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Editor’s Column 

Dear reader, 
I have been appealing for 
volunteers in this column on a 
number of occasions. This 
time I have to repeat my plea 
because our Branch is in 
danger to disappear without 
more volunteers coming for- 
ward – urgently. We need to fill the following 
positions at the next AGM: Branch Chairman, 
Club Chairman, Membership Secretary, Wings 
Appeal Organiser, Webmaster and Newsletter 
editor. Luckily we have candidates nominated for 
both chairman positions. However, with myself 
and Evelyn returning to the family in Germany 
very soon, we cannot leave it to the potential new 
chairmen to deal with the situation. Please 
consider yourself or talk to friends and family to 
find potential candidates for our vacancies! 
This leaves me to bid farewell. Evelyn and I 
enjoyed our time at RAFA and loved to help with 
the running of the Branch. We have made many 
friends and experienced an excellent team spirit. 
Thank you for a lovely time at Kenley! 

 

Branch Chairman’s Column 
As you can read in the Editor’s Column our 
hard working Branch Committee members 
Hartmut and Evelyn are returning home to 
Germany sometime soon.  Over the years 
they have both been enormously 
productive, as can be seen by this issue of 
the Newsletter having twice won the RAFA  
National Award for it. They have contributed so much to the 
Branch and Club with Hartmut as editor and membership 
secretary and Evelyn as our Wings organiser.  They have 
both worked tirelessly during the years they have been with 
us and they will be very much missed particularly for their 
friendship. From all of us we send them our very best wishes 
with good luck and future happiness on returning home to be 
closer to the family Klein with their fast growing grand-
children. They have promised to return for special events. 
Two thousand and sixteen has been a productive year for 
both Club and Branch with a great deal being achieved 
constructively including the much needed refurbishment of 
the Kitchen, the re-surfacing of the drive and areas around 
the Club and flag pole. Even more importantly the new 
central heating, which combined with the log fire in the 
meeting room, welcomes all when entering the premises 
especially at this time of year. All this work and expense is 
primarily due to the success and hard work of the Club & 
Branch members and others. 
On the Branch front the year has progressed as expected 
with outside ‘Wings’ commitments, as organised by Evelyn, 

well supported thanks to all our dedicated and willing band of 
collectors. Overall the summer weather for the outside 
events was quite good and on one or two occasions 
excellent, which was reflected in the very healthy public 
turnout to our Club field on Heritage Day. 
Thanks once again to 450 Squadron ATC our Standard was 
carried by a Cadet for the ceremony at St Luke’s on 

Remembrance Sunday. With others I laid a wreath at the 
memorial before departing for a similar ceremony in Green 
Park at the Canadian Memorial. I understand the wreath 
laying ceremony at the Tribute went well and that quite a 
number returned to the Club after all formalities had been 
completed. 
I will end here but without first hoping you all had a good 
Christmas and wishing you a very Happy New Year. My 
special thanks to everyone for continuing to give so much 
time and effort on behalf of Club and Branch activities. 
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Mike Roach 

Auf 
Wiedersehen! 

Hartmut 

Evelyn 

 

Phone: 020 8668 3408 
Email: mike.g3twj@talktalk.net 



 

 

 

Forthcoming events 
  

Annual General Meeting of RAFA Portcullis Club 
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of  
RAFA Portcullis Club to be held  
at the Portcullis Club on Tuesday 14th March, 2017 at 8.30 pm. 

Nominations for members wishing to stand for the Committee to be 
advised to the Secretary by 7th March. 
signed Gwen Smedley, Club Secretary 

 

Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch 661 
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch 661 to be held  
at the Portcullis Club on Tuesday 21st March, 2017 at 8.30 pm. 

Nominations for members wishing to stand for the Committee to be advised to the Secretary by 14th March. 

signed Ken Bolton, Branch Secretary 
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Members attending the last Branch AGM 

Ron Aspinwall opening the last Club AGM 
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Club AGM 2017: Nomination for Chairman 
 Nicholas Morgan who last summer joined our Branch as an ordinary member has been 
nominated by Hartmut Klein for Club Chairman.  

