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      The money raised will pay for two stone plaques, bearing the engraved names of 
the servicemen who are buried in the War Graves at Airmen's Corner. They will be 

placed inside St Luke's Church on the East wall either side of the East Window. 

A reception for donors and RAFA members will be held at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe Hill,  
on Wednesday, 5th October, from 6.00 to 7.00 pm. 

Reverend Tim Goode will take this opportunity to show participants around the church and church yard (weather 
permitting) and explain the position of the Airmen’s Memorial.  

If you would like to participate please send an email to info@rafa-kenley.com or call Mike Roach on 020 8668 3408. 

Rev Tim Goode 
RAFA Chairman 

Mike Roach 
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More Reports 
+++  Amersham’s WWI Memorial  +++ 
+++  Peter Skinner’s Photo Box  +++ 

+++  Old Coulsdon Grange Park Fair +++ 
+++  ACO Torch Relay came to Kenley +++ 

+++  The Crown in the Garden +++ 
+++  BBMF over Kenley  +++ 

+++  Our Branch at Armed Forces Day +++ 
+++  Battle of Britain events +++ 
+++  A Heritage Day Deluxe +++ 

+++ Malta G.C. - The Siege of 1940-43 +++ 
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Inside your newsletter 
Events  

2016 

 

 5th October, 18:00 
St Luke’s Church 
Reception for donors and 
members 

 29th October, 14:30 
Crash site Godstone 
Sgt Pilot Fenemore Memorial 
Service 

 13th November, 13:00 
Kenley Memorial 
Remembrance Sunday 

 3rd December, 15:00 
Portcullis Club 
Advent Afternoon 

Find more details of 
forthcoming events inside 
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>>  next newsletter due  mid January / until then get updates from our website  << 



Branch Chairman’s Column 
Although there has been marked changes 
in the weather over the past three months it 
has been largely nice and warm which 
certainly helped with attendance figures for 
the popular Car Show and the Heritage 
Day but the inclement weather on the 
previous day for the Coulsdon Fair had an 
overall effect on visitors but despite this the 
Wings Stall did surprisingly well.  In 
contrast The Heritage Day was beautiful 
and sunny attracting large crowds with a subsequent boost 
to Wings takings.  I would like to thank all those who helped 
on the day and I include in this the bar staff who really coped 
splendidly with the queues that at times stretched outside the 
entrance Into the Club and bar room. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
Wings collectors who as always have done a splendid job, 
including the three ATC Squadrons 66, 450 and 285 who 
each year with great enthusiasm do so much for us during 
Wings week. 
You may not be aware but the Branch committee is very 
short of numbers, and it has therefore been difficult to gather 
sufficient members to form a quorum.  I mention this matter 
now for we all know how time goes by and it will soon be the 
AGM again in just over five months time.  This will be your 
chance to make changes and to fill vacancies.  You should 
be aware that without a Branch RAFA Kenley & Caterham 
cannot exist in name. 
The Battle of Britain service and parade went off well and as 
always it was nice to meet the representatives from the 
defence offices of NZ, Australia and Canada and the Chair 
Elect Pat Cannon from Tandridge District Council and from 
the Surrey County Council Sally Marks. There were 10 
wreaths laid at Airmans’ Corner.  Six Standards were 
paraded representing the ATC, RAFA and British Legion.  
Although numbers were perhaps a little low on previous 
years the Sunday Battle of Britain service and day went very 
well and as always the ATC Cadets did us proud both at the 
church and later on the airfield.   I should mention that St 
Luke’s has been re-decorated and notably around the alter 
area where the two war graves plaques are to be hung.  
There will be   more news on how these changes are 
progressing with an update during a thank you gathering of 
donors at the church on the 5th October at 18.00 hours. 
This newsletter will be the last quarter edition for 2016 and 
when I think how busy we have been and what has been 
achieved by Club and Branch over the past nine months with 
the central heating installed and up and running,  the 
meetings and gatherings should be a lot more comfortable 
for all.  The kitchen rebuild is the next major challenge.  This 
work is programmed to start shortly and when completed will 
be a beneficial asset to meet the increasing demands and 
use of the premises. 

Mike Roach  
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Editor’s Column 
Dear Reader, 
You will have noticed that 
this newsletter arrived 
about 2 weeks early. This 
is because many of our 
members were able and 
so generous to give to our 
St Luke’s Memorial 

appeal. As a result of this  
success we have arranged for a reception 
for donors and members at St Luke’s 

Church on the 5th October (details see front 
page) to inform in detail about the new 
memorial. In order to invite you in time and 
allow you to register we decided to come 
out earlier. 
We originally started our St Luke’s Memorial 

appeal back in May this year with the target 
to raise £5,000 by 18th August, the 76th 
anniversary of Kenley's Hardest Day. The 
appeal was well received by both, our 
membership and local organisations. Thus 
we managed to reach our target on time 
and even surpass it. At the time of writing 
we have raised £6,349.14 (including Gift 
Aid) for which we are very grateful. 
However, St Luke's is still in talks with 
various stonemasons to determine a fitting 
layout and pattern for the two plaques and 
of course a favourable price. It appears that 
we will need more money than originally 
estimated. We still have a few pledges 
outstanding and waiting for their decisions. 
We hope and wish that the Bourne Society 
will also join in to contribute to this important 
local memorial, so that St Luke's will be 
able to complete their substantial re-
ordering project with the installation of the 
memorial plaques in time for Remembrance 
Sunday this year. 

