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The Dedication  
of 

The Royal Air Forces Association 
 

In friendship and service, one to another, we are 
pledged to keep alive the memory of those of all 
Nations who died in the Royal Air Force and the 

Air Forces of the  
Commonwealth. 

 

In their name, we give ourselves to this  
noble cause. 

 
Proudly and thankfully, 

 

We will remember them. 
 
 
 

The Object of the Royal Air Forces Association 
Article 2 of the Royal Charter 

Is to promote, through the comradeship engendered by 
its members, the welfare by charitable means of all serv-
ing and former members of Her Majesty’s Air Forces, their 
spouses and dependents, together with widows and wid-



Following many years of dedicated service our HWO Rose-
mary Stewart has slowed down!   As you may know Rose-

mary moved from Surrey towards the end of last year to 

North Devon and quite understandably has found that trav-
elling from her new home to attend commitments here in-

creasingly difficult let alone the travel expenses for a two 

way trip.  
During her time as our HWO Rosemary has always put her 

whole heart and energies into what is a sensitive and at 

times a difficult job.  In addition she also started the very 
popular Saturday Fish & Chip lunches at the Portcullis Club 

and the monthly Veterans Coffee mornings at the Old 

Coulsdon Centre.  We owe a great debt of gratitude to 
Rosemary who certainly put the RAF Associations Welfare 

duties for our area and Branch on the map.  Although 

Rosemary is not officially standing down until the Branch 
AGM in March we wish her a very well earned rest and a 

long and happy retirement in Devon.   

In the meantime Rosemary’s assistant, Vera Harvey, with 
our support and with an excellent team Rosemary had 

gathered around her, this valued and important work will 

continue. 

Branch Chairman’s Report 

Welcome to this first electronic edition and thanks to those mem-
bers who’ve agreed to receive it by email 
 You get a bit of colour and earlier delivery 
 RAFA saves money on printing and postage 
If you use email but get a paper copy of the Newsletter 
please consider the email option. Just tell Ron Aspinwall,  
c/o Portcullis Club, Victor Beamish Avenue, Caterham CR3 5FX 
Phone. 07957 197805 Email: ron.home@ntlworld.com 

Our Club has performed well over the past year attracting 
many new Associate members making a strong foundation 

for the future of our Branch.  We are at point in time, sadly, 

that recruitment of young ex servicemen and women is now 

not possible. This is understandable with the reduction of 

RAF strength over the years compounded by the closure of 

many MOD establishments.  I broach this subject to high-
light the importance and value of our Associate members 

who are in now larger in number than ex RAF.  With the As-

sociations remit of Welfare and help to others the im-
portance of everyone working together is vital. 

With Christmas and the New Year behind us we can look 

forward to some warmer weather, although not now for as I 
type this article a white blanket of snow is all around.  As 

the year progresses though we can look forward to events 

at the Club and later in the year participation in the various 
outdoor activities such as the Kenley Fun Day, Old 

Coulsdon Fair and, if it comes about, an event on the air-

field itself although no details are known at this time.  
Thanks to Evelyn, our Wings organiser,  there are plans to 

hold a number of fundraising  events alongside the very 

popular Saturday Fish and Chip lunches so do please look 
at the Notice Board. 

As most of you may know March is the month when both 

Club and Branch hold their respective AGMs, the Club on 
Tuesday 12th and Branch Tuesday 19th March.  Remember, 

this is your Branch and Club and so your presence on these 

two evenings is extremely important for our future.  
  

I look forward to seeing you all on these occasions.   
        

Mike Roach 

Branch Chairman’s Report Cont’d 

https://mail.oxted.surrey.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=45cc880ee1ea41328beaf224a7d4ac40&URL=mailto%3aron.home%40ntlworld.com


“RAFA OFFERS FRIENDSHIP, HELP  & SUPPORT” 
 

I have been asked to write a piece for the Newsletter about 

Welfare and particularly what we do in our group, Kenley & 

Caterham. We have around fifty veterans, wives, husbands 
and widows. 

