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 9th May, 15:00 
Portcullis Club 
‘Brew for the Few’ & Talk 

 Armed Forces Day 
27th June, 10:00 to 18:00 
Croydon North End 
RAFA stall and collection 

 4th July, 12:00 to 16:00 
Grange Park Fair 
Old Coulsdon 
RAFA stall 

 26th July, 12:00 to 16:00 
Kenley Fun Day 
Kenley Common 
RAFA stall 

Find more details of 
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Editor’s Column 
Dear readers, 
The conference season is once more 
upon us. Back in March delegates of 
our South East and Eastern Area met 
in Hopton-on-Sea. The main topic was 
the age-structure of the RAFA 
membership. This is a major  concern. 
We have not enough members in the age bracket of 40 
to 60. These are supposed to be the members who are 
most likely to volunteer for all the tasks which keep 
RAFA afloat. Of course, no obvious solution was found. 
The discussion will continue at the national conference 
in May in Eastbourne. We will watch this space. 
Changing topic. I have prepared another survey of our 
Branch membership. I am interested in finding out who 
really reads this newsletter and how the readers rate it 
in terms of layout and content. This is for obvious 
reasons. However, more importantly, I want to keep 
costs low. I am planning to cease sending out copies to 
those who are not interested in it and hence not 
responding to this survey. Thus, I definitely need your 
feedback on the coupon attached on pages 2 and 3. If I 
do not hear back from you, I will send one more issue 
with another reminder as a final chance.  
Please take this step as it is intended, all regular and 
occasional readers should continue receiving our 
newsletter, however, those who do not want it should 
be taken off the distribution list and by this benefit our 
welfare efforts. In any case, there is always an electronic 
copy on our website free for all to download  
(www.rafa-kenley.com/announcements). 
Let’s look forward to the longer days and the outdoor 

events coming up. Hope to meet you there. 
 

Hartmut Klein  

Phone: 020 8668 7540  
Email: hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 

PS: Expect the next newsletter to hit your doormat in mid July with 
all the details of upcoming events and more reports. 

Branch Chairman’s Column 
 
The Branch AGM is over for another year 
and on the day it gave me an 
opportunity to give an overview of the 
past year’s activities to a well-attended 
meeting which was very pleasing for 
these rather formal occasions. 

The spring colours are now showing in our gardens and 
with it the warmer weather hopefully following as there 
are a number of “Wings” events planned throughout the 
year. Their success or otherwise is largely due to our 
members so may I ask you all to help where possible 
especially as this is the 75th anniversary year of the 
Battle of Britain. The first “Wings” event this year is to be 

held on Saturday 9th May at the Portcullis Club with 
three more similar events to follow. It would be so 
rewarding to have a good start to the “Wings” year so do 

come along for there is a great deal of preparation work 
prior to these Saturday talks and a healthy turnout makes 
it all worthwhile. 

As you will see Hartmut has written a brief resume about 
the South East & Eastern Area RAFA Conference which 
we attended and the concerns expressed with regards to 
the importance of recruiting new younger members. You 
will have observed the amount of active ex RAF 
servicemen in our Branch alone is becoming smaller as 
each year passes, and the perceived differentiation 
between Associate and Ordinary members will become 
blurred. I have written about this in the past and just wish 
to emphasise the importance of our priorities when 
joining the Association. Our aim is to help each other, 
which I am sure we do, but also where possible to 
embrace the wider picture of “Wings” by helping those in 

need of assistance throughout the UK and beyond. 

By the time you read this Newsletter the Centenary 
Commemoration of Caterham’s famous Recruiting Day 

March will have taken place and hopefully there will have 
been a good number of RAFA members present at the 
parade.  Thank you to those who were able to attend as 
this was a good opportunity to advertise the work of the 
Association and our Branch at Kenley. 

I trust you all have had a happy Easter if a little belatedly. 

