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The Dedication  
of 

The Royal Air Forces Association 
 

In friendship and service, one to another, we are 
pledged to keep alive the memory of those of all 
Nations who died in the Royal Air Force and the 

Air Forces of the  
Commonwealth. 

 

In their name, we give ourselves to this  
noble cause. 

 
Proudly and thankfully, 

 

We will remember them. 
 
 
 

The Object of the Royal Air Forces Association 
Article 2 of the Royal Charter 

Is to promote, through the comradeship engendered by 
its members, the welfare by charitable means of all serv-
ing and former members of Her Majesty’s Air Forces, their 
spouses and dependents, together with widows and wid-

However on this occasion the French put their foot, (and perhaps Le 

Frogs legs too,) well and truly in it!  The French Air Force entered one 
of their top secret twin jet Bombers, the ‘Vatour’ by name. Not only 

that but I was subsequently told it had been flown by a lady pilot, 
(perhaps I should refrain from bringing lady drivers into my narra-
tive!) The lady apparently mistook Kenley for Biggin Hill – well, they 

are only 5 miles apart after all! Executing a perfect touch down on the 
main runway from the Guards Depot direction one wonders if a cer-

tain French expletive may have passed her lips as the runway unrav-
elled in front of the speeding aircraft. Bursting through the boundary 
fence the Vatour eventually stopped on Kenley Common. 

When I visited the next day a small huddle of local on lookers were 
being kept at bay by several fearsome and determined RAF MP’s, 

each with an Alsation on tight leash and shoulders festooned with ex-
posed to daylight 35 mm and 120 film rolls. No one was going to get 
any photos of this baby, for sure! 

When I visited the next day a small huddle of local on lookers were 
being kept at bay by several fearsome and determined RAF MP’s, 

each with an Alsation on tight leash and shoulders festooned with ex-
posed to daylight 35 mm and 120 film rolls. No one was going to get 

any photos of this baby, for sure! 
I’m not sure if events were connected but when RAF Kenley closed 
the Spitfire that acted as gate guardian positioned in a circle at the 

top of Victor Beamish Avenue was ‘donated’ to the French Air Force 
Museum on the outskirts of Paris. Maybe one can imagine an indig-

nant French Air Force Commodore complaining to Britain’s Air Minis-
try, “Zut Alors, you dastardly British you moved Biggin Hill and 
caused us to loose the race – we demand satisfaction! 

Ah, well it was many years ago now 

Brian Seddon 

Schoolboy Memories cont’d 



Squadrons former Battle of Britain blast pens on the Whyteleafe side 

of the Aerodrome. Already resident here were the fuselage of a Spit-
fire Mk. 22, serial PK622 I believe, the tubular fuselage structures of a 

couple of Ansons and an Oxford but the most complete was a clipped 
canon wing Spitfire 16, serial TB 885 with the broken stubs of its 4 
blade propeller and its American built Packard Merlin still in place. Our 

highly illegal Sunday afternoon penetrations of the boundary fence on 
the Whyteleafe side allowed us the ability to sit in the cockpit and em-

ulate our heroes of the air. Making machine gun sounds we would 
then swagger from the cockpit claiming two Heinkels and a 109 – 
wonderful stuff! 

Some time later the Lincoln was subjected to a fairly destructive fire 
practice – the airframe was dragged out onto the airfield and a ring of 

oil filled drums was set alight, The emergency crash gong was sound-
ed and the fire and rescue section had been briefed they had to res-
cue crew members trapped in the fuselage. On arrival the solution 

was to completely sever the rear fuselage at the mid upper gun posi-
tion. The now separate bits were returned to the dump when the 

practice ended. “It’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good” is a well 
known saying and for the fire dump Sunday bunkers we soon found 

that the tail plane and rear fuselage balanced on the tail wheel made 
an excellent giant see-saw. We did get a little concerned that the loud 
clangs as the underside of first one fin then the other hit the ground 

may have alerted the RAF MP’s but we were never troubled. The bra-
vado of youth I guess! 

