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17th August 
Kenley’s Hardest Day 

21st September 
Battle of Britain  
Sunday 

18th October, 12 noon 
Portcullis Club  
Fish n’ Chips & Talk 

9th November 
Remembrance Sunday 
Find more details of 

forthcoming events inside 

Events  
2014 

 

 

 

Inside your newsletter 

RAFA  
Newsletter 

>>  next newsletter due  mid October / until then get updates from our websites  << 

Annual Conference  
in Blackpool 

 4th August, 11:00 
St Luke’s Church  
100th Anniversary WW1 

Download
Victor Beamish Avenue
Caterham
CR3 5FX
(CR35FX9ZE)
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Editor’s Column 
Dear readers, 
Welcome to the summer/autumn 
edition of our award-winning 
newsletter. Again, much has happened 
since you received the last copy. 
RAFA’s Annual Conference in Blackpool 
and  the  Kenley  Airfield  Heritage  Day 
probably the most notable events. Because of the flurry of 
reports and other articles I was quickly running out of 
space to include the second part of “An addition to Peter 
Flint’s book R.A.F. Kenley” which will now be continued in 
the next edition. So, please bear with me.  
The Annual Conference in Blackpool identified a number 
of priorities for the next year. In short, the organisation 
has to improve a lot on public relations work in order to 
catch up with the perception and profile of other military 
charities. This includes our own Branch and its 
membership too. In this respect may I refer you to the 
article “RAFA – The best kept secret?!” on page 7. As you 
will find, we need more active supporters and volunteers 
to help our charitable aims and work to succeed. With this 
in mind, please take a long and close look at the member 
survey and our new Branch flyer on the last page. Please 
let us, the Branch Committee, have your thoughts and 
responses. Many thanks in advance for your cooperation.  
Perhaps you have already noticed our insertions in the 
latest KENDRA magazine (pages 20 and 32) and on the 
new webpage Streetlife in early June? This is a humble 
start of a hopefully more sustained PR drive by our Branch. 
Talking of PR, please advertise our website to family, 
friends, neighbours and colleagues, to spread the word 
about RAFA. Most of our activities are announced and 
reported here. A vast amount of historical information is 
available. More than 100 articles and illustrations by our 
member Tony Harding are now “online” and can be found 
here:  www.rafa-kenley.com/runway 
By the way, our website is often a point of contact for 
people researching the wartime history of the RAF. 
Recently we have been contacted by Major D. Harwood 
about the record of Battle Honours of 615 Squadron to be 
included in a book he is amending. We could not help but 
he informed us later: “In spite of the Squadron not being 
awarded Battle Honours, their proud war record is 
recorded in the book.“ 

Hartmut Klein  

PS: Expect the next newsletter to hit your doormat in mid October with all 
the details of upcoming events and more reports. 

Branch Chairman’s Column 
Since  my  last  report I have attended, 
with   Cynthia,   the   South   East  Area  
Conference    held   in   March   at   the  
Bracklesham  Bay Holiday Centre, near 
Chichester,  Sussex.   I have  memories 
of this area for in 1947 we had our first 
family holiday there after the war. I re- 
call that the beaches were still covered 
with anti invasion deterrents in the form of lines of 
partially buried 2” metal poles (which could have been 
early steel scaffold poles) all very rusty.  It was on one 
of these anti invasion poles that took a chunk out of 
my knee whilst playing on the beach! The S.E. 
Conference weekend went very well the format similar 
to past occasions with the emphasis being 
Membership, Welfare and Wings results.  The Sunday 
morning outdoor Parade Service went well despite the 
Standard Bearers having a hard time holding on to 
their Standards with a very, very stiff wind blowing in 
from the sea. The parade finished minutes before a 
particularly heavy squall sent all scurrying back inside. 
In May we went to Blackpool for the National 
Conference at the Winter Gardens. Thanks to Evelyn 
and Hartmut, Cynthia and I travelled in their car for 
this rather long road journey to this well known North 
West coast holiday resort. The weather could not have 
been better adding to an excellent conference which 
this year emphasised the importance of Welfare with 
all its many demands and achievements over the past 
twelve months. 
I must congratulate Hartmut for his outstanding work 
as our Newsletter editor enabling us for the first time 
to win the National Cup for the best Branch News-
letter. The cup was presented to Hartmut on the 
Saturday evening by the RAFA President, Air Marshall 
Sir Dusty Miller KBE.   
Heritage Day on the 15th June went well with both the 
Branch & Club participating in this KAFG event. You will 
find reports on this and other events inside the 
newsletter. On August 17th we have The Hardest Day 
to look forward to when the BBMF will be flying over 
Kenley, Battle of Britain Sunday in September and 
Remembrance Day in November all attracting many 
visitors to the Club so do please make them welcome. 

