Kenley & Caterham 
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