Accidental visitors also occurred, two I remember, both fairly dra-
matic. The first concerned a Meteor twin jet fighter which either 
through an emergency or plain stupidity attempted a landing on Ken-

ley’s shorter cross runway. Never long enough for such a machine the 
aircraft went through the perimeter fence crossed Hayes Lane, (well 

Officer I was driving north on Hayes Lane when I was hit by a Meteor 
– Aye Laddie blow into this!) and ran on to the now grass and weed 
strewn wartime extension behind the Wattenden Arms pub. 

The other received much more publicity as it resulted from The Daily 
Mail newspaper recreating it’s 1900 and something Paris to London Air 

Race. Prizes were offered and British and French entrants took up the 
challenge including ‘official’ entries from the RAF and the Armee de la 
air. I do not remember now the exact year the race was rerun but 

RAF Biggin Hill was designated as the finish line. 

Schoolboy Memories cont’d 

As I type this report we are already five months into the New Year 

and other than a handful of days the weather has remained very cool 
and blustery. I sincerely hope that by the time the forthcoming 

events, such as the Grange Park Fair, Hardest Day and the Kenley 
Fun day are with us these cool conditions have receded to be replaced 
with warm sunshine.   

Ken Bolton and myself had a meeting with Alistair White the organiser 
of the planned Air Day on the weekend of the 7th and 8th of Septem-

ber.  From our conversation there are still some hurdles to cross but 
is hopeful that the Kenley Air Day will go ahead as planned.   There is 
obviously more information to pass on to our members which will be 

made available when known.  
Early May the RAFA National Conference took place at the Devonshire 

Park Centre Eastbourne.  The weekend started with a Rendezvous in 
the Winter Garden Floral Hall for an evening of music and conversa-
tion.  Business started on the Saturday morning but before this com-

plimentary Tea/Coffee was available and the opportunity to meet 
Conference VIPs prior to the opening ceremony.  There were plans to 

have a Parachute drop on the tennis Courts outside the Congress 
Suite but this planned Drop did not take place because of the very 

gusty conditions. 
The Conference opened with the parade of Standards, the arrival of 
guests headed by the President of the Royal Air Forces Association Air 

Marshall Sir Dusty Miller KBE and the Silent Tribute.  The Conference 
was opened by the Worshipful the Mayor of Eastbourne, Councillor 

Mike Thompson who told Conference that Eastbourne was the worst  
damaged town on the South Coast.  He told the story about the cou-
ple who were getting older and never saw their children so one day 

they rang their son and said they were getting divorced.  The son was 
amazed and said they couldn’t do that but the father confirmed that 

they were and put the phone down.  The son then rang his sister who 
said we had better go and see what is happening.  The father said to 
his wife everything is alright we are having the family home for 

Christmas.  The Mayor’s amusing opening address was followed by 
the Minister of State for Defence Personnel, Welfare and Veterans the 

MP for Rayleigh, Essex the Rt. Hon Mark Francois. The RAF Presenta-
tion Team gave an excellent discourse on the work in support of 
37,000 serving personnel and their families.  The Chief of the Air Staff 

Air Chief Marshall Sir Stephen Dalton KCB BSc FRAeS MCMI RAF gave  

Branch Chairman’s Report 



an upbeat talk on today’s RAF and the challenge they face.  Personnel 

numbers currently around 37,000 are expected to fall to 33,000.  On 
a positive note the CAS also spoke about the introduction now and in 

the future of new assets.    
Present membership of our Association is around 65,000 UK and 
Worldwide with 38,000 full and associate paying fees. Membership in 

2001 stood at 101,000.  This reduction is reflected   in subscription 
returns for 2012. Wings Appeal total was the same as 2011 but down 

from previous years. 
As is Traditional Sunday began with the assembly of the parade at 
the Lifeboat Museum, Lower Promenade.  The march past salute was 

taken by the President and Worshipful Mayor of Eastbourne.  The Ser-
vice of Dedication at the Bandstand was conducted by the Chaplain in 