When I joined RAFA in 2008 as an associate member and 

volunteer the monthly coffee mornings held at The Old 
Coulsdon Centre for the Retired had already been running 

for some time started by Rosemary. They have proved very 

popular as many of our veterans live alone, are in their 
eighties and nineties and get quite lonely and feel isolated. 

Many have had to give up driving or in the case of some of 

the ladies never learnt to drive in the first place so are 
housebound to a degree. We collect them and bring them 

to the centre which is cosy and comfortable for the morn-
ing, the last Thursday of every month where tea or coffee 

and biscuits are served and they are made to feel welcome 

and all mix and mingle; the place is alive with chat and 
laughter and is enjoyed by all. Many enduring friendships 

are made there. They are then returned to their homes by 

our volunteer driver/helpers. 
We arrange holiday/respite breaks for the veterans at Prin-

cess Marina House, Rustington which are extremely popu-

lar. The care there is second to none and is like staying in a 
five star hotel with extras. Nothing is too much trouble for 

the excellent, caring staff. 

It is a wonderful place to stay, right on the seafront with 
great facilities and entertainment, art classes, coach trips 

to places of interest. All come back refreshed and the first 

comment is usually, “When can we go again?” 

Working Welfare 

We do need volunteers of all types; whatever you can turn 
your hand to. One of the most pressing needs is for driver-

helpers. We would need you the last Thursday of the month 

for about three-four hours tops to get the veterans from 

home to the centre and return them home. You would be 

welcome to stay; in fact we encourage you to have a cup of 

tea or coffee and chat to the vets and meet the other help-
ers.  It really is rewarding when they bestow a sweet smile 

on you and say thank-you so sincerely. It may be their only 

trip out since the last coffee morning, if they have no rela-
tives living near by although we do phone between coffee 

mornings again some of them say that they haven’t spoken 

to someone for several days. 
It would only be a miniscule amount of time for you but 

worth so much to our dear veterans. 

Who knows one day you might be sitting in your little home 
not able to  get about very well and think how grateful you 

would be if someone came to knock at your door to take 

you out for a little while. 
There are over 250 members in our branch so some of you 

must be able to spare that small amount of time. 

You would be paid mileage for petrol. 
Please phone: 01737 823218 

Or email: harvey.vera@gmail.com so that I can give you all 

the information you need and answer your queries. Thank-
you in advance for volunteering. 

 

Vera Harvey. Hon Asst Welfare Officer 

Working Welfare Cont’d 

mailto:harvey.vera@gmail.com


Very little is spoken or written about the humble Racing Pi-
geon and the Ditched Aircrews’ lives saved by these stal-

wart members of the R.A.F. They were used for their ex-

ceptional direction finding capabilities and long distance fly-

ing. Training consisted of transporting them some 20 miles 

from the loft, releasing them, and timing their flight home 

and returning to the loft rather than settling on the roof. 
This enabled them to be caught quickly and the message 

removed from the aluminium capsule attached to their leg 

and the appropriate action taken for the ditched crew to be 
rescued. Aircrew received instruction of the handling of the-

se birds which enabled them to send messages from flying 

aircraft if the on board radio failed. To enable the pigeon to 
be launched from a flying aircraft, it was wrapped in a dou-

ble layer of RAF toilet paper to prevent the slipstream of 

the aircraft from stripping the bird of its feathers when it 
was released via the flareshute. The sensation of falling 

caused the bird to stretch its wings thus breaking the perfo-

rations and allowing the bird to free flight. Most Coastal 
Command Stations had a pigeon loft and pigeon-keepers 

who attended to their every need. 

 
Back to Club Matters: 

Progress is ongoing; requesting estimates from contractors 

to redecorate the Club interior. Suggestions from members 
regarding colours would be helpful – Magnolia seems to be 

popular! 

Due to the change to a cheaper insurance for the same 
cover, the company have said the existing security to the 

window bars and the Fire Escape door to the rear of the 
building are not to standard and must be replaced. We 

know where to purchase some but need some volunteers to  

Bert Fane Says ….. 

fix it; any offers? Sorry I cannot help as my knees won’t let 
me! 

