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+++ Tasty: Recent Wings Appeal events +++ 
+++ Dedication of a Memorial to S/Ldr Caesar Hull +++ 

+++ Kenley Revival Project +++ 
 
 

 

 

11th March, 20:30 
Portcullis Club 
Club AGM 

15th March, 12 noon 
Portcullis Club  
Fish n’ Chips & Talk 

18th March, 20:30 
Portcullis Club  
Branch AGM 

12th April, 12 noon 
Portcullis Club  
Fish n’ Chips & Auction 

10th May, 15:00 
Portcullis Club 
‘Brew for the Few’ & Talk 

14th June, 12 noon 
Portcullis Field 
Kenley Heritage Day 

28th June, 12 noon 
Portcullis Club  
Fish n’ Chips & Talk  

12th July, 15:00 
Portcullis Club  
‘Brew for the Few’ & Talk 

17th August 
Kenley’s Hardest Day 

Find more details of 
upcoming events inside 

Events  
2014 
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Editor’s Column 

Dear readers, 
May I introduce myself:  
My name is Hartmut Klein, I  
am born and bred in Frankfurt 
am Main, 60 years old and an  
associate RAFA member for  
3 years now. I like to organise  
RAFA events, talk about Dam Busters as well as 
my home city..... 
..... and I am the new editor of this newsletter - 
our newsletter. Please forgive me, I am breaking 
with traditions and have revamped this newsletter 
to showcase RAFA Kenley and Caterham Branch 
as an open and forward-looking part of the RAF 
Family. As such I am applying more colour and 
photos and – most of all – a new style. Alongside 
our website this newsletter should inform you of 
what has happened and what is on the radar. I 
sincerely hope you like my style and regard this 
newsletter as worth showing to friends and 
family, neighbours and colleagues, by that 
spreading the word of our charitable organisation. 
To put it bluntly, we need more and younger 
members to keep us going. Both, membership 
contributions and hands-on members, are crucial 
to fulfill the purpose of RAFA. Obviously the 
‘density’ of current or former RAF Service 
Personnel in our area is diminishing. So, we need 
to look out for people interested in aviation to ‘fill 
the ranks’.  
That said, I wish you an enjoyable reading of this 
newsletter. I look forward to your comments – by 
phone, email or letter or even better, let’s have a 
chat at the Club. I am there most Tuesdays and 
at events. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hartmut Klein  

PS: Expect the next newsletter to hit your doormat in mid April 
with all the details of upcoming events and more reports. 

Phone: 020 8668 7540 
Email: hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 
Mail: 2 Maryhill Close, Kenley, CR8 5HU 
 

Branch Chairman’s Column 
Yet another year has passed by and this report  
will  be  the  first  for  the  newsletter  under the  
editorship  of  Hartmut  who  has  kindly  volun- 
teered  take  the  helm. The aim is of course to  
return to a regular quarterly newsletter with the 
object  of  having  within   it   many   interesting  
articles, comments and information.To achieve 
this  we shall need your input so do please put  
pen  to  paper or words to the screen for those  
of us who have a PC.  
I should like to take this opportunity to thank both Ron Aspinwall 
and Lesley West who over the past year or more have between 
them drawn together all the many elements to produce the last 
number of issues which has not been an easy exercise for them 
both.  We are very grateful for their efforts. 
The past year has been busy for both Branch and Club. I have 
been looking through my diary and it is quite surprising the many 
events that have been held at the Portcullis Club outside of the 
premises and further afield. The success of all these events and 
fixtures is entirely due to the goodwill of our volunteers, thank 
you to everyone. 
Frank Stanhope, our President, throughout the year continues to 
be very supportive of our Welfare work and continues with his 
generous giving in many other ways. In appreciation of the 
valuable work our volunteers do for welfare, Frank has this year 
paid for lunches at the Old Coulsdon Centre for the volunteers 
and veterans. The organisation and administration of these 
lunches has been carried out by Rosemary who, as you may 
know, now lives in North Devon so it has not been a straight-
forward task.  Despite this with her organisational skills,  the 
assistance of Vera and her helpers, all the lunches went very 
well and were enjoyed by all. See our website for pictures of 
these events. 
As you may know Ken Sayers and Tony Harding have recently 
been in hospital.  Ken has been our Standard Bearer for the past 
50 years and although not doing quite so much this year has, 
quite understandably, decided that it is time to call it a day.  We 
owe Ken a deep debt of gratitude and our thanks for the many 
years of dedicated service on behalf of the Branch.  Tony 
Harding has for quite a number of years written many articles for 
our newsletters together with excellent drawings.  I sincerely 
trust Tony will be back in harness soon,  and our readers are 
once again able to read and enjoy his interesting articles and 
drawings.    
Finally, members take note of the following dates:   
Club AGM March 11th and Branch AGM 18th March 2014. 
Please look for the Branch and Club Nomination Forms on the 
Club Notice Board. This is your chance for change, make the 
most of it!  
 