Chief of the RAF.  
Fortunately for all the weather was excellent with little cloud cover 
and the programmed flypast by a Hurricane of the BBMF took place 

on time.  At this moment in time we were standing to attention with 
our backs to the sea, the path of the flypast, and so could only enjoy 

the sound of the aircrafts Merlin engine.  I did take a peek! 
With the difficulties currently besetting our Association at head office 

level this should not detract us in our work in support of Welfare and 
Wings Appeal Aims. In this I ask you all to help and assist our HWO 
Vera Harvey and Wings Organiser Evelyn Klein in their work. Ahead of 

us we have a number of high profile outdoor events where hopefully 
we shall be able to promote, if only in a small way, the work of the 

RAFA in their community. 
Finally I would like to assure you that the Associations difficulties 
both at the financial and  membership levels are receiving urgent 

Head Office attention in order that we may continue to flourish now 
and in the years ahead in all aspects of welfare.  

 

Mike Roach 

Branch Chairman’s Report Cont’d 

These gave way to the RAF’s all jet training regime. The wheel has 

now turned full circle as Elementary Flying Training employs German 
built Grob propeller driven aeroplanes. 

The making of the film “Reach for the Sky” bought Rolls Royce Merlin 
powered aircraft back to Kenley for a short while. A number of flying 
sequences and ground scenes were filmed on or around the airfield. 

Finding Spitfires and Hurricanes to ‘star’ in the air scenes wasn’t easy 
– it was long before the present movement to keep historic aircraft in 

flying condition surfaced. From my end of Eldon road I recall climbing 
the wire fencing surrounding an electricity substation in the cul-de-sac 
that had been built with the council housing estate to madly wave my 

arms and cheer as in twos or threes the Spitfires and Hurricanes 
climbed away from Kenley, props in fine pitch and undercarts coming 

up. Needless to say when the finished product came out on general 
release we all piled in to the ‘Capitol’, later ‘Florida’, cinema in Cater-
ham Valley to see if we could recognise the backgrounds. 

An earlier film, “Angels One-Five” also had extensive scenes filmed at 
Kenley. In the drive for authenticity the producers had to ‘borrow’ fly-

able Hurricanes from the Portugese Air Force as at that time the RAF 
could not muster even one! 

Perhaps the most unusual intended visitor was an Avro Lincoln 4 en-
gined Heavy Bomber – designed as a successor to the WW2 Lancaster 
it was in front line service with Bomber Command up to 1950 when 

the American ‘Washington’ took over for a short period prior to the 
Canberra and the ‘V’ Bombers entering service. I recall returning 

home from school one murky and dank autumn afternoon and as I got 
closer to Eldon Road the sound of a circling multi engine aircraft grew 
louder. Turning the corner from Gordon Road I was amazed to see the 

unmistakeable outline low above the tree tops. Transfixed I watched 
and listened as several circuits of Kenley were flown – I guessed the 

pilot was sizing up how to get the Lincoln down safely on The 1,000 
yard main runway. The landing must have been made from the Rid-
dlesdown chalk pits direction as after 20 minutes or so it all went qui-

et. 
Subsequently the aeroplane spotters grapevine reported that after 

landing and taxying in fitters and technicians removed the engines  
and all reusable equipment before the airframe was towed over to join 
the other residents of the fire dump. This was adjacent to one of 615  

Schoolboy Memories cont’d 



Hayes Lane approximately opposite where the pedestrian entrance to 

The Tribute is today. The bungalow here, now heavily walled up, had 
been a café in our day and it was usual for us to pool our meagre 

pocket money to buy a bottle of Cherryade to share during our plane 
spotting. 
Continuing along Hayes Lane toward Purley we came to one of the 

former 64 Squadron blast pens to the west of the road – unfortunate-
ly no longer accessible today by dint of earth banks and fencing. This 

provided our spotting vantage point, we would perch on the spines of 
the ‘E’ shape structure whiling away the hours watching the various 
comings and goings on the airfield. John Setter would impart his 

