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The Dedication  
of 

The Royal Air Forces Association 
 

In friendship and service, one to another, we are 
pledged to keep alive the memory of those of all 
Nations who died in the Royal Air Force and the 

Air Forces of the  
Commonwealth. 

 

In their name, we give ourselves to this  
noble cause. 

 
Proudly and thankfully, 

 

We will remember them. 
 
 
 

The Object of the Royal Air Forces Association 
Article 2 of the Royal Charter 

Is to promote, through the comradeship engendered by 
its members, the welfare by charitable means of all serv-
ing and former members of Her Majesty’s Air Forces, their 
spouses and dependents, together with widows and wid-



There is not a great deal to write about from a Branch point of view 

but over the summer months with the goodwill and help of our mem-
bers, both Branch and Club, have attended a number of indoor and 

outdoor events all to promote the ethos and work of our Association.  
On the 15th September our last major event was the Battle of Britain 
Sunday with a Service at St Luke’s Whyteleafe and wreath laying cer-

emony at Airman’s Corner in the churchyard.   This was followed by a 
large parade of Cadets on the airfield and Tribute.   

 
I was extremely surprised to have been informed that a number of 
members had not realised that Sunday the 15th was Battle of Britain 

weekend there being no advance information or publicity displayed on 
the Club notice board.  This will be rectified next year. 

As most of you are aware the past few months have been a busy pe-
riod for our Wings Appeal organiser Evelyn and her volunteer collec-
tors who, as always, continued to do a splendid job in all weathers. I 

thank you all.  In addition to this Evelyn and Hartmut have  held a 
number of Saturday day time-events. By tfhe time you read this pop-

ular ‘Oktober Fest’ will have taken place at the Portcullis Club.  Do 
look out for these events on our notice board and elsewhere and sup-

port the effort and time put in by a few. Remember all Branch activi-
ties are to raise funds to help those less fortunate than ourselves 
whether it be nationally (Wings Appeal) or our own local veterans 

who may need help. 
 

Over the years our President Frank Stanhope has been exceedingly 
generous, supporting Welfare work and funding the excellent Battle of 
Britain lunch at the Old Coulsdon Centre and as if this was not enough 

has paid for a really good and sturdy 3M x 3M Gazebo complete with 
side panels.  Many of us have used these shelters and have at times 

found them to be vulnerable in windy conditions or mechanically weak 
in some areas.  In view of these weaknesses the one purchased is a 
lot stronger a ‘PRO 30 Steel Instant shelter’ a much heavier and ro-

bust Gazebo.  This new and valuable asset will be used wherever pos-
sible on our future outdoor events, thank you very much Frank.  On a 

more personal note our president has not been too well of late and 
sadly has been advised to stop driving and so is unable to visit the 
Portcullis Club as in the past.  We wish him well and send him our 

very best wishes. 

Branch Chairman’s Report 
Vera Harvey our Welfare Officer continues to be busy looking after 

her clients and seeing to their needs.  This welfare work is largely un-
seen by us and I feel that our members should be aware of this for as 

I have stated it is carried out with little no knowledge by many.  
Thank you Vera for all welfare work, it is very much appreciated by all 
of us. 

 
Finally, I must thank Ron Aspinwall and Paul Surma for their part, not 

forgetting the builders in transforming the frontage of the Portcullis 
Club it really has made such a difference.     

Mike Roach 

Branch Chairman’s Report Cont’d 

Working Welfare 

This year has absolutely flown by and I can hardly believe that 

Christmas is upon us. 
 

It has been a busy and challenging year and I have been trying to 
slot into my new role.  We have excellent volunteer helpers who are 
a great support and to whom I am indebted. 

I do enjoy very much working with the veterans, wives and widows 
even though they are unbelievably cheeky to me but I wouldn’t want 

it any other way. 
 
On the plus side the coffee mornings held on the last Thursday of the 

month at the Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired from 1000-1200 
are also very well attended and enjoyed by all.  If you or anyone who 

is serving or ex RAF you are welcome to attend. My contact details 
are at the end. 
 