I wish all of you a ‘Very Happy 2014’.    

Mike Roach  

Phone: 020 8668 3408 / Email: mike@rafa-kenley.com 
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Ron Aspinwall 

 

 

 

Club Chairman’s Report January 2014 
The Portcullis Club has undergone a few changes since my last report in July 2013 and 
the membership continues to grow with greater numbers of folk enjoying our Sunday 
afternoon gatherings and Tuesday evening club nights. 
During last summer, the front wall of the club was stripped and pebble dashed giving the 
fascia a fresh new look, and the display of flowers around the front entrance, provided by 
Paul Surma, gave a welcoming touch to the exterior. During the coming year, more 
refurbishment is planned. Plans include refurbishment of  the ‘Portcullis’ exterior light box 

to incorporate the RAFA logo. The exterior of the kitchen building will be replaced with 
new cladding, and internally the Club Room will be stripped out and decorated. All these 
improvements will give the building a new warmth and appeal that will hopefully entice more members and 
guests to visit us. 
The IMPS (Invicta Military vehicle Preservation Society) have already made the club the venue for their 
monthly meetings. They also enjoy the Real Ale we now provide on a regular basis, supplied by three local 
micro breweries. The Real Ale was also enjoyed by members who came along to our Christmas Party on 
22nd December when they listened to the La Mouche quintet singing and playing forties and fifties songs; 
they are always popular with our members. La Mouche were then followed by Kaz ‘The Forties Sweetheart’ 

singing favourite songs of the period.  
The severe gale on the 23rd 
December tore five metal 
sheets off the club roof and the 
subsequent heavy rainfall has 
caused some minor internal 
damage. A local roofing 
contractor has installed 
emergency coverings to keep 
out the damp while permanent 
repairs are being organised, 
and so far, the opening of the club has not been affected.  

The club now has a new website targeting members and the local community, giving immediate news of 
forthcoming club events as well as reports on recent events, profiles of members, and a gallery of pictures 
past and present. The club committee will continue to improve the club’s facilities and activities in line with 

the members’ wishes, which is a very good reason for attending the Club and Branch AGM’s in March to let 

us know your wishes; I hope to see many of you there. 

Ron Aspinwall     Club Chairman / Phone: 07957 197805 / Email: ron@rafa-kenley.com 

Wanted:  Your friends, neighbours, young folk 
Back in October 2013 RAFA headquarters issued a newsletter to Club Managers within our 
organisation with much emphasis on options of how to recruit new members. The lack of active 
and former service personnel is putting the scope firmly on recruiting the so-called ‘Associate 

Members’, i.e. all those with no RAF background but interested in the RAF or willing to support 
RAFA. Supporting RAFA’s charitable causes can mean, paying membership fees, come for a 

drink to your local club, attend Wings Appeal events or – most valuable – become an active 
Welfare Supporter on local level. Your RAFA Branch and Club would be extremely grateful if all 
its current members, i.e. you,  could convince people they know to join our Branch and get 
involved. Please give it a try and spread the word about our good causes. Membership forms 
can be obtained from Bert Fane, Evelyn Klein or at the club. Good luck and many thanks! 

NEW 

MEMBERS 
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Evelyn Klein 

 

 

 

 Please support the Wings Appeal in 2014 
Kenley & Caterham’s 2013 Wings Appeal kicked-off with a Fish & Chips event in 
April at the Portcullis Club and the programme went on until the end of November. 
The last collection took place at the Church Walk Centre in Caterham. Some 
pictures of this and other autumn events can be found on pages 6 and 7 of this 
newsletter. A BIG THANK YOU goes to all who volunteered or donated or did 
even both. A special mention is due to 285 and 450 Squadrons ATC. Their Air 
Cadets raised more than £700 in the Battle-of-Britain week in September. The final 
amount our Branch was able to transfer to HQ in Leicester reached almost £4,000. 