Sadly, I have to report the death of Harry Barrett, a long 

standing Committee member and much valued Editor of 

our Newsletter. A memorial service is to be held for him at 

St John’s Church, Caterham Valley, on March 6th at 

14:30Hrs. He will sadly be missed and a replacement Edi-
tor is urgently needed. 

Just to remind you of the two A.G.M. meetings looming in 

the future, the Club meeting on the 12th March and the 
Branch meeting on the 19th March both starting at 20:00 

hrs. I hope to see you all there; we need your support. 

 

Bert Fane,  Membership Secretary 

Bert Fane Says ….. 



At last, the winter seems to be drawing to a close with 
both the average temperatures, and daylight hours, gradu-

ally increasing. The club had to be closed on two occasions 

in January due to the severe weather; a Sunday lunchtime 

and a Tuesday club night, otherwise, events during the 

winter were well attended and included: 

 
 The Burlesque evening in November proved to be very 

popular with a full house of members and guests who 

were entertained by Miss Rosie Apple and the Silk Road 
Trio.   

 The Portcullis Club Christmas Dinner at the Whyte Harte 

Hotel in Godstone where we all enjoyed a very tasty 3-
course meal with wine, Christmas Crackers, and mem-

bers in fancy dress. 

 The Club Christmas Party held on 16th December. Mem-
bers brought along plates of food to add to a buffet, 

and we were entertained by the ‘Forties Sweetheart’ ac-

companied by Graham’s 3- piece band; a most enjoya-
ble Sunday afternoon in excellent company. 

The first important diary dates in 2013 are the Club AGM 

on 12th March and the Branch AGM on 19th March. It is im-
portant for members to attend these meetings if possible, 

to ensure that everyone’s views can be aired and the elect-

ed committees can then act upon matters raised. Please 
note that there are forms on the notice board by the front 

door where members can propose and second their choice 

of committee members for the coming year. 
A Working Party is planned for Saturday 3rd March to give 

the Clubhouse its Annual Spring Clean. Work starts at 
10am and finishes at 1pm; all volunteers will be welcomed 

with tea and biscuits! 

Club Chairman’s Report 

The  Club Committee are planning a number of events dur-
ing the Spring and Summer which we hope will appeal to 

everyone. These will be detailed in the Newsletter and by 

email. If you wish to receive the Newsletter by email, 

please let me know your email address, otherwise it will ar-

rive by post as in the past. 

 

Ron Aspinwall 

Club Chairman’s Report Cont’d 

Memory 

This memory was contributed in 2004 by Geoff Aspinwall, 
our Club Chairman’s dad, to the BBC’s “WW2 People’s 

War” archive of World War Two memories. 

“I was living in Croydon, and travelled to London to work 
for GEC. 

My dad wasn’t happy with me doing this journey during 

the bombing, and so I got a job locally with Marconi Ra-
dio. It was here that I joined the Local Defence Volun-

teers, as it had been decided that any factory on war work 

had to have their own defence system. I was eventually 
called up to the R.A.F. and went to train in Canada. I 

qualified as a pilot, and went for extra navigational train-

ing prior to transfer to Coastal Command. This was held at 
Prince Edward Island. Everyone just wanted to get home 

and join in the fight. After being away for a year, I was 

drafted back home. Unfortunately, this was changed at 
the last minute to the Bahamas. I didn’t want to go, but 

was told not to “be such a fool”.  Down in the Bahamas 

we learnt to fly American B24 Liberators. Before being al-
lowed to command your own plane, you have to fly as co- 



pilot to an experienced Captain. The Pilot I was assigned to 
had already sunk a U-boat, when I joined the crew in Ice-

land. Iceland was a good location for patrolling the North 

Atlantic and Arctic convoy routes. 