Nicholas Morgan – A Brief Biography: 
I was born in 1939 in Croydon. I left school in 1954 and worked in Smithfield Market for 
9 months whilst awaiting to start my apprenticeship in 1955. I was called up for National 
Service in 1958 and even signed up for further 2 years. 
Owing to me being an international athlete and my knowledge gained of physical 
education and attending summer schools at Loughborough I was appointed as a PTI 
(physical training instructor). 
Prior and during my time in the RAF I became a full international, RAF and Inter-

Services champion and record holder and represented them in other events including events abroad with 
several other organisations. I was stationed at Kenley and had short stay attachments on other stations. On 
leaving the service I went on a refresher course and completed my forth year apprenticeship. 
In 1981 a brain tumour was diagnosed and after it was removed I was able to work but, as predicted, my left 
leg began to weaken, so I was retired early. 
I became a borough councillor in Devon for 21 years in which time I chaired several committees. I moved back 
to London in 2015 owing to my wife’s dementia and to be nearer to one of our daughters.  
I joined the Branch in 2016. 
 

Branch AGM 2017: Nomination for Chairman 
David Meanwell who last summer joined our Branch as an associate member has been 
nominated by Mike Roach and Hartmut Klein for Branch Chairman.  

David Meanwell – A Brief Biography: 
I was born in Tunbridge Wells in 1953 and brought up in the heart of the Kent 
hopping country.  Leaving school at 16 I embarked on a clerical career lasting until 
my retirement a few years ago. Growing up my plans had not included working in 
offices; from the age of about eight I wanted to join the RAF and, ultimately, become 
a BOAC pilot!  Apart from a brief infatuation with the Fleet Air Arm (blame helicopters 
at Portland and a low-flying Sea Vixen at Hastings) that remained the case until I was 
around fifteen years old.  However, it never works out as anticipated.  

Since becoming fully retired (is there ever such a thing?!) I have been able to fully indulge my interest in 
military aviation and passion for history.  I volunteer as a researcher and oral history interviewer for the 
International Bomber Command Centre (IBCC), am a member of the Friends and a volunteer with the 
Revival Project.  Why Bomber Command and Kenley? Well, two of our extended family (Sergeant Norman 
Meanwell , RAFVR, and Flight Sergeant Victor Meanwell, RCAF) lost their lives flying in Bomber 
Command.  More cheerfully, I have happy memories of Kenley from when I lived nearby when my children 
were growing up.  I grew up in “Battle of Britain” country and heard many stories from family and 
neighbours about the Battle and about the V1s, so my interest in local history, wherever I’ve lived in the 

southeast, has always centred on the air war.   
I’ve lived in Cheam, Sutton for the last 25 years and have recently begun researching the lives of the 
various members of the RFC, RAF and Commonwealth air forces who lost their lives in the two world wars 
and who are buried in our local cemeteries and churchyards.  Ordinary people but with amazing lives and 
remarkable stories; which sums up what I love about history in general and military aviation history in 
particular. 
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Airmen's Memorial at St Luke's 

Following our successful fundraising for the new memorial plaques to be placed inside St Luke's church a 
reception for donors and members was held at St Luke's church on Wednesday, 5th October. Some 30 
visitors attended and were greeted with a glass of prosecco from the hessian Rhine Valley, a gift by the 
fundraising organiser Hartmut Klein who has his roots in Hesse. In his opening words Hartmut recalled the 
initial meeting between St Luke's and RAFA at which Reverend Tim Goode set out his vision to reorder the 
church around a narrative about its links with Kenley Airfield and the RAF. This also meant to have the 
names of the fallen buried at Airmen's Corner inside the church. St Luke's as the parish of RAFA's domicile 
on Kenley Airfield invited RAFA to place this new Airmen's Memorial in the sanctuary. The idea was 
instantly embraced by RAFA and Hartmut volunteered to initiate a fundraising campaign. Following 
Hartmut's opening words, Mike Roach emphasised the importance of the bond 
between St Luke's and RAFA. Reverend Tim then explained to the audience 
his narrative for St Luke's and the reordering of the church in this context. He 
also suggested that the discussed stone-plaques should be better made of 
wood with gold-leaf lettering to match the interior of the church. It can be 
expected that the new plaques would be in place by summer 2017. The official 