Mike Roach  

Phone: 020 8668 3408 
Email: mike@rafa-kenley.com  
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Phone: 020 8668 7540  
Email: hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 
 



Ron Aspinwall 

 

 

 

Forthcoming events 

Kenley’s Hardest Day, Sunday, 17th August 
11:45 / Fly-past and display by BBMF Spitfire and Hurricane 
12:40 / Fly-past of BBMF Lancaster and Canadian Lancaster 
both fly-pasts are subject to the vagaries of weather and serviceability 

13:00 / Wreath-laying at Kenley Memorial on the Airfield 
The Portcullis Club will be open as normal from 12 noon 

 

74th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
Sunday, 21st September 2014 
11:00 / Service at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe 
13:00 / Parade from the Portcullis Club to Kenley Memorial 
13:30 / March-Past and Service at Kenley Memorial on the Airfield 
14:15 / Bar and Buffet at the Portcullis Club 
We will hold our annual commemoration of the Battle of Britain on Sunday, 
21st September 2014 at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe to be followed by an  
act of remembrance at Airmen's Corner, the war graves within the churchyard.  
Following assembly at the Portcullis Club the Warlingham Pipe Band will lead  
a parade that will march-past the Tribute. 

Surrey Wing Air Cadets will take part at all stations of the Battle of Britain  
commemoration. Their aim is to raise the profile of the ever important Battle of  
Britain event by providing a large contingent formed of not only our 3 most local and but also other Squadrons. 

 
Fish & Fish lunch and talk by Hartmut Klein 
This event is in aid of RAFA's Wings Appeal.  
18th October / 12 noon / Portcullis Club 

We will enjoy a selection of seafood to get in the mood for the talk  

‘Portsmouth vs Bremerhaven – 2 ports with much in common?  
Admission: £7.50 per person  /  Raffle ticket: £1.00 

Registration required: please contact Evelyn Klein (020 8668 7540 or  

evelyn@rafa-kenley.com)     It would help us a lot if you register early! 

Club Chairman’s Report          
The Victory Arms Duo was the first act to entertain us this year on Sunday 11th May. Their re-
creation of the atmosphere in an East End pub during the Blitz of 1940 went down very well with all 
members attending. Their humour, and songs of the period had everyone laughing and singing 
along; we will certainly be booking them again! 
On the Sunday 18th May, the Croydon & District Motor Club finished their ‘Three Counties Tour’  in 
the Portcullis field at 2.30pm. The participating vehicles ranged from a 1936 Alvis to more recent 
Jaguars and Minis; all beautifully turned out. A buffet was laid on by our members and everyone 
enjoyed the prize giving and inspection of cars in the warm sunshine. 
Heritage Day on Sunday 15th June was a great success with many local residents visiting our club 
for the first time to enjoy our hospitality and learn of the aims of the ‘Kenley Airfield Friends Group’ 
to restore WW2 installations on the airfield with Heritage Lottery funding. As the summer unfolds, 
more events are planned, with some yet to be finalised. A full report on these will be in the October Newsletter.  
The success of all these events relies heavily on the Portcullis members who so willingly give their time to run the bar 
and clean and tidy the club and they deserve our thanks and support. 