Mike Roach  

Phone: 020 8668 3408 
Email: mike@rafa-kenley.com  
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Forthcoming events 

"Brew for the Few" and talk by Clare Walker  
9th May 2015 / 15:00 / Portcullis Club 

This event is in aid of RAFA's Wings Appeal 
After a good old brew accompanied by Evelyn's homemade cake, we will  
learn from Clare Walker about the "Spitfire Women of World War II".  
Sounds interesting? - Come and join us for this special afternoon.  
There will also be a raffle (tickets £1.00). 

Admission: £7.50 per person (pay on the day) / Registration required by 6th May 

Call Evelyn Klein on 020 86687540 and leave a message on the answerphone or  
email evelyn@rafa-kenley.com 
 

We urgently need volunteers for the following Wings Appeal collections!!!!  

If you can spare 2 or 3 hours on these days between 10am and 4pm please  
call Evelyn Klein on 020 86687540 or email to evelyn@rafa-kenley.com 

 13th and 14th May 2015 – Collection at Tesco in Caterham 

 27th June 2015 – Armed Forces Day / RAFA stall and street  
collection in Croydon (10am - 6pm) 

 4th July 2015 – Old Coulsdon Grange Park Fair / RAFA stall   

 26th July 2015 – Kenley Fun Day on Kenley Common / RAFA stall  
 

 
 

RAFA Branch Kenley and Caterham / Member Survey April/May 2015 

As mentioned in the Editor’s Column on page 1, your Branch Committee would be grateful if 
you could complete the questionnaire overleaf and return it to the address below. If you 
prefer to send an email with this information please address it to hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 

 

 RAFA Branch Kenley and Caterham 

c/o 
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Hartmut Klein 
2 Maryhill Close 
Kenley 
CR8 5HU 

 Please tear off coupon here   

The Spitfire Women of World War II 
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A follow-up on Tony Harding’s elaborations on ‘Mac the Knife’  
Annual General Meeting of RAFA Portcullis Club 
Tuesday, 10th March 2015 / 20:30 / Portcullis Club 

 

Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch 661 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch 661 to be  
held at the Portcullis Club on Tuesday 17th March, 2015 at 8.30pm. 

Nominations for members wishing to stand for the Committee to be advised to the  
Secretary by 10th March. 

signed Ken Bolton, Branch Secretary 

 

Remembering World War I / Commemoration of Caterham’s famous Recruiting Day March 
Sunday, 12th April / 2.30 pm 

Look out for more details announced by the organisers, The Bourne Society.  
RAFA will be part of the exhibition at the United Reformed Church in Harestone Valley Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAFA Branch Kenley and Caterham / Member Survey April/May 2015 

Download, Victor Beamish Avenue Caterham CR3 5FX   

 I am a regular or occasional reader of our Branch’s newsletter and definitely want to 

receive future copies  

 I like the layout and content of the newsletter as it is. 
 I think the following changes should be made to either the layout or content of the newsletter: 

 

 

 

 

 I am not interested in the newsletter and am happy not to receive any future copies 
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Chairman Mike Roach and  
Secretary Ken Bolton  

at the Branch AGM 2014 

Please tear off coupon here  

 

Sir Archibald McIndoe 
Surgeon 1900 – 1960 

He led a pioneering team whose treatment  
gave the lives back to severely burned airmen of  

the Guinea Pig Club and other casualties of World War II 

EAST GRINSTEAD   The Town That Did Not Stare 

On a recent visit to East Grinstaed we 
discovered the McIndoe Memorial Statue in 
front of the Sackville College in the High Street. 
Instantly we recalled Tony’s article ‘Ordeal by 

fire and scalpel’ published in our Branch’s 

newsletter back in November 2010. The 
McIndoe statue was only unveiled in June of last 
year by HRH the Princess Royal. 

More information on Sir Archibald McIndoe is of 
course available in the mentioned newsletter or 
on our website  ‘www.rafa-kenley.com/runway/ 
tony-harding-collection-part-1’. 