part of the evening 
was concluded by 
Reverend Tim with a 
recitation of the poem 
"Lie in the dark and 
listen" by Noel Coward 
and a prayer. After that 
the visitors had a 
closer look at the 
freshly refurbished and 
reordered features in 
the sanctuary. 
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Hartmut Klein addressing the visitors 
in the newly refurbished church 

Mike Roach explains the bond 
between St Luke’s and RAFA 

Reverend Tim Goode 
recites the poem 
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A Visit to (RAF) Fassberg   by Hartmut Klein 
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In July 2016 Evelyn and I travelled to the lovely town of Celle near Hanover to visit friends. While on a tour to explore 
the area we came past a sign pointing to the “Luftbruecken Museum’ (Airlift Museum) in Fassberg. We were surprised 

to find a working Luftwaffe airfield with the airlift museum just next to it. However, the airfield has quite a RAF history: 
In April 1945 the airfield was overrun by the British Army and subsequently used by the Royal Air Force. During the 
Berlin Blockade RAF Fassberg played an important role as a hub for supplying the city. In late July 1948, the British 
began expanding this airfield, originally built in 1936 as a German Luftwaffe bombing school. After flying out Dakotas for 
a number of weeks, the British handed it over to the U.S. Airforce to fly C-54s. 
 

A USAF Douglas C-47, the military 
version of the DC-3.  It is capable 

of hauling 3.5 tons of cargo. 

On May 12th 1949, Fassberg’s flight 

records summarised about 280.000 
take-offs for Berlin Airports Gatow, 
Tempelhof and Tegel. 



 

 

 

Giving Santa a Helping Hand  by Hartmut Klein 

 

 

 

Welfare Matters  
By the time this newsletter is printed Christmas will be over 
and we will be into 2017. So much has happened with the 
club in the past year. One of the best things has been the 
laying of the tarmac to rectify the potholes which were quite 
dangerous. Every time I see it, it looks like a work of art to me. 
The veterans have been able to be involved in some of the 
activities at the Portcullis Club which included a fish n' chips 
lunch in June which went very well. They are still attending 
the coffee mornings held on the last Thursday of the month at 
the Old Coulsdon Centre for the retired. I am pleased to say 
we have got six new members in the last month or so. 
There are still the respite breaks at Princess Marina House 
which are very popular and more people are wanting to go. 
I am so sorry that Evelyn and Hartmut will be leaving us. That is selfish of me because they deserve to 
spend time in Germany with their growing family. They will be greatly missed and I would like to thank them 
both for everything they have done and wish them good health and happiness. 
Please would some of you think of stepping up to take over their duties. 
I would like to wish everyone a very happy, healthy new year.       
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Following our tradition we have been again at the Church Walk in Caterham to help Santa switching on the 
Christmas Lights on Saturday, 26 Nov 2016. Starting early at 10am our crew had a long day to promote our 
Wings Appeal and to entertain the youngsters at the 'Lucky Airbase'. As you can see from the pictures our 
stall attracted many visitors, amongst them some quite curious characters. 

Vera and Alison at the BoB dinner 

                                        Vera Harvey 

Honorary Welfare Officer  /  Phone: 01883 344145 / Email: harvey.vera@gmail.com 
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Remembrance Sunday 2016   by Hartmut Klein 
This year marks the 100th anniversary of 
the Battle of the Somme. Thus, 
Remembrance Day became even more 
poignant. This was clearly reflected in 
the large attendance of the memorial 
services at St Luke’s Whyteleafe and 

Kenley Memorial. 