This year’s campaign will start again with a Fish & Chips event at the Portcullis 
Club on 15th March at 12 noon. After lunch local beekeeper Tim Burke will give us 
a lecture with some sweet samples on offer. For more details on this event and 

how to register please turn over to page 4. Beyond this I have already secured the following dates for collections.  

The first is at Tesco in Caterham on Friday, 21st March. We have permission to collect between 9am and 6pm and I 
am still looking for more volunteers to staff this event. So, if you can spare 2 or more hours on this date please contact 
me asap. My aim is to form teams of two to do a 2 or 3 hours slot on the day.  

The next planned event is at the Church Walk Centre in Caterham on Easter Saturday, between 10am and 4pm. If 
you would like to help me with our Wings stall please let me know. 

On 10th May between 3pm and 6pm we will have a “Brew for the Few” at the Portcullis Club. Chris Baguley will 
be our guest and inform and update us on the “Kenley Revival Project” (see also last page of this newsletter).  

More on future events in the next newsletter, which is due in April. Again, if you would like to get more information on 
any Wings Appeal events or want to register or volunteer, I would be pleased to hear from you.  

 Evelyn Klein     Wings Appeal Organiser / Phone: 020 8668 7540 / Email: evelyn@rafa-kenley.com 

Welfare January 2014 
I hope everyone had a pleasant Christmas and new year without flooding and lack of electricity hopefully. 

We ended our year with a super Christmas lunch 19th December 
very generously funded by our President, Mr Frank Stanhope 
OBE, and arranged and organised by our previous HWO, 
Rosemary Stewart.  We thank them most sincerely.  On the day 
all the members signed a card for Rosemary and Frank to 
express thanks to both of them for their kindness.  Everyone who 
attended said how much they enjoyed it. Also, a huge thanks to 
Iris, the manager at the centre and her ladies and gentleman. Not 
for only their hard work with our Christmas lunch but throughout 
the year. 

We start the New Year on a sad note as one of our associate 
members, Jim Ansell, died in hospital before Christmas and the 
funeral was held over to January. Our sincerest condolences have been sent to his daughter and family. 

The coffee mornings will commence 30th January at the Old Coulsdon Centre for the Retired. All welcome and thank 
you to all of you who attended last year. 

I wish everyone a happy, healthy, peaceful new year and look forward to seeing you all in 2014. 

Please contact me if I can be of help. 

Vera Harvey     Honorary Welfare Officer / Phone: 01737 823218 / Email: vera@rafa-kenley.com 

Vera Harvey (middle) together with Muriel Pigott 
and Ted Ballam 
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Shameful Dismissals 
Air Vice Marshal Keith Park, a noted fighter pilot of the first World War, had successfully commanded No 11 Group 
of Fighter Command in 1940. During the Battle of Britain he fully recognised the 
importance of the Cloud Control System organised by Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding 
in the late Thirties. With the Battle won, however, while the less successful Luftwaffe 
commanders gained promotion, both Keith Park and Hugh Dowding were summoned 
before a top level inquiry. This was to determine if they should have used fighters in big 
wings like the one led by S/Ldr Douglas Bader in No 12 Group. The 12 Group Commander 
A.V.M. Trafford Leigh-Mallory took the unprecedented step of having Douglas Bader, a 
comparative junior officer, accompany him on the day the inquiry took place. After Keith 
Park had explained the difficulty of forming up large formations in 11 Group and Leigh-
Mallory had given the opposite view, Douglas Bader was allowed to take centre stage to air 
his misguided defensive theories. The result appeared a foregone conclusion, Hugh 
Dowding was given 24 hours to vacate his office and Keith Park moved to Training 
Command, his place taken by Leigh-Mallory! Both had been highly regarded by members 
of the “Few” and their dismissal was resented for long afterwards. Hugh Dowding at 
retiring age took his dismissal with dignity. Keith Park was able later to redeem himself and 
the same defensive methods of 1940 when made A.O.C. Malta in 1942. The Bader Big Wing 
myth goes on even today despite it being established long ago that, although the Wing was sent up 32 times during 
the Battle of Britain, it only engaged enemy aircraft on 7 occasions. Also as well as overclaiming 19. Those 7 times, 
only once did the Wing reach a target area before it had been bombed due to the delays in forming up squadrons 
into a wing. Plus Bader’s obsession with height and attacks out of the sun.  