knowledge of what the aeroplanes seen were called – this was re en-
forced when I successfully prevailed on my mother to stump up for 

regular copies of a magazine called “RAF Flying Review”. Exploded di-
agrams, tales of combat, historical articles – it was all there! 
The normal traffic at Kenley was Avro Anson C.19’s – in the early 

years of my Kenley spotting a few Airspeed Oxfords were seen, but 
they didn’t seem to last long. Many years later I learnt they were fair-

ly nice to fly unless you put any sort of load inside them – bit of a lim-
itation that for a twin engined aeroplane. Also resident for a short 

time was 661 Squadron, Army Co-operation flying Auster AOP 9’s. 
Their camouflage scheme contrasting with the peacetime silver of the 
Ansons. 

De Havilland Chipmunk tandem two seat trainers were much in evi-
dence – I believe the Station Commander may have had one allocated 

as his personal ‘Hack’. For flying operations it was nearly always the 
main North – South runway that would be used, depending on the 
prevailing wind on the day this meant landing aircraft would come in 

low and slow over the Guards Depot and ‘our’ end of Eldon Road or be 
taking off toward the Depot with flaps and undercarriage retracting.  
During our 1950’s spotting years there were a few ‘strangers’ drop-
ping in for a visit – one was a North American WW2 design called 
‘Harvard’ in RAF service but ‘Texan’ or AT-6 in US service. An ad-

vanced trainer of its day it had a very distinctive aural signature – at 
full revs the tips of the propeller broke the sound barrier! The final 

duo of British built side by side seating propeller driven trainers put in 
appearances – The Boulton Paul ‘Balliol’ and the Hunting Percival 
‘Provost, the latter powered by an Alvis Leonides engine I believe.   

Schoolboy Memories cont’d 
I went on holiday to Spain for three weeks, unheard of.  Nice surprise 

and part of the birthday celebrations. 
The welfare volunteers did a great job while I was away and I thank 

them most sincerely.  They are an excellent team and all work very 
hard. It is rewarding and everyone enjoys helping the veterans 
Whilst I was on holiday I got a referral from a man who lived near by 

and was able to contact RAFA, Benalmadena on his behalf to visit him. 
He was a pilot in WW2 and has recently written a book which I was 

privileged to read. He and his daughter said they felt so much better 
knowing there was someone they could contact and talk to. 
Age is catching up with a lot of our veterans and therefore we have 

some who are quite unwell and their health is deteriorating. 
One has recently had to have a leg amputated which is so traumatic 

at any age. The patient is doing well and has a wonderfully supportive 
family who visit daily. 
Part of our job in welfare is to keep in touch with the veteran and fam-

ily and to offer support in whatever way we can. 
We do have a number of members who do not have any relatives as 

they never had siblings or children of their own. We keep an extra 
special eye on them. 

We are still gaining new members and getting requests to join or for 
help or respite break at Princess Marina House. Even a request to re-
move a billiard table but we won’t go into that! 

I have just got the dates for later this year 5-12 November 2013 when 
there will be a group going from Kenley. 

If anyone is interested in having a break at PMH or any other site 
please get in touch with me. 
Recently I have been told about older members who have not been 

seen at the club for sometime. I have been able to contact them and 
check that they are alright or if there is anything they need. 

If you know of anyone who hasn’t been seen for a while or you know 
requires some assistance let me know and I will follow it up. 
Also may I ask that if any one reading this hasn’t been to the club for 

a while maybe you could contact us?  It is easy to assume all is well 
when it isn’t so if you don’t tell us we don’t know.  We would be 

pleased to hear from you. 

Working Welfare 



Conversely you may wish to ask question about volunteering. 

There is all sorts of help we need.  So even if you just want to enquire 
that is ok, you won’t be forced to take the Kings shilling.. 