We have sent a group off to Princess Marina House for a break twice 
this year.  Everyone always wants to go back.  Plus numerous indi-

viduals and couples have gone throughout the year. 
Earlier in the year some of our members enjoyed a fish and chip 

lunch at the Portcullis with an interesting talk from Hartmut. 
Some also attended the 15th September wreath laying at the Kenley 
Memorial and fly past which they were thrilled with and afterwards 

some refreshment back at the club. 



There have also been two lunches for the veterans, volunteers and 

committee members, one in May.  In September there was the Battle  
of Britain lunch and there will be the Christmas lunch on 19th Decem-  

ber which are all very kindly funded by our President Frank Stanhope 
OBE and which our previous HWO, Rosemary Stewart Jukes has or-
ganised up to the end of this year which she has done admirably.  

Thanks to both. 
 

I have attended seminars run by RAFA and TVSO, Tandridge Volunteer 
Service Council, to keep up with changes which affect us all now espe-
cially with health and safety being at the forefront of everyone’s mind 

these days. 
 

If there is a plus side there has to be a down side I am afraid. 
We have had more deaths than usual among our members this year 
which is always sad especially for the relatives.  Also there have been 

more hospital admissions.  It is to be expected with the ageing popu-
lation but still it is difficult to accept. 

To all those who have lost loved one’s this year I extend my heartfelt 
sympathy and would remind you that I am here to help in any way I 

can. 
 
If you know of any member who may be in need of help or you have-

n’t seen for a while please let me know and I will try to contact them.  
One more plus-it has been the loveliest of summers and I am sure we 

felt the better and lighter hearted for it with all that extra vitamin D! 
 
So I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and all best wishes for 

2014. 
 

Phone: 01737823218 
Email: vera@rafa-kenley.com   
 

Vera Harvey. Hon Welfare Officer 
 

 
 

Working Welfare Cont’d 

at the Portcullis Club  
Saturday 23rd November 2013 

3pm – 6pm:  
 

 

   Enjoy Evelyn’s homemade  

   Christmas biscuits, ginger    

   bread, stollen etc.  

 

   Browse our Christmas stall    

   with many handicrafts on  

   offer  

 

Admission per person: £7.50  

 

Please register soon to  

allow for timely catering!!!  

 

To register call Evelyn on 

020 86687540 or fill out 

one of the forms 

 

 

In aid of the Wings Appeal  

Advents Afternoon 



I was born in 1934 so my brief service life was after the war.  Growing 

up throughout the war was just a series of events some quite danger-
ous I’m sure but as a six year old at the start of the war and 11 at the 

end we just took it in our stride. 
 
In those days I did not know about RAF Kenley living at the time in 

Purley/Wallington borders and much nearer to Croydon Airport.  In de-
fence of Croydon the authorities (military) had placed an anti aircraft 

gun fairly near to our home which when used in anger was very noisy.  
We used to go out and pick up the shrapnel after the all clear.  I re-
member quite clearly the ‘dog fights’ taking place in those days high in 

the sky and in particular seeing their contrails.  This would have been 
the time when Kenley, Croydon and Biggin Hill were all heavily 

bombed and in particular the 18th August 1940 ‘The Hardest Day’ for 
soon after this came the Blitz with the bombing of London.  My Father 
was in the fire service and during this time was in the thick of it at the 

London docks. He never spoke of his experiences. Mother worked at 
the Wallington Telephone Exchange.  Myself and three siblings were 

privately evacuated for a time to Bampton,  North Devon initially stay-
ing with my Father’s eldest brother and his family.  This did not work 

out and we were soon billeted out to families in the village.  My young-
er brother and I went to a Mrs Boyle and her daughter, who worked at 
a parachute factory in Tiverton.  My eldest brother and my twin sister 

were billeted to Mr & Mrs Curtis.  Mr Curtis worked for the local railway 
company and from time to time brought home game birds that were 

presumably struck by a railway train, I assume he worked on the 
trackside maintenance.  My time there was quite enjoyable but I have 
no idea how long we were away from home but it was not long. 