Tony Harding 

Upcoming events 

Annual General Meeting of Portcullis Club / 11th March 2014 / 20:30 / Portcullis Club  

 

Fish & Chips lunch and talk by Tim Burke    This event is in aid of RAFA's Wings Appeal. 

15th March 2014 / 12 noon / Portcullis Club 

We will enjoy a lovely F&C from Eamon's van followed by a talk of local beekeeper Tim Burke.  
There will also be a raffle.  All proceeds go to the Wings Appeal.  

Admission: £7.50 per person  /  Raffle tickets: £1.00 (single) or £3.00 (5 tickets) 

Registration required: please contact Evelyn Klein (020 8668 7540 or evelyn@rafa-kenley.com) 

It would help us a lot if you register early and pay on registration.  

Please make cheques payable to ‘RAFA Kenley’ and post them to Evelyn Klein, 2 Maryhill Close, Kenley, CR8 5HU 

 

 Annual General Meeting of RAFA Branch / 18th March 2014 / 20:30 / Portcullis Club 

 

 Fish & Chips lunch          All proceeds of this event will be in support our RAFA Branch. 

12th April 2014 / 12 noon / Portcullis Club 

The Club will be open from 12 noon and lunch will be served at 13:00 followed by an Auction.  

Admission: £7.00 per person 

Registration required: please contact Ken Bolton (020 8668 9224 or ken@rafa-kenley.com) 

It would help us a lot if you register early and pay on registration.  

Please make cheques payable to ‘RAFA Kenley’ and post them to Ken Bolton, 178 Whyteleafe Hill, Whyteleafe, CR3 0AF 
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How are the bees keeping in Surrey? 
Tim Burke is going to tell us! 

Ë!
+
!
!
+
$
!
!
!
Ì

P
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
0
0
0
0
0
1
/
3
/
5



Before the RAF Tribute on Kenley Airfield: 
Mike Roach, RAFA Branch Chairman and 
Councillor Yvette Hopley, the Mayor of the 
London Borough of Croydon (top right) 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fenemore visitors from the USA 
On 15th October 1940, Flight Sergeant Stanley Fenemore was killed when his Hawker Hurricane crashed at 
South Godstone. Later aeronautical archeologist, Mr Tony Graves had excavated the aircraft and contacted 
the pilot's family and MOD to arrange for the pilot's burial at the 
family's home church in Liverpool. Nowadays a small memorial marks 
the spot with a bench and information notice, overlooking fields by the 
A22. The pilot’s log book is held at St Nicholas church, Godstone. 
Earlier this year a message was received via our Branch’s website, 
sent by Richard Vose enquiring about the Fenemore crash site. 
Richard, his wife and sister in law, both relatives of the late Sgt 
Fenemore, were about to come visiting from the USA. On 27th and 
28th October 2013 RAFA’s Mike Roach and Graham Brown were 
meeting the vistors. Mike informed them about many facts and details 
of Sgt Fenemore’s fate. Graham led the visitors to the crash site and 
St Nicholas church. A very moving story for everyone involved. 

 

Mayor of Croydon Yvette Hopley and 
Councillor Steve O’Connell join RAFA 

members and their friends at the 
Portcullis Club, RAFA Branch Secretary 
Ken Bolton on the right 
Left: RAFA’s wreath 
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Tasty:  Wings Appeal events in Q4 2013 
 Oktoberfest and talks by Hartmut Klein & Tony Harding 
 RAFA stand at Guys & Ghouls in Church Walk/Caterham 
 Advent Afternoon and Christmas Quiz 
 RAFA stand at Caterham’s ‘Switching on Christmas Lights’ 

 
 

Advent Afternoon at the Portcullis Club 
Some 30 members and guests came to enjoy the delicious Christmas Bakery 
served at the Advent Afternoon in aid of the Wings Appeal on 23rd November 

2013 at the Portcullis Club. A variety of 
cookies, poppy-seed cake and 
Christmas Stollen, all homemade by 
Evelyn Klein, were on offer. Evelyn had 
also arranged a small Christmas Stall 
with handicrafts ranging from hand-
painted silk scarves and teddies to 
Christmas decorations and cards. 