My details are:. 
VERA HARVEY 
12 KENTWYNS RISE  

SOUTH NUTFIELD 
REDHILL 

SURREY 
RH1 4JP 
 

PHONE: 01737 823218 
 

Email: harvey.vera@gmail.com  
 
I have had quite a lot of “help” this morning writing this.  My cat has 

been using the key board as a short cut to get in and out of the 
lounge window. 

Any mistakes are down to her! 

 

Vera Harvey. Hon Asst Welfare Officer 

Working Welfare Cont’d 
As a lad growing up in Eldon Road, Caterham Hill, I had two main 

‘interests – hadn’t yet discovered about those mysterious creatures 
called “girls”, - these were steam railway locomotives and aeroplanes. 

The steam locomotive bit came from an older cousin who lived with 
my Mother and I following the demise of his own mother, my mums 
elder sister, some years previously. 

My cousin would travel the British Railways network when ever he 
could afford to do so, photographing and recording steam trains and 

their workings. When my mother deemed I was responsible enough I 
was allowed Saturday train spotting trips to London Bridge and Clap-
ham Junction Stations. Armed with a pocket notebook and a pencil, a 

bottle of R. Whites Lemonade and a Lyons chocolate cup cake I would 
be set up for the days activity. 

A whole day would pass as I jotted down locomotive numbers in my 
little book plus the time of day I spotted them and if they were on a 
passenger or goods train or just light engine. Also recorded was the 

direction of travel, “up” if going toward London, “down” if going away 
from London. 

I cannot imagine today’s young persons entertaining this as a worth-
while pursuit but for me it taught geography, mathematics and the 

vital need to be “on time”. 
The other interest was aeroplanes and this was fuelled partly by hav-
ing RAF Kenley on the doorstep. The bottom end of Eldon Road up to 

the junction with Gordon Road had a number of family groups with 
sons of a similar age – I guess we are now known as “The Baby Boom 

Generation”. One of the eldest was John Setter known in subsequent 
years for his involvement with the RAFA Portcullis Club. He was our 
‘Gang Leader’ and he had an overriding passion for aircraft. 

Sundays the gang would congregate at the end of Eldon Road where 
woodland and undergrowth existed. During WW2 Canadian troops had 

pitched tents in the wood and had constructed a winding cinder track 
which connected with Ninehams Road. Years later the wood would be 
cleared and a council estate built there on cutting off this access com-

pletely. So once everyone was aboard we walked the track to Nine-
hams Road and turned right. 

After only a short distance we came to what we knew as “Tickner’s 
Drive” – this was a dirt track heading toward the fields of Coulsdon  
Common. Keeping roughly on a northerly track we went downhill 

across one field then uphill across another eventually emerging on to  

Schoolboy Memories 
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The Sector V.1 Encounters 

After the D.Day landings most people thought that air raids on this 

country would cease but within a matter of days attacks by the V.! 
Flying Bomb had begun.  That resulted in some of the fighter squad-

rons supporting the landings being diverted to meet the new menace.  
One of these 316 (City of Warsaw) a Polish squadron led by S/Ldr B. 
Arct was moved to Friston in the Kenley sector.  This small grass cliff 

top airfield near Eastbourne had been used as an advanced one and 
for emergency landings by damaged aircraft returning across the 

channel.  The Polish pilots flying Mustangs soon settled to their new 
task and had by August 25th destroyed nearly eighty of the flying 
bombs while on anti “Diver” patrols.  Nine of them had been brought 

down by Warrant Officer Stadek Szymanski two of these by using the 
wing tip of his aircraft against the bombs wing to topple them into the 

sea after running out of ammunition.  This was a hazardous under-
taking another pilot of the squadron trying it had jammed the aileron 
of his Mustang and was killed in the resulting crash.  At the end of 

August 316 Squadron was moved away to Coltishall to begin escort-
ing heavy bombers on daylight raids against targets in the Low Coun-

tries.  This was made possible because by then more and more of the 
defence against “Doodlebugs” as they were often called was being 

carried out by Radar Controlled AA Guns successful in that once a 
V.1. had been set on course it did not deviate until beginning the dive 
of destruction.   