For D-Day we were moved to the 

North of Scotland, where we were to 

close the gap from Norway. We were 
out on patrol when we got a message 

from the captain of the Catalina. He 

had spotted a U-boat, and had tried 
to attack, but his depth charges had 

failed to release. He was therefore 

shadowing the u-boat while staying 
just outside the range of its guns. He 

transmitted the location, and I was 

able to get a fix with our radio com-
pass. We got there and saw the wake, and the Catalina 

just outside range of the U-boat. The U-boat was still on 

the surface and seemed determined to fight it out. 
We moved into the attack. I could see tracer bullets com-

ing towards us from the deck guns. You see the tracer and 

think “it’s too slow to ever reach us” but one shell did hit 
our inboard engine. We continued anyway. I remember the 

U-boat trying to dive, with the gunners still on deck. We 

got them with a perfect group. We dropped six charges, 
and straddled them with three on each side. I remember 

seeing about fifty or sixty bodies in the water. I found a 

reference to it in a book sometime later and it was record-
ed as “sunk with no survivors”. We didn’t think about it at 

the time though. We were trained to sink U-boats and we 
did it. It was a war.” 

Memory Cont’d 

  Your Newsletter – Your Contributions 
Got a photograph you’d like to share with other members – re-
member it’ll be in colour for email recipients 
Tell us how you think the Newsletter could be improved 
Share your thoughts – send us a letter for publication on any RA-
FA, Portcullis or Airfield issue. It doesn’t need to be long but long-
er letters and articles will also be very welcome. 
Contributions to Ron Aspinwall, c/o Portcullis Club,  
Victor Beamish Avenue, Caterham CR3 5FX 
Phone. 07957 197805 Email: ron.home@ntlworld.com 

https://mail.oxted.surrey.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=45cc880ee1ea41328beaf224a7d4ac40&URL=mailto%3aron.home%40ntlworld.com


At 10.45 on a cloudy, breezy Sunday 11th November 2012, St 

Luke’s Church was once again the venue for the annual Remem-
brance service which began traditionally at the War Memorial. 

Our new vicar and chaplain, the Reverend Tim Goode, and the 
choir were on hand as the Standards of the R.N.A.; Arctic Con-

voys; R.A.F.A., Merstham S.C.C, A.J.C., and Pennants of Why-
teleafe Scouts, Guides, and Cubs & Brownies, formed up ready 

for the opening hymn and prayers. The reading of the names on 
the memorial by a member of the R.B.L. and the playing of the 

Last Post by the Sea Cadets’ buglers, while the  Standards were 
dipped for the silence. Wreath laying followed the playing of the 

Reveille, also the R.B.L. dedication, Lawrence Binyon’s lines and 
the Kohima Prayer were said.  

The assembly led by the clergy, proceeded into church. The 
standards were then duly paraded to the altar, after which the 

Rev Goode, welcomed the congregation, observing that the 

church was filled to capacity.  
The principal guests were Mr Sam Gyimah M.P. for E. Surrey 

and his wife, Mrs Sakina Bradbury, Vice Chair T.D.C.,and Mr 
Steven Weigel, the retiring T.D.C. chief executive. With the ap-

propriate prayers and hymns, the choir rendered a lovely an-
them and the first reading was given by Mr Pat Cannon for the 

R.B.L.. Yours truly took the second reading, soon to be followed 
by a profound sermon by the Rev Tim. During the final hymn, 

the Standards were returned to their bearers, who paraded 
them into the choir for the National Anthem and the Blessing. At 

the conclusion of the service, the Standards were paraded out of 
the church. 

The band of S.C.C. Merstham Unit, formed up in Church Road 
for a march through Whyteleafe, but unfortunately, the A.T.C. 

and R.A.F.A members were required to attend the wreath laying 

ceremony at the Kenley Tribute at 13.30pm. At 13.20pm, Sgt C. 
Black No 450 Sqdn Banner Bearer, and myself, led the squadron 

on to the Tribute site where we positioned ourselves at the front  

 Standard Observations 

Every Tuesday  Be Social at the Portcullis  8 pm to 11 pm 

Every Wednesday  Bingo at the Portcullis   8 pm to 11 pm 

Every Sunday   Portcullis Weekend    Noon to 3 pm 

 

12th March   Club AGM    8pm 

19th March  Branch AGM    8pm 

 