Ron Aspinwall     Club Chairman / Phone: 07957 197805 / Email: ron@rafa-kenley.com 
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The 40’s returned to Kenley Airfield – Kenley’s 2
nd Airfield Heritage Day  

by Hartmut Klein 

On Sunday, 15th June 2014, people flocked to the second Airfield Heritage Day on the 
Portcullis Field on Kenley Airfield. After much activity in the morning to set-up the 
numerous stands, from 12 noon the visitors started to come in droves. Despite the 
overcast skies the interest in guided airfield walks, the workings of the short wave radio 
station, the memorabilia displayed in the RAFA Portcullis Club, the military vehicles on the 
ground, the Lotus cars, the ‘Air shows’ performed by the Croydon Model Aircraft Club, and 
the various attractions at the stands of International Needs, East Surrey Museum, Bourne 
Society, Surrey Hill Gliding Club, Croydon Astrological Society, beekeeper Tim Burke, 
Kenley Airfield Friends Group and of course us, RAFA-Royal Air Forces Association, was 
immense. Caterham’s town crier Sonia Hunt opened the event officially and went round to 
talk to all exhibitors and attractions. There was “40’s food” on offer for tasting and later Silk 
Road played 40’s music to the delight of the audience. Another part of the afternoon was a 
very successful auction of memorabilia run by (tall) Graham, suitably dressed for the part, 
and assisted by “Sheriff” Paul, raising an excellent sum for the Branch and Property fund. 
We had four RAFA stalls on the Portcullis Field offering a variety of attractions: 

- a raffle to win a ‘7 inch Tablet PC’, 
- to play the ‘Lucky Airbase’ wheel, 
- to taste and buy various sorts of homemade 

cakes and muffins, thanks go to the Kenley 
Valley WI who donated many of the cakes, 

- to browse and buy from a vast array of bric-a-
brac and Wings Appeal merchandise, 

- Bernie and Gwen’s PIMM’s gazebo. 
The proceeds from these stands are benefitting 
RAFA’s Wings Appeal and our Branch Welfare 
directly.  A  big  thank  you  to  all  visitors  who 

attended here and gave so generously to a good cause. Also many thanks to the Kenley 
Airfield Friends Group, who organised this event, and the numerous helpers and 
contributors on the field and in the Club premises.  

This was a great day for the Airfield and our community.  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Sonia Hunt ‘opening the event’ 

Lucky winners 

Evelyn offering homemade cakes 

Beekeeper Tim Burke 

Diana drew the raffle winner 
An aircraft waiting to be refuelled with ground crew 

in the background watching 'action in the sky' 

Auctioneers  
Graham and Paul 

Audrey and Vera selling bric-a-brac 
raffle winner 

Crowds on the Portcullis Field 

Silk Road playing 40’s music 



       RAFA at Old Coulsdon Grange Park Fair by Hartmut Klein 

 

 

 

Welfare Matters 
A group of our veterans went for a weeks respite break in May to Princess 
Marina House. All returned relaxed if not sun-tanned and there will be another 
break in October. If you are interested please let me know. 

Allison and her family, aided and abetted by me, did a car boot sale in Oxted on 
8th June, a very hot day. We managed to raise £104 for welfare! The fish and 
chips lunch on 28th June was also in aid of our welfare account. Ken Bolton 
organised it. The veterans who attended, as well as everyone else enjoyed the 
occasion very much, especially being bossed around by the lovely “Corporal”. 

We have some members including from the committee who have been 
hospitalised or otherwise indisposed recently and we send them our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. 

Vera Harvey 
Honorary Welfare Officer  /  Phone: 01737 823218 / Email: vera@rafa-kenley.com 
 
 

A mixture of rain and sunshine couldn’t spoil 

the fun everybody had at the Grange Park 
Fair on Saturday the 5th 
of July. Old and young 
turned out in great 
numbers and enjoyed 
the variety of stalls and 
the performances in the 
central square. RAFA, 
the Air Training Corps from Coulsdon and 
Selsdon as well as the Kenley Airfield 

friends showcased many aspects of the Royal Air Force and the airfield heritage. Mike Roach, Ken Raffield as 
well as Hartmut and Evelyn Klein were busy to talk to many visitors and of course raise money for our charity by 
selling bric-a-brac, RAFA merchandise and homemade cakes. Hartmut, supported by Willem Buttinger from 
KENDRA, supervised our ‘Lucky Airbase’ attraction, the eye-catching Harrier jet on the turning wheel, which as 
usual was drawing many visitors, mainly kids, to play. 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Allison and Vera 