Tony Harding 

This year we have started our fundraising campaign in April with a Fish 

& Chips Lunch at the Portcullis Club. It was well received and we had a 
very good turnout. I think the decision to hold only one event per 

month paid off. Our Afternoon tea in May was also well attended and I 
am really looking forward to our next Fish & Chips Lunch at the end of 
June. 

Our Branch is very committed to support the Wings Appeal and by do-
ing this helping good causes like the Wings Story Book. 

This Story Book was created especially for serving RAF personnel who 
are deployed overseas and have to leave their children behind for ex-
tended periods of time. They can now record a bedtime story and send 

it to their children. That makes a big difference to the kids and they 
might cope a bit better in those circumstances. 

For most of the following events I still need volunteers. If you can give 

2 hours of your time on one or more occasions, I would be very grate-

ful. Please call me on 020 8668 7540 or email to evelyn@rafa-

kenley.com and let me know where you can help. You can also talk to 

me on a Tuesday evening at the Club. I will have the timetables for all 

events with me. 

28th July       Kenley Fun Day     (10am – 4pm) 

18th August  Hardest Day  -  with Buffet          from 12pm
    (Everybody brings some food)  
13th September Sainsbury’s Selsdon    (8am – 6pm) 
21st September Pirates Day at Church Walk  

    Centre Caterham      (10am – 4pm) 
19th October   Wings Lunch at Portcullis   (12pm – 3pm) 

    Talk “On the Trail of the Dambusters – A visit to 
    the Edersee” by Hartmut Klein. 
26th  October  Guys & Ghouls Day at Church Walk  

    Centre Caterham     (10am – 4pm) 
23rd  November  Advent Afternoon     (3pm – 6pm)

    Christmas Market. Talk TBA 
 
Street- and Station collections will be scheduled once the permissions 

are in. 
Any support you can give is greatly appreciated.       Evelyn Klein 

Wings Appeal 2013 
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The year 2013 is already half gone and there has been little oppor-

tunity to make use of the club grounds and outside seating area due 
to cold and cloudy weather. So far this year, only two events have 

used the club field; a 50th birthday party with 130 guests on a Sunday 
evening in May. This involved the construction of a temporary stage 
for a Rock Band to perform. The evening was a great success with 

guests able to use the club bar and then camp overnight.  
The 1st Essex Regiment Re-enactment 

Group were also welcomed to the Portcullis 
Club in May. Thirty six of their members 
arrived from all over the UK as well as 

serving members from Germany and Af-
ghanistan. They set up camp on our field 

on Friday evening; Saturday was a day for 
drill practise and preparing a 4 course 
evening meal for the regiment and guests 

on their own field kitchen. The club bar had 
a very busy Saturday evening and the 

guests moved out early on Sunday morn-
ing. 

It should be noted that these events are 
only made possible by our volunteer bar 
staff who freely give their valuable week-

ends to accommodate and look after these groups. Mike and Gwen, 
Bernie and Fred deserve due recognition for the success of these 

events. If any members with bar experience would like to help out, 
their services would be much appreciated; please speak to Mike or 

Club Chairman’s Report 

Portcullis Club members can apply for tickets in advance at reduced 

prices by contacting Ken Bolton on 020 8668 9224 or by email: ken-
nybolton@aol.coms  

Empire Air Day 

Some refurbishment work is required on club premises and the com-

mittee have approved a number of projects. These will be undertaken 
during the summer starting in mid July. The front wall of the club 

room has suffered badly from damp over the years and is to be sealed 
from the outside and then insulated and re-decorated on the inside. 
The kitchen building is to be fitted with 2 new windows and a new 

back door and the whole structure will be re-covered externally with U
-pvc cladding. This work will smarten the exterior considerably without 

changing the character of the buildings. 
If you are able to receive the Newsletter by email, please let me or a 
committee member have your email address and details as soon as 

possible. My email is: ron.home@ntlworld.com       Ron Aspinwall 

Club Chairman’s Report Cont’d 
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