I look forward to meeting you at St Luke’s 

Church shortly. Enjoy reading this edition 
and best wishes, 

Hartmut Klein  

Phone: 020 8668 7540 / hartmut@rafa-kenley.com Phone: 020 8668 3408 /  
mike@rafa-kenley.com 
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Forthcoming events 

Sgt Pilot Stanley Fenemore Memorial Service 

Saturday, 29th October 2016 / 14:30 / Godstone 
To mark the 76th anniversary of Sgt Pilot Stanley Fenemore’s 
death, a service at the crash site memorial in Godstone will be held on Saturday, 29th October at 2.30 pm. 
Following the service the congregation will go to St Nicholas Church in Godstone where the log book and medals 
of Stanley Fenemore are held. Members of the Fenemore family will be present at the service. RAFA members 
are warmly invited to attend the service. 
The crash site memorial is located in South Godstone, just adjacent of the A22 (on the left when coming from 
Caterham) in the wood after the junction Harts Lane/Miles Lane. If you plan to attend, please inform Mike Roach 
on 020 8668 3408 in order to organise transport and to get an overview of RAFA’s presence. The Rev. Peter 
O’Connell of St Nicolas informed us that the crash site had become very overgrown but has been recently 
cleared by members of the parish to enable it to be visited again. 
  

Remembrance Sunday 
Sunday, 13th November 2016 
11:00 / Service at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe 
13:00 / Commemorations at Kenley Memorial on the Airfield 
13:30 / Bar and Buffet at the Portcullis Club 

  

"Advent Afternoon" and talk by Hartmut Klein  
Saturday, 3rd December 2016 / 15:00 / Portcullis Club 

This event is in aid of RAFA's Wings Appeal 
After a good old brew accompanied by Evelyn's Christmas biscuits and stollen,  
Hartmut will look back at 2016 and show pictures of this year’s events.  
Come and join us for this special afternoon.  
There will also be a raffle (tickets £1.00). 

Admission: £7.50 per person (includes biscuits/coffee/tea) / Registration required by 21rd November 

Call Evelyn Klein on 020 86687540 and leave a message on the answerphone or email evelyn@rafa-kenley.com 
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Hartmut will reveal 
what Ken was up to 
here!! 



 

 

 

Old Coulsdon Grange Park Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cancelled back in July due to the poor sodden ground conditions, this year's Grange Park Fair finally took place 
on the 10th September, one of the few wet days at the end of this summer. Many stalls were blown away by the 
strong winds and later the rain set in and spoilt much of the fun. However, many people came out braving the 
bad weather. Our stall still got much attention and we mananged to raise some money for our Wings Appeal.  

 

 
 
2016 is the year of the 75th Anniversary for the 
Air Cadet Organisation. To mark the occasion a 
UK-wide Torch Relay was organised that has 
engaged Sqn Cadets from all four corners of the 
country. Coinciding with Kenley’s Hardest Day 

(76th Anniversary) on the 18th August, the Torch 
Relay came to Kenley Airfield. Our Branch  was  
present to greet the Air Cadets on arrival. As 
RAFA is a sponsor of the Torch Relay, we had a 
free prize draw prepared. The challenge was to 
guess 'What is the wingspan of a Red Arrow 
BAE Hawk T1A?'. The correct answer is of 
course 9.4 metres. Eight Cadets guessed 
correctly or came very close. So it was our 
pleasure to present our prizes to the winners: a 
book about Aviation, a box filled with French biscuits, and a lot of RAFA merchandise. Apart from our prize draw, 
the Air Cadets had the opportunity to climb an 'artificial rock' and take part in archery. A barbecue organised by 

450 Squadron solved the 
problem of how to feed 
hungry souls. Shortly after 
1pm the Torch Relay left 
Kenley for their next 
station. 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Mike Roach, Ken Bolton, Evelyn and Hartmut Klein  manning our 
stall. They were later joined by Kirstie Gibson and Vera Harvey. 

Ken Raffield joining the ranks of 285 Squadron ATC once more. He 
originally belonged to 285 Squadron at the beginning of WW2. 