 
I may be mistaken but recall that our return coincided with the start of 

then Doodle Bug raids soon to be followed by the V2 rocket bombs.  
We did see quite a number of V1s going over our house and some ra-
ther too close for comfort especially once their engine had   

stopped.  One V1 crashed very close to our house blowing out all the 
windows at the front of the house, including the heavy front door as 

well as many tiles on the roof.   We had leadlight windows and when 
the glass was blown out all the lead was bowed towards the back of 
the house.  The beds upstairs were covered in glass but, thank good-

ness, we were all safely in the Anderson Air Raid shelter, at the bot 

Mike Roach’s Memories 1951 - 1960 

tom of the garden.  Sadly two children who we knew and used to play 

with were killed when their house took a direct hit.  For those who 
know Purley the house was in ‘The Ridge’ opposite the Purley Cricket 

Club.  Prior to the Normandy invasion this road was once sea of army 
vehicles and Bren Gun Carriers.  I cannot remember now the regi-
ment/s involved but the ones we spoke to were all Canadian.  

 
In 1951 aged sixteen and three months I joined the RAF as a Boy En-

trant training as a Telegraphist.   On reflection my RAF career was 
unremarkable my service time spent with periods serving in the UK 
with two tours each of two and a half years first in Germany and then 

Gibraltar.  Other than a brief posting to SW Signals Centre at Rudloe 
Manor (Bath) all subsequent postings in the UK were with 591 Signals 

Unit whose job was to monitor communication procedures both in the 
air and on land.  The nature of the work meant we were forever trav-
elling on detachment to and from the many establishments in the UK 

and that included one short visit to Germany, RAF Wahn, which is 
now I believe Dusseldorf airport.   

 
My last posting before demob was to Gibraltar which I thoroughly en-

joyed.  The weather was lovely and warm and between shift work 
sunbathing, swimming, fishing, and travelling in Spain.  I officially left 
the RAF on the 14th October 1960. 

 
I married my wife Cynthia in 1962 and purchased our present house 

in 1964.  We have two children Sarah and Stephen and two grandchil-
dren Samuel and Emily.  Both our children live locally in Kenley and 
Riddlesdon.  My hobbies are Vintage vehicles, I have a Morris 8 series 

‘E’ and a Morris 8 type ‘Z’ Van.  DIY has played a large part in my life 
and although not quite as active in this department these days alt-

hough I do have a number of projects to realise still.  A lifelong hobby 
has been Amateur Radio and on the leisurely sporting side swimming 
and cycling.             

          
I joined the RAFA upon my retirement after 30 years with Philips Elec-

tronics and with a little badgering from long term RAFA member, Ken 
Raffield.                          
 

Mike Roach’s Memories 1951 - 1960 



As Douglas Bader only faced an informal bedside inquiry after his low 

acrobatics and crash in1933, he was then able to rejoin the RAF later 
with a commissioned rank. 

 
In contrast, another Kenley pilot of the 
early thirties, Harry Charnoek, was not 

so fortunate, being cashiered and then 
dismissed from the service for just a low 

flying offence. This meant that when 
‘Chas’ Charnoek, a product of Harrow 
and Cranwell, volunteered to fly again 

when war started, he was given the 
rank of sergeant pilot which, to his 

credit, he readily accepted. During the 
Battle of Britain, he served with 64 and 
19 squadrons and at the end of his tour 

with the latter, had claimed three ene-
my aircraft and been awarded a DFM. 

Despite the many attempts on his be-
half for him to be commissioned again, 

these all failed, no doubt due to the 
court martial some ten years before. In 
1942, still a Warrant Officer and thirty 

seven years of age, he went with 72 
squadron to Tunisia, noted always for wearing his old silk chocolate 

and silver Harrovian scarf. 
During that November and December he claimed four Messerschmitts 
and a FW190 destroyed, before being shot down and wounded him-

self. At first, posted missing, he later turned up with an arm in a sling 
and head bandaged having bribed an Arab to guide him back through 

enemy lines. While he was in the base hospital, his commanding Of-
ficer Squadron Leader ‘Bibbie’ Oxspring DFC, managed at long last to 
get him a sort of field commission by award of a DFC. After flying 

again with 72 squadron, ‘Chas’ was posted back to England eventually 
ending the war as a Flight Commander in 41 squadron at Volkel. 

He was released from the RAF in November 1945 and died on 24th 
May 1974, a lesser known one of the ‘Few’. 
Tony Harding 

A Question Of Rank Bert Fane Says ….. 

