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2015 

 

 10th March, 20:30 
Portcullis Club  
Club AGM 

 17th March, 20:30 
Portcullis Club  
Branch AGM 

 12th April, 14:30 
Remembering WW1 
United Reformed Church 
Caterham 

 9th May, 15:00 
Portcullis Club 
‘Brew for the Few’ & Talk 

Find more details of 
forthcoming events inside 

Our RAFA 
Branch is now 
250 members 

strong! 
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Editor’s Column 
Dear readers, 
May I start with a sincere ‘Happy 

New Year’ for you and your families. 

We are entering a new year which 
will inevitably bring change and new 
ideas. Those of you who are 
members    of    the   Kenley   Airfield 
Friends Group will be aware that the bid for Heritage 
Lottery Funds to protect and conserve what is left of 
Kenley Airfield enters a crucial stage. At stake are 
almost a million pounds to keep an important part of 
our local heritage alive. Once the funds have been 
granted and the project starts in earnest, RAFA has to 
play an important part in the work that follows. Another 
priority for our Branch in 2015 is to expand our 
membership by attracting younger generations. And it 
doesn’t stop there, we need to spread the word about 
RAFA and the good work we do by co-operating with 
other local organisations such as the Bourne Society, 
Rotary Clubs, Croydon Airport Society, etc. This is not 
least to create fundraising opportunities for our Wings 
Appeal.  
On another note, there is one tradition – or is it more of 
an ‘out of control’ habit – which a number of people 
wish to change in the new year! That is the number of 
Christmas cards being exchanged between members 
attending the club premises. Judging by my own 
experience, I am flattered by receiving almost 40 cards. 
However, I am struggling to return as many. The same 
happened to many more members (at least 40!). On 
behalf of the aforementioned ‘number of members’ – 
including myself  – can I suggest to all that from now on 
to write just one Christmas card to ‘all of the Branch’. 
Your card will be pinned to a big Christmas Display 
Board at the club. By that a lot of effort and money will 
be saved and – most importantly – no one will be 
forgotten….. 

Hartmut Klein  

Phone: 020 8668 7540  
Email: hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 

PS: Expect the next newsletter to hit your doormat in mid April with 
all the details of  upcoming events and more reports. 

Branch Chairman’s Column 
I am writing this report just before the 
old year is out and most importantly to 
meet the Editors deadline! My thoughts 
are now focussed towards the New Year 
and events we can look forward to or 
participate in throughout the coming 
warmer months. The  three well-known 
fixtures are of course the Hardest Day in August, Battle of 
Britain Sunday in September and Remembrance Day in 
November. As the Battle of Britain marks its 75th 
anniversary this year, we are looking into a special 
commemoration, more details to follow. The other 
summer events we are going to attend have proved to be 
very successful  and most importantly a chance for us to 
meet the public and to give them a little insight of RAFA 
and the work we do in the area of Welfare, in their local 
area.  I should add that this welfare work is carried out by 
volunteers, headed by our HWO Vera Harvey. Their work 
in this much needed area is largely unseen by us but we 
do owe them a debt of gratitude for all they do behind the 
scenes. 
The past twelve months have been a successful year for 
both Branch and Club and thanks to the work of many I 
am sure this will continue. During the coming twelve 
months we shall, where possible, attend local events with 
the aim of promoting our Branch and organisation for it is 
quite surprising how many local people are unaware of 
our activities. 
On Sunday, 12th April there are plans to commemorate 
Caterham’s famous “Recruiting Day March” that took 

place one hundred years ago in 1915. There will also be an 
exhibition of WW1 artefacts at the URC in Harestone 
Valley Road where we plan to participate. 
As you are aware in March we hold our Branch AGM. This 
is your chance to have a say on our activities and strategy. 
Please mark your diaries to attend, the date is Tuesday, 
17th March at 20:30 hours. Look at the notice board, there 
will be a Nomination Form for those of you who wish to 
join or change the Branch committee. 
In conclusion I do hope you all had a good Christmas and 
may I take this opportunity to wish you all you wish 
yourselves for this New Year, 2015. 

Mike Roach  

Phone: 020 8668 3408 / Email: mike@rafa-kenley.com  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 

 NEWSLETTER       page  1 

February – April 2015 
 



 

 

 

Forthcoming events 
Annual General Meeting of RAFA Portcullis Club 
Tuesday, 10th March 2015 / 20:30 / Portcullis Club 

 

Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch 661 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch 661 to be  
held at the Portcullis Club on Tuesday 17th March, 2015 at 8.30pm. 