After a good chat over tea and cakes, 
the event continued with more activities. 
Kids were challenged to solve the 
mystery of the identity of two youngsters 
posing on photos dating back to the 1950's. Of course they were 

Evelyn and Hartmut at Christmas events in 1954 and 1957. Next came the highly anticipated raffle with 
some rare prizes. The winning tickets were drawn by our young and very enthusiastic assistants Lotti 
Simms and Aaron Wise. This was followed by a quiz which was all about Christmas. The audience was 
asked to split into two teams, the 'Angels' and the 'Santas', before putting the questions to them. It turned 
out to be the Santas to win the 
quiz slightly ahead of the Angels. 
In the end, everybody was a 
winner. Each of the Santas 
received fittingly a 'Ginger Bread 
Santa' as did the Angels, just 
theirs was a little smaller.  

The afternoon concluded by 
announcing the winning bid of a 
silent auction of a special RAFA 
calendar, autographed by twelve 
RAF WW2 veterans. AND THE 
WINNER IS: Carl Roche of Kenley. His bid was the highest and secured him this rare piece of 
memorabilia. Hartmut thanked Carl for his generous bid of £90 and even topped it up by another £10. The 
money will go towards the Wings Appeal. With this a lovely afternoon with much cheer came to an end. 

Kenley & Caterham 
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Tasty:  Wings Appeal events in Q4 2013 continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Much appreciated... 

 
                            Our RAFA Branch functions only by its volunteers. Many hands contribute and help to  
                        keep the good work up and running. In this column the editor would like to highlight particular 
activities and, of course, those who are behind them.  

Let’s start with a ‘behind the scenes’ activity: getting a piece of 
technical equipment to work – an equipment which is crucial at 
many events. I am talking about our antiquated sound system 
in the Portcullis Club. There is only one genius who knows how 
to make the microphone work or to connect a computer to the 
amplifier, etc, etc? Yes, you guessed it, it is Mike Metcalfe !  

Mike always seems to have the particular cables, plugs and 
mixers in his inventory and - if not - he just  disappears for a 
few minutes and comes back with the needed piece of kit from 
his vast collection at home. Thank you Mike, without your help 
many of the Wings Appeal events would have been a muted 
affair – unthinkable......  

Mike in action  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
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 Tony Harding:  
‘Tales of the Unexpected’ 

Hartmut Klein: 
’Dam Busters’ - 70 years on 
- A visit to the Eder dam - 

19.10.2013 Oktoberfest and talks 
by Tony Harding & Hartmut Klein 26.10.2013 Guys and Ghouls in Church Walk in Caterham 

Carl Roche 
Maggie  
Jones 

Evelyn Klein 

RAFA giving Santa a 
hand switching on 

Christmas Lights at 
Church Walk Centre 

 Evelyn’s Bavarian food served ‘hot’ at the 
Portcullis Club’ 

Carl 
Roche 

Evelyn 
Klein 

Diana  
Metcalfe 

Brian 
Ford 



 

Croydon Guardian 

Ken Raffield and Councillor Chris Wright 
at the Ceremony 

RAFA’s Ken Raffield 
ready for the Ceremony 
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KENLEY REVIVAL PROJECT (KRP) 

The Kenley Airfield Friends Group (KAFG) is a Partner in the Application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a 
substantial Grant aimed at conserving & restoring the remaining historic structures surrounding Kenley 
Airfield, particularly its importance in World War II. 

Chris Baguley Chairman of KAFG informed RAFA that KRP had been successful in obtaining a stage one pass in 
its bid for up to £1 million of HERITAGE lottery funding. The project will include a cataloguing of artefacts, a 
sound archive of interviews with Kenley veterans and enable access through portals on the internet. 

This news comes with a cost. Awards of this nature require a 5% (of the total bid) element from the applicant 
party to match funding. Much of this support will be "volunteer hours" but it is left to KAFG to fund a cash sum 
of £6,000. 

The RAFA Branch is supporting this appeal and asks members, who have not given their support, to make a 
small donation. 

from Ken Bolton, RAFA Branch Secretary 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Donation Form to Kenley Airfield Friends Group re RAF KENLEY REVIVAL PROJECT. 

Send to C/o the Treasurer, KAFG, 129 Old Lodge Lane, Purley, CR8 4AU 

I would like to make a donation to support the "Match Funding" element of the KAFG contribution to the 
project. 

I enclose a cheque for £                              made out to KAFG. 

Name                                                   Address       

                                          

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monies can be transferred directly from your Bank Account by using these details. 

Sort code 20-24-64.  Account No. 73407802.  Account Name KAFG.  Reference KAFG/KRP. 
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