Out of the blue via our Welfare Officer Vera came an invitation to 

Audrey and myself from The Not Forgotten Association to join a party 
of ex service personnel from both WW2 recent and ongoing conflicts 

to a Historic Tour of Malta. This seemed too good an opportunity to 
miss so we readily accepted. On October 9th we set off from The Un-
ion Jack Club with our fellow travellers half being young servicemen 

convalescing from injuries received on service in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Northern Island and the rest Veterans of WW2 representing all ser-

vices. We were accompanied by members of the NFG Association 
Colonel Piers Storie Pugh OBE DL Chief Executive, Lt. Colonel Joe Fal-
zon Tour Guide, Rosie Thompson Head of Events and Dr Philip Cle-

land. Right from day one, the itinerary seemed very daunting but ar-
riving in Malta we were taken to the 5 star Hotel Excelsior in Valletta 

and after allocation of rooms we met up with our Escorts for a brief-
ing and welcome drink and formal introductions followed by buffet 
supper after which the word “formal “ was not relevant as by then we 

were all on Christian name terms!  
 

So began next day the start of our tour. which included so many of 
Malta's Historic tourist attractions it is not possible to describe them 

all to you but the visits to Museums, Churches, War rooms, the Ser-
vice at St Pauls Anglican Cathedral, Silent City etc were made so in-
teresting for us by the excellent commentary of our tour guide Joe 

who was born in Malta and knew its history well, we never got tired 
of listening to him. However space being limited I will tell you of the 

highlights for us. 
 
We were honoured to visit the Palace Gardens and to meet Dr George 

Abela President of Malta, very pleasant man who seemed genuinely 
pleased to greet us and be photographed with us. 

Everyone in the party received a written invitation from the British 
High Commissioner Mr Rob Luke and his wife Mrs Louise Luke and 
what a delightful couple they are, making us so welcome, we could 

not help just having the pleasure of meeting them say nothing of the 
nibbles and drinks! 

 
There were several Memorial Services during the week all as you can 
imagine very moving. 

 



First the Maltese Navy took us out in one of there Patrol Boats into the 

Harbour where the Ceremony was conducted by our Padre for the 
week Rev George Parsons Rtd ex Commando and after hearing and  
being mindful Malta's fight for survival in 1941/2 I am sure as the 
wreath was cast onto the water there were a few lumps in the throat 
or tear in the eye. It was the same at the ceremony at the RAF ceme-

tery as we thought about not only airmen who were lost in the Battle 
for Malta but also those in the Battle of Britain around the same time. 

Remembrance wreaths were also laid for the Royal Artillery which 
played an important part in the defence of Malta. 
 

We lost our free afternoon because the coach broke down and there 
was a delay in schedule and we had to depart the hotel in time for the 

Malta Military Tattoo which was something we did not want to miss – 
it was fantastic. Another day was spent on the Island of Gozo and 
there was a visit to The Royal British Legion (Malta Branch) Club to 

meet veterans, beer and Snacks before departing to Malta Airport for 
the journey home. The weather for the week remained in sunshine 

between 85 & 90 Degrees F and looking back I wonder how I kept go-
ing but every one looked out for each other and the young lads were 

watching out to help us “oldies” whenever they thought we might 
need it. 
 

It was a memorable trip for us and cannot thank The Not Forgotten 
Association enough for inviting us to join them. They are wonderful 

Association and if you would like to know more about them they have 

a website www.nfassociation.org 

As I have been absent from the Club for a while there is little for me 
to report except that the Building Fund account is going well thanks to 

the generous donations from members and the work to improve the 
Club premises is still ongoing.  

Best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year. 

Bert Fane 

Bert Fane Says ….. Cont’d 

Sunday, 18th of August dawned with the promise of a being a good 

day to remember RAF Station Kenley’s “Hardest Day” on the exact 
day 73 years ago previously when a Dornier 17 bomber put in a 

hedge hopping appearance from the South at lunch time, attacking 
the Guards Depot and Kenley.  In retrospect I have to say that in 
Kenley’s case I feel that more destruction was wrecked at the Station 

in 1960s by the Department of Public Works and Buildings (now D of 
E) than by the Luftwaffe. 