Martin Jenning’s statue in memorial to  
Sir Archibald McIndoe 

  



 

 

 

Caterham Commemorates Centenary of Famous Recruiting Day 

Backed by Tandridge Council the Bourne Society organised a Commemorative March through Caterham Valley 
on 12th April, 2015. 

The Marchers were led by the 1st Cinque Ports Corps of Drums and World War 1 Re-enactors then followed by 
the Massed Standards of the Royal British Legion for the County of Surrey and the RAFA Branch Standard. The 
March included contingents from Royal Marine Cadets, Army Cadets, Sea Cadets and was well supported by 
Groups from Caterham District Scouts and neighbouring Scout Groups. 

The March started from White Knobs Way and along the Godstone Road. The Salute at the Asprey Fountain 
was taken by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Col. A P Guthrie TD DL and other Dignatories. The March 
terminated at the United Reformed Church. 

RAFA Branch Secretary, Ken Bolton, was involved with organising the Parade. 
 

 ‘Sailor’ Malan, RAF Fighter Pilot   by Brian Seddon 
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At the ceremony 

Now fitted to the drinks cold room door behind 
the bar counter is this framed notice - see 
photo. 

It is a modification of Adolph "Sailor" Malan's 
10 Rules of Air Fighting written from his own 
experiences to provide a guidance to sprog 
RAF pilots. An expert fighter pilot himself he 
felt keenly the loss of new pilots on their first or 
second operational sorties. At this time new 
pilots were expected to go into combat with the 
best of the Luftwaffe after just 10 hours solo on 
Spitfires. 

Sailor was a native of South Africa running 
away from home at an early age to go to sea. 
Signing on with The Union Castle shipping 
company he completed a fair total of voyages 
before ending up in London and joining the 
RAF. 

He served with 74 Squadron at Biggin Hill 
during the latter months of 1940, eventually 
promoted to be Station Commander there. 

His 10 rules were still to be found posted up in 
pilots crew rooms in the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. 
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Welfare Matters / AGM 2015 Report (excerpt) 
At RAFA Kenley & Caterham it has been another busy and fulfilling year.  

Our regular coffee mornings and the lunches (see November 2014 and February 2015 
newsletters respectively) at the ‘Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired’ continue to be well 
attended and much enjoyed by our veterans, wives, and widows also helpers. 

Throughout the year we had car boot sales to raise money which were quite a success.  

We also had money donated anonymously. 

Our veterans were able to attend some of the fish and chips lunches also ‘Brew for the Few’ 

at the Portcullis Club with talks. They enjoy being involved in these events and meeting other 
members and are appreciative of the effort that goes into the organising and planning.  

We had two respite breaks for our group at Princess Marina. Quite a few others go in ones 
and twos throughout the year and it becomes ever more popular. 

Allison and I have attended 
networking events in the 
area and have taken 
advantage of courses 
offered by TVSC throughout 
the year. 

The veterans are getting older; many have 
recently celebrated ninetieth birthdays and also 
the volunteers/helpers are not getting any 
younger so if any of the younger members 
would like to get involved for just a few hours a 
month they would find it most rewarding. So 
please think about it and maybe have a chat to 
one of the committee members or contact me. 

Let’s work together to make it a successful 

2015. 

Vera Harvey          Honorary Welfare Officer  /  Phone: 01737 823218 / Email: vera@rafa-kenley.com 

First Impressions   by Tony Harding 
When the Spitfires of 66 Squadron flew down from Coltishall to Kenley on 3 rd 
September 1940, as they were taxiing into the dispersal area Pilot Officer “Dizzie” 

Allen noticed the number of craters, wrecked vehicles and aircraft from previous 
raids. As they climbed from their planes they were greeted by the C.O. of the 
squadron they were relieving who seemed exhausted and rather agitated, who then 
quickly ran to his Spitfire to lead the remnants of 616 Auxiliary Squadron off up 
North. 