Nominations for members wishing to stand for the Committee to be advised to the  
Secretary by 10th March. 

signed Ken Bolton, Branch Secretary 

 

Remembering World War I / Commemoration of Caterham’s famous Recruiting Day March 
Sunday, 12th April / 2.30 pm 

Look out for more details announced by the organisers, The Bourne Society.  
RAFA will be part of the exhibition at the United Reformed Church in Harestone Valley Road. 

Wings Appeal – What’s on in 2015 
2014 was a very busy year with our own events, other regular events and a 
number of invitations to represent RAFA and the Wings Appeal. The outcome was 
great and I hope that we will have similar opportunities in 2015. Our schedule for 
this year is already taking shape. However, I will need new volunteers to support 
me with various activities. Last year we had a shortfall, because some who always 
used to help, couldn`t do it for different reasons. Please contact me if you can help 
on one or more of the following occasions: 

 Wings Collection at Armed Forces Day in Croydon on Saturday, 27th June, 
from 10am - 6pm 

 Old Coulsdon Grange Park Fair on Saturday, 4th July, from 11am – 4pm 
 Kenley Fun Day on Kenley Common on Sunday, 26th July, from 10am – 4pm 
 Various events at the Churchwalk Shopping Centre in Caterham in September, 

October and November. When the dates become available, I will announce 
them in the next newsletters.  

 Street and premises collections during Battle-of-Britain week. 

Of course we will also have our “Brew for the Few” events at the Portcullis Club, but not as many as we 
used to. This is due to the fact that attendance is declining. I hope with less events more people might be 
able to attend. The planned dates for 2015 are 

 Saturday, 9th May, from 3pm - 6pm / Clare Walker will talk about ‘The Spitfire Women of WWII’ 
 Saturday, 3rd October, from 3pm - 6pm 
 Saturday, 5th December, our Advent afternoon from 3pm - 6pm 

I am already in touch with two more speakers and will announce the details when I have their 
confirmations. 

Evelyn Klein      

Wings Appeal Organiser / Phone: 020 8668 7540 / Email: evelyn@rafa-kenley.com 
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Chairman Mike Roach and  
Secretary Ken Bolton  

at the Branch AGM 2014 

Ë!
+
!
!
+
#
!
!
!
Ì

P
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
2
/
5



 

 

 

Club Chairman’s Report 
A Very Happy and Healthy New Year to all our members and I look forward to meeting 
you all at some point during the next twelve months. I have been looking through my 
report submitted in January 2014 and realise there is still much to do to maintain the 
momentum in improving the Portcullis Club premises. There is still the external 
‘PORTCULLIS CLUB’ sign to refurbish and the exterior work to the kitchen to be 

started. These projects, carried forward from 2014, need to be started as soon as the 
weather improves. I can add to these, such items as ‘decoration of the bar area’ and 

‘re-surfacing of our driveway and car park’.  
My biggest regret of the summer was on the ‘The Hardest Day’ when crowds turned out 

to see the BBMF and the Canadian Lancaster fly over, but unfortunately, the flypast was cancelled due to 
bad weather. On the plus side, the bad weather on the day 
brought in potential new members who were not aware of 
our club’s existence and several have since joined as 

associate members. 
We held several outstanding events during the summer all of 
which are well documented on the Portcullis News website 
www.portcullisnews.co.uk. 
On 21st December, the club was packed with members 
listening to the songs of David Jelley and the ‘Vegas Sound’, 

whilst enjoying the buffet of homemade dishes kindly contributed by members. The stunning Christmas 
decorations were installed by Robin Grainger with the help of Dave Young, and they highlighted the new 
fireplace and mantelpiece. 
Finally, it should be remembered that central to our club’s existence is its location on the famous Kenley 
Airfield with its Battle of Britain connections and our duty to support the R.A.F.A. 

Ron Aspinwall       Club Chairman / Phone: 07957 197805 / Email: ron@rafa-kenley.com 

 

New War Memorial at Woldingham   by Ken Bolton 
The new Woldingham Village War 
Memorial was inaugurated on 25th 
October by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Surrey and attended by the President of 
the Royal British Legion and the 
Commander, Naval Region, Members 
of the Project Committee and well 
supported by local residents. There was 
a Service of Dedication led by the Vicar 
of Woldingham. 
The new Memorial is in Portland stone 
situated in front of St Paul's Church. 
The Memorial records the names of people from the village and nearby 
who gave their lives in the two World Wars and other conflicts. Included 
are the names of 8 personnel from the RAF and so our Branch together 
with the Portcullis Club was a Donor. 
The RAF Standard was paraded by Les Benson, accompanied by Mike 
Roach, Chairman and myself, Branch Secretary.  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Ken Sayers, Mike Roach, Les Benson 