Manning RAFA’s stand: Evelyn, Ken, Willem, Mike, Hartmut 

Air Cadets of 285 Squadron from Selsdon at our stall 

Ft. Lt. Bear 

RAFA’s pilot ducks 

Action at our stall 
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       A memorable wave 

 

 

 

For collectors only: 8 models assembled and finished by Tony Harding 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our member Tony Harding owns a large collection of WWII model aircrafts. He made all of them himself 
and - as you can see - with great attention to detail. Sadly he can no longer give all his collectables the 
necessary space and attention because of declining health. He has asked RAFA to sell this part of his 
collection and donate the proceeds to RAFA's Wings Appeal. We are honoured by Tony's generous gift and 
offer the models to interested collectors for £80. Please get in contact with Hartmut Klein who will be 
delighted to show you Tony's masterpieces. Tel: 020 8668 7540 / Email: hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Seventy five years on I still have many memories of the 
Battle of Britain when living then near to Croydon 
aerodrome. Not only the bombing raids and overhead 
dogfights but also the numerous take-offs by Hurricane 
fighters from the aerodrome. As they flew usually in 
groups of three low over the rooftops the pilots could be 
plainly seen leaning slightly forward in the cockpits. After 
Churchill’s speech about the “Few” there was increasing 

public awareness of how much depended on those 
pilots’ actions. For instance people within a small group 
in our road began to wave when the Hurricanes landed 
often in ones and twos after combat. For a while it was not known if the pilots were aware of the waving but 
more concerned with making a safe landing instead, perhaps with a damaged aircraft. 

Then came a memorable morning when one Hurricane was in a perfect position for the pilot to be clearly 
seen raising his arm in a brief return acknowledgement wave. All those present began to cheer loudly 
looking on it as something of a bond with them from those who could only remain on the ground watching 
the battles from afar. Some took the wave as being directed to them personally but I have always thought it 
was more for a neighbour’s daughters standing on their lawn where their colourful dresses would be more 
noticeable! Over the years I have often wondered if that pilot survived the Battle of Britain let alone the 
following war years. 

Tony Harding 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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65 SQ Mustang III Thunderbolt P40  Tomahawk ME109E 

ME109C Macci 200 Hurricane Defiant Target Tug 



 

 

 

Standard Observations 
Hi Ladies and gentle folk; how is getting. (Seriously now) Following the death of Mike 
Simpson last year the passing of Chris Baguley could be said to signal the end of an era.  
However, history often shows that “cometh the hour, cometh the man.”  Due to being under 
the weather I did not attend the funeral but as the Standards attendance was not requested 
by the family I did feel much easier in my mind.  Alan Morgan recorded a wonderful synopsis 
of Chris’s life. 
In the last Newsletter I gave my memories of the late John Setter.  My closing observation 
should have read “He was a legend in his lunchtime”.  Unfortunately the recipient of my info 
was not used to my warped sense of humour and printed what was thought to be correct: 
“lifetime” 
I would award full Brownie Points to the group of volunteers who have given freely of their 
time and expertise to refurbish and upgrade our function room; a very good job, set off by the 
resurrected fireplace, it’s put an extra quid on the value of the property and I’ll have to pay 
half a crown to sign in! 
After the death of our long serving Branch secretary, Alan Baker in 2008 I took on the job of 
requesting tickets for members who wish to attend the annual RAF Birthday service at St 
Clement Danes church in the Strand, in March/April.  The ordering game is ‘first come first 
served” and the RAFA’s allocation seems to shrink annually.  If I can have names/addresses 
of interested persons by December I will do my best to oblige.  (Tel 020 86605872) 
Congratulations to Hartmut & Co for finally gaining recognition of our Branch through a top 
class Newsletter. Various editors of our Newsletter have submitted copies for this annual 
competition without success. It’s time to sign off now, so “listening – out”! 