29th March  Good Friday     8pm to 11pm 

30th March  Easter Saturday   12noon to 11pm 

31st March  Easter Sunday    12noon to 10pm 

1st April   Easter Monday   Club Closed  

corners of the memorial and turned to face each other. The 

squadron was under the direction of Flt Lt. A. Alexander, adju-
tant, and W/O J. Ward. The wreath laying party were led on by 

Chris Baguley for K.A.D.R.A. Sixteen wreaths were laid, includ-
ing one by Mr Vic Milner, 92, veteran of 615 squadron, stationed 

at Kenley, on 3rd September 1939, assisted by his son. Other 
wreaths were from the Mayor of Croydon, the Chairman of 

T.D.C., R.A.F.A.,W.A.A.F. assoc., no 615 V.G.S., A.T.C., the 
Tribute Committee, and  the Police Force. When the Last Post 

was sounded by P.Feariss, the Standards were dipped, and fol-
lowing the silence, were recovered. Mr Milner recited the Kohi-

ma Prayer, after which, the wreath laying party were marched 
away. The cadets were prepared for the march off which took 

place at 14.15pm, the Standards falling in at the rear, to the 
applause of more than one hundred people. The weather had 

greatly improved by the afternoon, bringing a better feeling to 

the proceedings. 

 
Ken Sayers,  Standard Bearer  

Standard Observations 

For Your Diary …... 



Saturday 27th April  Fish & Chips-Lunch and talk 12pm – 3pm 
     “A Trip Down Memory Lane” by Jill Tassera 
Saturday 11th May  Afternoon tea and talk 3pm – 6pm 
     “The river Wandle” by Mike van der Vord 
Saturday 29th June  Fish & Chips-Lunch and talk 12pm – 3pm
     “The Loyal Tin Soldiers”  by Hartmut Klein 
Sunday 18th August  Hardest Day  -  with Buffet         from 12pm
      (Everybody brings some food)  
Saturday 19th  October Octoberfest – Lunch and talk    12pm – 3pm 
     Speaker to be confirmed 
Saturday 30th November    Christmas afternoon  and talk  
     Speaker to be confirmed 
 
If you would like to attend one of our events then please contact 
Evelyn Klein via telephone: 020 8668 7540 or email: evelyn-
klein@web.de to register.  

The club is welcoming the IMPS Military Vehicle Preserva-
tion Society. They will be bringing their beautifully restored 

vehicles along to display in our field where they will be 

camping for the weekend. They will arrive on Good Friday 

afternoon and stay until Easter Monday. On Easter Sunday, 

the Club will be open as usual at 12 noon and we have 

Kaz, ‘The Forties Sweetheart’ singing for us and the ‘La 
Mouche’ Trio playing. Members are asked to bring along a 

plate of food to add to the free Buffet. If weather permits, 

Peter Unwin will be landing his Gazelle Helicopter in the 
field during the afternoon.  

 Easter Weekend 

Wings Appeal Events 

Branch Committee: 
Chairman    Mike Roach    0208 6683408 

Vice Chairman   Audrey Eldridge   01883 342740 

Secretary     Ken Bolton    0208 6689224 

Treasurer    Gwen Smedley  01883 380604 

Membership Secretary  Bert Fane    01883 347959 

Welfare Officer   Rosemary Stewart   01342 893390 

Wings Officer    Hartmut Klein    0208 6687540 

Club Representative  Maggie Jones    01883 347788 
 

Office Holder: 
Standard Bearer   Ken Sayers    0208 6605872 
 

Club Committee: 
Chairman    Ron Aspinwall   07957 197805 

Secretary      

Treasurer    Philipa Field    07905 101861 

Events Organiser   Bernie Willis    0208 6476325 

Bar Manager    Fred Willis    0208 6476325 

Building Fund Manager  Bert Fane    01883 347959 

Committee Members  Maggie Jones    01883 347788 

      
 

    www.rafa-kenley.com 

Branch Directory 
President: Frank Stanhope 

Vice-President: Ian Croft 

mailto:evelynklein@web.de
mailto:evelynklein@web.de