At the ceremony 

Our Standard Bearer front right 

Ron Aspinwall 

31 August 2014  
Charity car and bike 

show at the 
Portcullis Club 



 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday 2014  
The Standard Bearers were in position at the War 
Memorial in St Luke's churchyard in Whyteleafe at 10.45 
am, when Reverend Tim Goode opened the 
commemorations with a prayer. He then read the names 
from the Whyteleafe War Memorial to be followed by The 
Last Post and The 2 Minutes Silence and The Reveille.  
After the Standards had been presented in the church, 
the service in St Luke's Church commenced. Reverend 
Sara Goatcher recalled the story and events which made 
the Flander's Poppy the symbol of remembrance. After 
the national anthem and blessing the Standards left the 
church and the congregation retired for refreshments to 
the Whyteleafe Tavern.  

A lovely afternoon with bright sunshine greeted the 
many residents who came out to witness the wreath-
laying ceremony at the RAF Kenley Tribute at 1.30 
pm. The guard of honour, OC 450 (Kenley) 
Squadron / Air Training Corps, took position at the 
tribute. The ceremony was led by the Mayor of 
Croydon, Councillor Manju Shahul-Hameed. 
Reverend Chris Thomson from All Saints Church in 
Kenley and Reverend Tim Goode from St Luke's 
Church as well as many other local organisations 
including the Chairman of Tandridge District Council, 
Councillor Elizabeth Parker, showed their respect by 

laying a wreath at the tribute. Remembrance Sunday concluded with refreshments at the Portcullis Club. 

Battle-of-Britain-Class in Selsdon 
Thanks to our member 
Brian Seddon, who, 
besides his passion to 
support RAFA, is a keen 
train spotter, our Branch 
could present to 66 
Selsdon Squadron ATC  
a locomotive nameplate 
'66 Squadron'. 

First things first: Brian 
made a replica 
nameplate (original size, 
font, colours) of the 
Battle-of-Britain class 
locomotive named '66 
Squadron'. He then 
researched the history of both, 66 Squadron and the Battle-of-Britain class locomotives, and put his findings on a 
large poster. which he put in a picture frame to make it even more appealing. He gave nameplate and poster to 
the Branch Committee to present it to 66 Squadron ATC. 

Hartmut & Evelyn Klein picked up the task and made contact with Flt. Lt. Rob Cleeter, the Commanding Officer 
of 66 Squadron ATC. Rob in turn was quick to invite RAFA to take part in their forthcoming Annual Inspection by 
Wing Commander Colin Leggatt on 27th November 2014. 

RAFA Kenley & Caterham Branch, represented by Hartmut & Evelyn Klein and of course Brian Seddon, made 
their way to Selsdon and were invited to make the presentation after the formal inspection and awards 
ceremony. Hartmut addressed the Air Cadets with a message of thanks for their good work over countless years 
in aid of RAFA and the Wings Appeal. Brian then recalled history and explained what has led to the nameplate 
and this presentation. A big round of applause concluded this act.  

Kenley & Caterham 
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RAF Kenley Tribute 

Service at St Luke’s 

The Air Cadets of 66 Squadron together with Hartmut & Evelyn Klein on the left, Brian Seddon and 
Flt. Lt. Rob Cleeter on the right 

Well done Air Cadets and Brian Seddon. 
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     ROYAL AIR FORCE in Concert  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veteran’s Christmas Lunch on 18 December 2014 at the OCC 
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RAF Red Arrow David Montenegro   and   Evelyn Klein 

RAF Central Band 



 

 

 

For An Unknown Soldier 
Our Branch was involved in a remarkable event at Croydon 
Fairfield Halls on Friday, 14th of November 2014. 'For an 
unknown soldier', an idea conceived by the London Mozart 
Players and The Portsmouth Grammar School, organised by 
Sarah Butcher, Julia Desbruslais and Jenny Brady successfully 
brought the public, various schools as well as numerous 
organisations together to commemorate those fallen in the Great 
War. 

Croydon residents were invited to bring personal memorabilia 
related to WW1 to be on display at Fairfield Halls. Croydon 
schools contributed by showing both, pupil's individual drawings 
and paintings as well as artefacts created by groups and 
workshops. The Museum of Croydon also put memorabilia on 
display which was taken from their own exhibition 'First World 
War: Stories of Croydon'. Our RAFA Branch added artefacts from 
our display at the Portcullis Club and from our member Robin 
Grainger's private collection. Altogether a sizeable exhibition was 
set up on the mezzanine foyer of Fairfield Halls. 