At 10.50 am Reverend Tim Goode 
remembered the fallen of both World 
Wars in a ceremony at the Whyteleafe 

 War Memorial in St Luke’s churchyard. 

The Last Post preluded the nationwide 
Silence at 11.00 am. This was followed by 
the service in St Luke’s Church held by 

Rev Tim Goode and Rev Sara Goatcher. 
In her sermon Rev Sara Goatcher 
informed us how playing the Last Post 
followed by Silence and Reveille became 

Today's ritual. Many of the Remembrance 
congregation saw for the first time how St Luke’s 

Church shone in its new outfit after conclusion of 
the extensive reordering works. 

After the service at St Luke’s many of the 

congregation made their way up to the airfield. 
Large crowds gathered at 1.30 pm at the Tribute 
to attend the commemorations performed by 450 
Squadron. Croydon and Tandridge Councils  sent 

their Mayors along-
side representatives 
of local organisations 
and groups to pay 
their respects by 
laying a wreath. The 
weather provided a 
fitting backdrop, 
mostly cloudy with 
sunny intervals. 
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The Kenley Air Cadets of 450 
Squadron greeted the congregation 
in St Luke’s Churchyard and paraded 

before the Tribute on the airfield. 



 

 

 

The Battle of Britain Class Steam Locomotives    by Brian Seddon 
Post World War 2 the Southern Railway anticipated a 
huge upsurge in holiday passenger traffic as Joe 
Public attempted to get back to normality. With some 
foresight a lightened version of the wartime Merchant 
Navy Class had already been drawn up and Brighton 
Locomotive works was chosen to construct what 
would become known as The West Country, Battle of 
Britain Class. 
Designed by the Southern’s Chief Mechanical 

Engineer Oliver Bulleid to the same ‘Pacific’ wheel 

arrangement as his earlier Merchant Navy Class their 
lighter weight would imbue the class with a far greater 
route availability. 
The initial 48 locomotives were given West Country 
names but in a spark of genius the Southern Publicity 
Department decided to commemorate The Battle of 
Britain by applying relevant names. RAF Squadrons, Commanders and Airfields were included along with 
Government Ministers from the 1940 coalition cabinet. The six airfields included were Croydon (34056) - Biggin 
Hill (34057) - Tangmere (34067) - Kenley (34068) - Hawkinge (34069) and Manston (34070). Of these, two 
managed to avoid scrapping 34067 & 34070 and both are operational today in “Air Smoothed” as built form. The 

BoB theme ended with 34089 with numbers from 34090 to 34108 reverting to West Country names. The 
complete class totaled 110 locomotives with the last two carrying BoB names, 34109 became Sir Trafford Leigh-
Mallory and 34110 emerging in 1951 as 66 Squadron. In the early 1960’s wholesale scrapping of British 

Railways steam locomotive fleet commenced. Fortunately 20 of the 110 Light Pacifics survived and by a strange 
quirk those that did were equally divided between original and rebuilt. A large number have been restored by 
dedicated enthusiasts and can be seen working on preserved railways around the UK. 

Sgt Pilot Fenemore Memorial Service    by Hartmut Klein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sgt Pilot Stanley Fenemore was stationed at RAF Kenley with No 501 squadron, when his Hawker Hurricane 
was brought down at Posterngate Farm, South Godstone on 15th October 1940 at 8.15 am. A small memorial 
marks the spot with a bench and information notice, overlooking fields by the A22. The site had been cleared by 
members of the parish in summer 2016 to enable it to be visited once more. This included the installation of a 
new oak bench which now carries the memorial plaque taken from the old bench. 
On Saturday, the 29th October 2016, some 60 people gathered at the crash site to attend a service to 
commemorate the 76th anniversary of Sgt Pilot Fenemore’s death, amongst them members of the Fenemore 

family, the local MP Sam Gyimah as well as officers of RAF Brize Norton where No 501 squadron is based 
nowadays. The Rev. Peter O’Connell of St Nicolas Godstone led the commemorations, assisted by the standard 

bearer of the Royal British Legion Godstone. Following the service the congregation went to St Nicholas Church 
in Godstone where the log book and medals of Stanley Fenemore are held.  
Our RAFA Branch was represented by a small delegation led by chairman Mike Roach. 
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In memory of Tony Harding 