   Ken Sayers 
What is a “Dear John Letter”? by Hartmut Klein 
More than 30 people gathered at the Portcullis Club once again to attend our 
latest Fish & Chips lunch event in aid of our Branch’s Welfare. There was a 

lot on the table, firstly a good portion of our national dish followed by the 
prizes won in the well-stocked raffle. The winning tickets were again drawn 
by little Aaron who shows a great talent in this role. The next thing on the 
table was a quiz sheet with 11 questions relating to the “National Service 

1945 – 1960”. Our Branch Secretary Ken Bolton gave a brief introduction on 
the situation in the late 1940’s and the necessity for a new bout of National 

Service. After the audience had been “conscripted” by Ken it had to pass a 

short drill to practice “Yes Corporal” as the only appropriate response to 
everything Ken was saying from now on. This set the scene for the quiz. The 
questions ranged from “How many Young Men undertook National Service?” 

to “What is a “Dear John” letter?”. The answer to the first was “2.3 million”. If 

you do not know the answer to the other question, unfortunately you have to 
find out yourself by asking one of 
the attendants (see pictures). All 
had a good time and many learnt a 
lot of specific aspects of the good 
old times. Thank you Ken for a 
well received “drill”. Thanks also to 

the audience for their generous 
support of our Welfare fund, to the 
donors of the raffle prices and to 
little “Raffle Master” Aaron who 

was “assisted” by Paul Surma. 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Ken has just "conscripted" the audience! 

Paul and Aaron in action 

What raffle prize do you want? 
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       RAFA – The best kept secret?! 

 

 

 

A sunny Blackpool played host to RAFA’s Annual Conference 
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The annual conference 
is an important event for 
the RAF Association as 
it allows members from 
across the world to 
come together to 
discuss, debate and 
resolve issues facing 
the RAF family. 
A comprehensive report 
about the conference 
can be found on RAFA’s 
main website 
www.rafa.org.uk when 
you log in into the 
members area. 

Nick Bunting, the Association’s 

new Secretary General, took the 
opportunity to introduce himself 
and to give his views on the 
future programme for our 
association, which was much 
applauded by the delegates. 

On Sunday morning at around 9am a parade started at North Promenade. The 
salute was taken by the Chief of the Air Staff, RAF Association President and the 
Mayor of Blackpool followed by a service of dedication at the War Memorial. During 
the service a RAF Tucano display aircraft performed an elaborate flypast. 

Amy & Stuart Robinson 
RAFA’s first Ambassadors 

This year the conference did focus on the 
welfare work carried out by the Association. 
The keynote speakers were Stuart and 
Amy Robinson, who are the Association’s 

first ambassadors. Stuart was badly injured 
in Afghanistan, losing both legs and 
sustaining many broken bones. His wife 
Amy told delegates about their experiences 
as a family adjusting to a new way of life. 

It is vital for a charity like ours to be recognised by the public for both, its fund-raising 
appeals as well as its welfare work. There was a sentiment at the Annual Conference 
in Blackpool that ‘We are the best kept secret in the realm of military charities’. 

Hence the overriding message from the conference was: “get out and talk about 

RAFA, canvass support and volunteers, talk about and explain the good work we 
do”. We ourselves know from many encounters with the public at our event stalls in 

Caterham, Old Coulsdon and even on the Airfield, that many people were not aware 
of RAFA at all, let alone of our local presence and welfare work. 

In order to tackle RAFA’s predicament, the committee has compiled a flyer to 

introduce our Branch and wants to survey our membership for potential involvement. 
Please take a look at the pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter where you can find a 
questionnaire and a copy of the flyer. Please cut the flyer off from the questionnaire 
and use it to advertise RAFA to friends and family. As to the questionnaire, please 
take a moment to complete and return it to us. Many thanks in advance! 