The exhibition set the scene for the main act of the event: The 
London Mozart Players with the combined choirs of schools from 
Croydon and Portsmouth in concert to perform 'A Cantata of 
Remembrance to mark the Centenary of WW1 by Jonathan 
Dove'. More than 900 visitors from Croydon and neighbouring 
boroughs turned out and made this event a resounding success. 

The exhibition was open from early afternoon and only finished 
after the concert late in the evening. Our stand comprising of the 
exhibition artefacts as well as RAFA merchandise was attended 
by our Chairman Mike Roach, Wings Appeal organiser Evelyn 
Klein and her husband Hartmut. We were able to raise some 
funds for the Wings Appeal but most importantly had many 
interesting chats and discussions with visitors and other groups 
and societies at the event. 

In summary, a very special act of remembrance with broad 
community appeal and involvement. Well done London Mozart 
Players and all who contributed. 
 

Kenley & Caterham 
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Croydon Fairfield Halls 

Mike Roach and Evelyn Klein 

Visitors attending our stall at the exhibition 

Many pupils were involved in the concert Mezzanine Foyer at Fairfield Halls 
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Mavis Harriott – Our Lady Pilot 
A while ago Ken Bolton, our Branch Secretary, asked Mavis to tell us 
about her career with the RAFVR / Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve. Here is her response:  

On obtaining PPL (Private Pilot’s License) in 1951 I applied to join 
RAFVR as a cadet pilot and, after test flight, medical, aptitude test 
and interview, was accepted and instructed to report to No. 15 EFTS 
(Elimentary Flight Training School) at Redhill Aerodrome. I 
immediately started flying and ground training for my wings. This 
included advanced flying and aerobatics. 

In early 1953, at the request of Home Command, our station was 
asked to train 3 women pilots to give a formation display at White 
Waltham Aerodrome. I was fortunate to be selected and started an 
intense period of formation flying to come up to the standard required. 
It was quite exhilarating! There is a photo of the 3 of us standing by a 
Chipmunk (Image 1). I believe this was the first and only formation 
team of women pilots formed by the RAF. 

Also in 1953, in her Coronation year the Queen reviewed the RAF at 
Odiham and the day after the Review, RAF Odiham sent out an SOS 
to all stations asking for pilots to come and take away the 100 or so 
aircraft ranging from jets to basic aircraft that had formed part of the 
ground display. I joined 6 other pilots from Redhill and we were flown 
by Anson to Odiham. 
I was allocated a 
Chipmunk which we 

had to fly back to the maintenance base at RAF Cosford. The Anson 
went on ahead and on our arrival, after tea in the Mess, we climbed 
back into the Anson and were flown back to Redhill. An interesting 
day’s flying.  

The RAFVR equipment store was based at Kenley Aerodrome and I 
landed twice at Kenley , on 13 June 1953 and 16 July 1953, to collect 
various items of flying clothing. 

Unfortunately the Government decided to make cuts in defence at the 
end of 1953 and all EFTS schools were closed and so ended my two 
years in the RAFVR. 

Welfare Matters 
It is the end of the old year and start of a new one. Many of us reflect on the happenings of the 
old year and make plans for the New Year. At RAFA we are no different. 
If you receive our excellent Newsletter you will be up to date with all the happenings to do with 
the club and welfare so I won’t go over them here again. Hartmut has put in some lovely photos 

of our Christmas lunch which was our last event of 2014 for you all to see on page 5. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped us in any way over the 
last year, there are so many. Special thanks to Allison who so ably stood in for me and all the 
other helpers who go above and beyond the call of duty to help the veterans. 
Thanks also to the veterans, wives, husbands, widows and widowers who attend the meetings regularly and 
help to make them so enjoyable. 
Thank you to all who sent good wishes, cards and flowers during my recovery.  It really was appreciated. 
I look forward to seeing you all soon; 29th January for those who will be attending the coffee morning at the Old 
Coulsdon for the Retired. 
A happy, healthy new year to you all. 

Vera Harvey          Honorary Welfare Officer  /  Phone: 01737 823218 / Email: vera@rafa-kenley.com 

Image 2 / Mavis in the Chipmunk 
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Image 1 / Mavis is on the right 

Vera Harvey 
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Following part 1 (Introduction) in May 2014 and part 2 
with Ken Sayer’s input (Chapter 1) in the last 
newsletter the article now continues with Chapter 2 
containing photos taken from Ken Raffield’s scrapbook. 