     615 Squadron           615 Squadron first formed  
in 1937 as an Army cooperation one but in 1938 changed 
to the fighter role at Kenley at the time of the Munich Crisis. 
The position of Honorary Air Commodore was filled by 
Winston Churchill and the squadron became known as 
“Churchill’s Own” after summer camp at Ford it went to 
Croydon as its first war station but was sent in November 
to France as part of the air component of the British 
Expeditionary Force. There was little action seen until May 
1940 and the squadron was just receiving some Hurricane 
monoplanes at the time of the German offensive. After 
several days of fighting remaining planes were flown back 
to Kenley on 20 May. Flying from there it helped cover the 
Dunkirk evacuation and was then visited by King George VI 

who presented medals to S/LDR Kayll and F/LT 
Sanders. From mid June it often flew down to 
Hawkinge in Kent to operate from there for the day covering shipping 
in the Channel. During the Battle of Britain that followed probably its 
worst day was on August 18 when six of its Hurricanes were destroyed 
on the ground and another five in the air fighting. At the end of August 
it was sent up to Prestwick to rest and reform before coming back 

south again to Northolt in October to fly as part of a 3 squadron wing with 229 and 302 (Polish) Squadrons 
for the concluding stage of the Battle of Britain. Returning to Kenley in November it soon took part in early 
bomber escorts and fighter sweeps over France until sent on rest to Valley for escorting shipping in the 
Irish Sea. Yet another move to Manston came at the end of 1941 
for attacking enemy shipping themselves until a final posting to 
Fairwood in February 1942 to prepare for a move overseas. 401 
officers and airmen left Liverpool on 17 March arriving at Bombay 
in the May and became operational at Jessore Bengal in June 

with reconnaissance flights of 
their sector with Hurricane IIc 
aircraft. There were some 14 
moves of base in the next 3 
years with their Hurricanes being 
replaced first by Spitfire V and 
then Spitfire VIII aircraft which 
enabled them to destroy a large 
number of Japanese aircraft. 
Then strangely it was disbanded 
at Cuttack by renumbering the 
Spitfires in an exchange of 

aircraft with the Republic Thunderbolts of 135 Squadron. It flew 
these for a short time until with the war ended it finally disbanded 
at Vizagapatam on 25 September 1945. 
It reformed as part of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force at Biggin Hill 
in 1946 first flying Spitfires then Gloster Meteor jets until all 
auxiliary squadrons were disbanded in 1957. 
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Sqn Ldr Kayll receiving DSO 
and DFC from King George 

615 Squadron Aircraft 

Hawker Audax   1937/1938 

Hawker Hector   1937/1938 

Gloster Gauntlet  1938/1939 

Gloster Gladiator  1939/1940 

Hawker Hurricane I  1940/1941 

Hawker Hurricane II  1941/1943 

Supermarine Spitfire V  1943/1944 

Supermarine Spitfire VIII 1944/1945 

Republic Thunderbolt II  1945 

Supermarine Spitfire F14 1946/1949 

North American Harvard II 1946/1950 

Supermarine Spitfire F21 1947/1950 

Supermarine Spitfire F22 1948/1950 

Gloster Meteor F4  1950/1951 

Gloster Meteor F8  1951/1957 

Possible Battle Honours 
– France 1940 – Dunkirk 1940  
– Battle of Britain 1940 
– Europe 1941  
– India and Burma 1942-1945 

 

 

  Conjunctis viribus -  
 'By our united force' 