Your Branch Committee 

 



 

RAFA Branch Kenley and Caterham / Member Survey July 2014 

, Victor Beamish Avenue Caterham CR3 5FX   

As mentioned in the article ‘RAFA – The best kept secret?!’ on page 7, your Branch 
Committee would be grateful if you could complete the questionnaire overleaf and 
return it to the address below.  

 

 RAFA Branch Kenley and Caterham 

c/o 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where we meet 
We also run the Portcullis Club, situated on 
Kenley Airfield, where members and their 
guests can meet twice a week and socialise 
as well as discuss forthcoming Branch 
activities. The club house is home to a small 
archive about the RAF in Kenley and 
Caterham showcasing a great amount of 
memorabilia.  

 

RAFA Kenley & Caterham Branch 
We are a friendly group of former RAF 
service personnel and of course people with 
other backgrounds who all share an interest 
in supporting the RAF Family and keeping 
memories alive of those who served in the 
Royal Air Force or the Air Forces of the 
Commonwealth. 
 
This is what we are doing locally: 

- Welfare 

- Raise funds for the Wings Appeal  

- Keep history alive 

- Meet and socialise 
 
Find more about our activities and work on 

www.rafa-kenley.com 

 

Hartmut Klein 
2 Maryhill Close 
Kenley 
CR8 5HU 

Please tear off and keep the flyer below for advertising RAFA 
 

Directions: CR3 5FX / from Salmons Lane West, enter Victor 
Beamish Avenue. There are signs for RAFA, ATC and Gliding Club.  

Portcullis Club 
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RAFA Branch Kenley and Caterham / Member Survey July 2014 

, Victor Beamish Avenue Caterham CR3 5FX   

 I am already an active supporter of our Branch 

 I am happy to be a RAFA member but am not able / not interested in doing more 

 I am not yet actively involved but are able and interested to volunteer in the marked area/s: 

 Wings Appeal Street collections / Attendance at our stall at local community events (outdoors) 
 Organiser/helper at Wings Appeal events (indoors) 
 Organiser / helper at Branch events (indoors) 
 Organiser / helper / driver at Welfare events 
 Welfare assistant (requires vetting) 
 Support the Portcullis Club (maintenance, cleaning, bar staff) 
 Kenley Revival Project Task Force (Archiving / Interviews / Presentations / etc.) 
 Branch / Club administration and public relations 
 I can place and monitor collection boxes in pubs, clubs or other public places 
 With my various contacts, I am willing to advertise RAFA events 
 Other:______________________________________________________ 

Please indicate your age group:          below 50          50-59          60-69          70-79          over 80 

How can we best contact you?   Telephone: ____________________   Email:________________________ 

 

 

 

Welfare 
Our Branch has a voluntary welfare team 
which engages in a great deal of practical 
help for current and former RAF personnel 
and their dependants. The range is wide 
and includes organising monthly meetings 
for veterans and widows, arranging 
holidays or respite breaks for those in need, 
looking after individuals, helping with form-
filling and correspondence.  
 
Wings Appeal 
Our Branch supports the nationwide RAFA 
Wings Appeal by staging charity events and 
collections.  
 
Remembering 
We are taking part in observing local and 
national commemorations such as Kenley's 
Hardest Day, Battle of Britain Day and 
Remembrance Sunday.  
 

Interested? 
With plenty of older people around we are 
keen to stress that we are open for the 
younger ones as well. A glimpse of our 
activities can be found on our website  
 

www.rafa-kenley.com.  
 

If you want to find out more or are 
interested to join, just send an email to 
info@rafa-kenley.com or pop in on a 
Tuesday evening or a Sunday lunchtime at 
the Portcullis Club (directions see overleaf 
or on the website).  
 
RAFA Mission 
RAF personnel and their families dedicate 
their lives to their country. The RAF 
Association’s mission is simple; to ensure 
that their sacrifice does not end in 
suffering, poverty or loneliness. Whether 
it’s an injured airman fighting to get back 
onto his feet, a young daughter missing her 
parent away on overseas operations or a 
veteran needing a shoulder to lean on, we 
are here to help. 
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