      An addition to Peter Flint’s book “R.A.F. Kenley”  by Hartmut Klein 

continued on page 9   

Peter Flint’s book was published in 1985.  
It tells the story of R.A.F. Kenley,  

the Royal Air Force Station, 1917 – 1974. 

Quite a while ago, browsing through 
Ken Raffield’s scrapbook I 

discovered a number of photos taken 
when veteran German pilots, 
involved in the raid on Kenley 
aerodrome on 18th August 1940, 
Kenley’s Hardest Day, came to visit 

their former target site.  Unfortunately  

The aerodrome was widely featured in a book by the aviation historian Alfred Price, whose interest 
centred on just one day of the Battle of Britain, 18th August, 1940; his analysis concluded that this day 
was ‘the hardest day’, which later became the title of the book. It was while he was carrying out his 

research that Alfred Price invited veteran members of 9 Staffel, Kampfgeschwader 76, the German unit 
most involved in the spectacular 18th August raid, to come to Kenley. The last time they had seen the 
aerodrome was from the cockpits of their Dorniers at treetop height. The day of their visit, 25th August, 
1978, was warm and sunny, not unlike that eventful day thirty-eight years earlier. The ex-Luftwaffe aircrew 
met several ex-R.A.F. personnel who were on duty at the aerodrome that day: Group Captain Tom 
Prickman, the then Sector Commander, ex-W.A.A.F. Peggy Bray, Reg Sheldrake and Cliff Kenyon. Also 
present was No 111 Squadron pilot Harry Newton, who was shot down. 

 

This photo was taken 
near the old Sector 
Operations building on 
the aerodrome. 

(A photo of the old Sector 
Operations building can 
be found in chapter three 
‘Into Battle’, page 52) 

Ken Raffield 

I couldn’t find out when exactly the visit took place. So I 
posted the images on our website (www.rafa-
kenley.com) and asked viewers to get in contact if they 
knew the answer, however  to  no  avail.  Finally  I found 

the answer in Peter Flint’s book, chapter 7 ‘Doodle-bugs and Gliders’ on page 149: 

To come full circle I have included the photos in question here: 
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Continued:  An addition to Peter Flint’s book “R.A.F. Kenley”  

Photo above: Taken in front of the old Sector Operations building. From left to right: Mathius Maassen, Reg 
Sheldrake, Guenther Unger, Thomas Prickman - Sector Commander 1940, Franz Bergmann, Clifford Kenyon, 
Peggy Bray (nee Jones) and Max Schumann 

Help for the ‘Few’  by Tony Harding 

 

Read on in the next newsletter when the article concludes with a few of my own photos and interesting infor-
mation about a project which aims to map the London WW2 bomb census between 7/10/1940 and 06/06/1941. 

got orders to convert as many and as quick as possible. To start off, 
the work units originally ordered by the French, were used at a dozen 
selected airfields, a firm’s engineer going to each. A picked team of 

senior R.A.F. ground staff would watch each as they made the first 
conversions and then help him convert the next one or two. If they 
were doing it correctly the engineer would then let them start 
completion of the rest going on then to another squadron on the 
airfield or to another aerodrome altogether. With de Havilland 
providing more units and its engineers working up to sixteen hours a 
day, by the middle of August over a thousand Hurricanes, Spitfires 
and Defiants had been fitted with the constant speed units. This not 
only increased their service ceiling by several thousand feet but also a 
better all-round performance vital in the aerial battle then taking place. 

 

 

During the Battle of Britain Fighter Command received help from two unexpected sources. 

Firstly, with a decline in car manufacture when war began it was decided to use surplus skilled labour in the aircraft 
industry. As well as actually making aircraft, however, one group known as the civilian repair organisation was put 
on the repair of damaged fighter aircraft. Working in suitable commandeered premises it seems they always found 
it easier to repair Hurricanes than the all metal Spitfires, but overall results were very good. By September 1940 at 
least a quarter of replacement fighters reaching the squadrons were not newly built but repaired by the C.R.O. after 
being damaged during combat or in an accident. 

Secondly, was after June 1940 when the de Havilland works had developed a constant speed propeller for use on 
Merlin engine aircraft. As this gave a better service ceiling than those fitted to Spitfires and Hurricanes then the firm 

Photo: A still from 1940 newsreel showing a mixture of Rotol (recognisable by their blunt  
spinners) and de Havilland propellers employed on first-line Spitfires during the Battle. 