“Dizzie” then went with the others to the Officers Mess first having to stand aside at 

the door as a coffin was brought out. When entering the room allocated to him, he 
found the wardrobe still contained a dead pilots clothes and, standing on the wash 
basin, a razor and shaving brush still bearing traces of soap. 

After quickly settling in the pilots returned to dispersal and were put on readiness.  
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Vera and Audrey selling bric-a-brac at the Heritage Day in 2014 

Vera Harvey 

Allison John-Pandya 



 

 

 

Report from Branch Secretary of the 2015 AGM 
Mike welcomed 30 members to the meeting on 17th March. The 
Dedication of the Royal Air Forces Association to those who have 
passed away was read followed by a Silent Tribute. 
Written reports from the Branch Officers were attached to the Agenda. 
Chairman, Mike Roach gave a resume of the activities of the last year. 
A lot of work had been done to support the Wings Appeal and for the 
first time we had collected in Croydon Town Centre.   We also paid 
our respects at the Tribute in August and our thanks to Graham 
Stanford for bringing a very large Union Jack to use as a backdrop to 

our group of 
members. Heritage 
Day arranged in conjunction with the Friends of Kenley 
Airfield went very well. 
At the National RAFA Conference in Blackpool our 
Branch received the award for the best Newsletter - 
thanks to our Editor, Hartmut. 
The Treasurer reported that 
Branch income was not sufficient 
in itself although we get credit 
from Head Office for the number 
of members that we have and for 
how much we collect for Wings. 
Therefore the Portcullis Club will 

make a financial contribution to the Branch in 2015. The Branch does receive 
donations for example from the families of members who have passed away for 
which we are grateful. Waitrose had made a donation to our Welfare Fund. 
Our Welfare Officer Vera Harvey has been ill during the year and we are pleased to see her here today. 
Thanks to Allison and the volunteers who saw that the Welfare support continued. The Coffee Mornings for 
Veterans are still going well. 

Election of Committee - After so many years Bert Fane & Audrey Eldridge have stood down. Audrey has 
been a Committee member since 1981. 
Maggie Jones would now concentrate on 
Club activities. The five existing members 
would continue. However, the Chairman 
proposed Evelyn Klein as an additional 
member - this was seconded. This new 
Committee was approved unanimously. Les 
Benson was appointed Standard Bearer. 

Presentation of Trophies. The award for 
the highest Wings Collection went to 285 
Sqn ATC, Coulsdon. Three Cadets and a 
Warrant Officer were present to receive the 
Trophy to warm applause. One more 
Presentation - for the person who has done 
most for the Branch over the year - went to 
Hartmut Klein - again to much applause. 
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Chairman Mike Roach and 
                       Secretary Ken Bolton 

Treasurer Gwen Smedley 

Air Cadets from 285 Squadron receiving their Trophy 

Members at the Branch AGM 2015 
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Fancy a Brew at the Spitfire Café?   by Hartmut Klein 
I was asked this question by Brian. Brian Seddon is a long-standing 
member of Kenley & Caterham Branch and known for his dedication 
to RAFA and to the world of steam locomotives. Not only does he 
regularly help running the bar at our Portcullis Club on Kenley 
Airfield but he also enjoys doing practical things in his spare-time 
like making replica nameplates of the good old ‘Battle-of-Britain-
Class’ steam engines. Now back to the initial question. Yes, of 

course, was my answer. A minute later I found myself in Brian’s car 

and we drove all the way from Kenley Airfield to Biggin Hill Airport. 
We passed the Airport and St. George’s, the RAF Chapel of 

Remembrance, and followed the Main Road towards Westerham for 
another mile when I spotted the Spitfire Café on the right. Quite a 
long way for a cuppa! 
On entering the Café, I thought I was stepping into another world! A 
copy of a newspaper proclaiming war with Germany on a table; on 
the walls RAF artefacts and pictures of aircraft and pilots of the 
Battle-of-Britain and in the centre of the Café a large-scale model of 
a Spitfire dangling from the ceiling. Ok, let’s have a Brew here in the 

Spitfire Café.  
Sipping my Brew I suddenly spotted something familiar on one of the 
walls: nameplates of Battle-of-Britain-Class locomotives. Brian 
explained that a while ago he gave the nameplate of ‘Fighter 

Command’ to the heritage hangar on Biggin Hill Airport. But, as the 

hangar hasn’t been completed yet, the plate was ‘loaned’ to the Spitfire Café instead. To make it easier for 

the Café to eventually return the plate, Brian decided to give them their own plate, the ‘Spitfire’ (what else!). 