At the time of the raid our family was in our Anderson Shelter in Eldon 
Road, between two military targets; taking meals in our Shelters be-
came a regular exercise at this time.  As a boy about to leave school 

and despite of rationing I always looked forward to my meals, espe-
cially Sunday dinner.  However, with the chaos of aircraft and gun 

noise, ground shaking bombardment etc.  I experienced the 
(doubtful) pleasure of seeing my dinner unceremoniously removed 
from my lap and deposited with inverted alacrity in the lap of a neigh-

bour who was sheltering with us; but that’s another story....... 
Our Branch arranged to have the wreath laying ceremony at the Ken-

ley Tribute for 1.00 pm.  I attended with our Standard but was flying 
solo as No. 285 and 450 Squadrons ATC were for reasons unknown 

conspicuous by their absence.  A Flypast by a Hawker “Hurricane” and 
Vickers “Spitfire” was obtained at short notice, timed for 1.42 pm.  
The Hurricane was reportedly piloted by WG/Cdr Paul Godfrey a Ken-

ley born lad.  The Tribute was its usual immaculate self, due no doubt 
to the weekly T.L.C of Mystic” Mike Street, whom we believe is in-

volved in arranging the Flypast.   
I paraded the Standard at the 1.00 pm line up and wreaths were laid 
by our Branch Chairman Mike Roach, Chris Baguley for the Kenley 

District Residents Association.  Other Branch members in line were 
Ken Bolton Secretary, Vera Harvey H.W.O, Brian Ford, Ken Raffield, 

John Piggott and Sidney Eddolls.  This was followed by a 2 minute si-
lence while the Standard was dipped.   
The line up disbanded joining the large gathering of the public, await-

ing the flypast.  At this time the appearance of thick black low cloud 
threatened to spoil a lovely day.  I moved into a position facing the 

Tribute.  At exactly 1.42 pm the two aircraft approached from the 
East over my left shoulder and I dipped the Standard and they banked 
to the right giving us a second pass from the North West just as the  

Standard Observations 

http://www.nfassociation.org


low black cloud gave us all a sprinkle encouraged by an increasing 

breeze.  Another high bank to the right and the dynamic duo swept 
down toward me at possibly 50ft altitude and away to the east as the 

public, numbering some three figures waved and applauded.  As the 
crowds dispersed the skies cleared and life had the chance to return to 
normal, or perhaps as normal as possible. 
 

Ken Sayers 
(Standard Bearer) 
 

 

This is your only opportunity to purchase a unique Portcullis Club calen-
dar for 2013 featuring the signatures of twelve World War 2 veterans who 
served in the RAF. Most of these men and women are regular attendees 
at the club and all have a story to tell of their wartime experiences while 
serving in the RAF. 
 

The calendar will be sold by silent auction, to the highest bidder who of-
fers a sum above £75. You must enter your winning bid by email to 

info@rafa-kenley.com by 12 noon on the 23
rd

 November 2013. The win-
ner will be announced by Hartmut at the Advents Afternoon. 

Portcullis Calendar Silent Auction 

https://mail.oxted.surrey.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=ad6b463e9ba848e587acf7b487b631b5&URL=mailto%3ainfo%40rafa-kenley.com


Branch Committee: 
Chairman    Mike Roach    0208 6683408 

Vice Chairman   Audrey Eldridge   01883 342740 

Secretary     Ken Bolton    0208 6689224 

Treasurer    Gwen Smedley  01883 380604 

Membership Secretary  Bert Fane    01883 347959 

Welfare Officer   Vera Harvey   01737 823218 

Wings Officer    Evelyn Klein    0208 6687540 

Club Representative  Maggie Jones    01883 347788 
 

Office Holder: 
Standard Bearer   Ken Sayers    0208 6605872 
 

Club Committee: 
Chairman    Ron Aspinwall   07957 197805 

Secretary      

Treasurer    Philipa Field    07905 101861 

Events Organiser   Bernie Willis    0208 6476325 

Bar Manager    Fred Willis    0208 6476325 

Building Fund Manager  Bert Fane    01883 347959 

Committee Members  Maggie Jones    01883 347788 

      
 

    www.rafa-kenley.com 

Branch Directory 
President: Frank Stanhope 

Vice-President: Ian Croft 