An interesting story made even more interesting by chatting to the owners of the Café: Sally and Barry 
O’Connor. One really gets the feeling of their enthusiasm for local history, not only expressed by RAF 

artefacts but also by displaying many photographs and documents of their own families’ history. It comes 

as no surprise to find ‘Help-for-Heroes’ banners on the walls and a tray with RAFA merchandise and a 

collection tin for the Wings Appeal on the counter. Well done Sally and Barry! We really enjoyed our Brew 
in your fantastic Café. I vow to come back with a busload of Kenley & Caterham veterans to visit Biggin Hill. 
I am sure they all fancy a Brew in the Spitfire Café. 
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Brian, Sally and Barry in front of ‘FIGHTER COMMAND’           Sally at the till – RAFA’s Wings Appeal just next to it 

RAF Chapel in Biggin Hill 

154a Main Road, Biggin Hill 
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Following part 1 (Intro) in May 2014 and part 2 with Ken Sayer’s 

input (Chapter 1) and part 3 with Ken Raffield’s contribution (Chapter 

2) in previous editions the article now concludes with my own input. 

      An addition to Peter Flint’s book “R.A.F. Kenley”  by Hartmut Klein 

continued on page 9   

At a recent visit to the Science Museum in 
London I found the preserved Hawker 
Hurricane of No 615 Squadron flown by Pilot 
Officer Looker which made a forced landing 
at Croydon on 18th August, 1940 (see chapter 

 

  

four ‘The Battle of Britain’, page 79).   Unfortunately the  
display didn’t allow for enough room to take a full picture of 
the aircraft, but I trust you can identify it on the below photos. 

 

Peter Flint’s book was published in 1985.  
It tells the story of R.A.F. Kenley,  

the Royal Air Force Station, 1917 – 1974. 

The photo below shows Godstone Road, Caterham Valley, looking 
north. This was the site of Kenley’s Emergency Operations Room 

‘Camp B’ in a disused butchers shop (long demolished) in 
  

was used as the Officers’ Mess in 1917, is still standing in its 

former glory: ‘The Garth’ in Kenley’s Welcomes Road. (photo 

above) 

 

September and 
October 1940.  
(see chapter five 
‘The Archilles 

Heel’, pages 89 

and 90). 

And finally the 
good news that 
the building, which 
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Continued:  An addition to Peter Flint’s book “R.A.F. Kenley”  

During research for the RAFA website I came across the ‘The Bomb Sight Project’. You can find it on the internet 

using ‘www.bombsight.org’. This website provides even more information in the context of the R.A.F. Kenley story. 

In their own words: The Bomb Sight project is mapping the London WW2 bomb census between 7/10/1940 and 
06/06/1941. Previously available only by viewing in the Reading Room at The National Archives, Bomb Sight is 
making the maps available to citizen researchers, academics and students. They will be able to explore where the 
bombs fell and to discover memories and photographs from the period. 

This screenshot gives an example of what is on offer: 

 

 

A quiz for the eagle-eyed 

What is it that is stored here   
waiting to be shipped ? 
(Find the answer in the next edition) 

I hope you enjoyed reading this article. It is amazing that so many years after the war 
events still more details emerge. Even if not always of great importance but always 
contributing to ‘the big picture’: 

 what impact did it have 
 how ordinary people experienced the time 
 what came after the war was over 

If you can contribute anecdotes or even more facts, please get in contact.  

My email address is hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 