The Crown in the Garden ACO Torch Relay came  
to Kenley Airfield 

The Crown in the Garden 

The torch arrives at 450 Squadron HQ 

Hartmut Klein with 3 of the prize winners 
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BBMF over Kenley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Armed Forces Day - 25.06.2016 
For the third time now our Branch has marked Armed Forces Day by having a stall in Croydon’s North End. As 
on the previous occassions we were supported by our Kenley 450 Squadron ATC. For this we are very 
grateful because it boosts our recognition by the public and hence the donations we receive. Unfortunately the 
weather was not on our side this time. At 2pm a thunderstorm cut our presence short. In spite of this we had a 
good result and would like to thank the public for their generous donations to our Wings Appeal and St Luke's 
Appeal respectively.  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Flight Lieutenant RAFVR(T) Giles Bromley, Evelyn 
Klein and Air Cadet Tyler Nash are ready for action 

Evelyn Klein (left) and Les Benson are being 
supported by Pam Gibbs and Ann Sparshott from 

the RBL South Norwood and Woodside Branch 

Diana Metcalfe and our former 
standard bearer Les Benson at 

'Lucky Airbase' 

The Battle-of-Britain-Memorial-Flight 
has always proved to be a great 
attraction and it has done so again this 
year. Sunday, 14th August at shortly 
before 1pm, the Lancaster 
accompanied by a Spitfire and a 
Hurricane approached Kenley Airfield 
from the east.  After last year’s 
disappointment, when the weather 
didn’t allow the planes to take off, this 
time it did happen and the large crowd, 
old and young, were enthusiastic 
about the planes flying overhead.  



 

 

A newly reordered St Luke’s church greeted the congregation for the 

traditional Battle of Britain Memorial service held on the 18th of September this 
year. St Luke’s vision to reorder the interior of the church bringing our 

remembrance of the fallen of both world wars to its heart was already in parts 
visible. The book of remembrance is now placed to the left of the High Altar 
and the Battle of Britain Memorial window moved to the right of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The two stone plaques bearing the names of the fallen airmen will 
follow in time for Remembrance Sunday in November. These plaques are 
being sponsored by our Branch with the proceeds of our St Luke’s RAFA 

Memorial Appeal. Reverend Tim Goode led the commemorations at St Luke’s 

which concluded at the war graves in the churchyard. In the afternoon the 
parade of the ATC Squadrons of Kenley, Coulsdon and Selsdon as well as 
the Warlingham Flute Band to the Kenley Tribute took place. Reverend Chris 

Thomson of All Saints Kenley 
held the service on the airfield. 
This year we were joined by 
representatives of the Canadian, 
New Zealand and Australian Air 
Forces. 

Battle of Britain Street Collections 2016 
Our ‘Tin Army’ was out again, as is seasonal during BoB week, to collect money 
for Wings Appeal. Under the skilful organisation and co-ordination of Evelyn 
Klein our Branch volunteers Mike & Cynthia Roach, Carl Roche and Brian 
Seddon, as well as our loyal supporters, the Air Cadets from Coulsdon (285 
Squadron), Kenley (450 Squadron) and Selsdon (66 Squadron), roamed the 
streets and supermarkets of the area. Thanks to their efforts a sizeable amount 
in excess of £1,500 was collected. Evelyn would like to extend a sincere thank 
you to our volunteers and the Air Cadets for their time and support. A warm 
thank you also to the public for their generosity.    

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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Battle of Britain Remembrance 
 

inside St Luke’s 

Evelyn Klein, Ken Raffield and Val & Rob Sellers at the war graves 

Coulsdon Squadron Selsdon Squadron 

RAFA Squadron 
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A Heritage Day Deluxe 
A glorious late-summer day provided a perfect setting for the most successful Heritage Day so far on Kenley 
Airfield. The Kenley Airfield Friends organised this Heritage Day on the Sunday, 11th September 2016, to 
publicly launch the Kenley Revival Project. RAFA hosted this event on its Portcullis Field and also participated 
by opening the Portcullis Club to the public. The bar team had a frantic time and sold more than 1,600 pints of 
beer and other drinks. We also ran a stall selling merchandise and bric-a-brac in aid of our Wings Appeal and 
Welfare activities. Vera Harvey offered video cassettes and books to top up the welfare account. Kirstie 
Gibson, Mavis Harriott, Mike Roach and Carl Roche handed out many RAFA windmills to kids and sold 
badges, teddy bears and RAFA ducks to the discerning public.  As usual we had our ‘Lucky Airbase’ game 
available for the younger aviation enthusiasts. At times up to seven kids queued to direct the Harrier Jet  to the 
‘Lucky Airfield’ under the skilful supervision of ‘air traffic controller’ Hartmut Klein.   

 

 

 

 

 

All of that proved to be so popular that we almost ran out of 
merchandise and the ‘Lucky Airfield’ had to be closed early 
because of acute shortage of prizes. However, the 
sweetest  RAFA  attraction  of  the  day  was Evelyn’s Cake  

stall which sold out completely by mid-afternoon. Evelyn Klein spent the day before to bake 12 cakes (incl. 
Black Forest Gateau). Even a last minute supply of left-over cake from the events the day before could not 
satisfy the demand. It is fair to say that nobody of the volunteer team complained when closing time neared 
and footfall eased….. 
By the way, the 2 man band playing to the audience gathered in front of the Portcullis Club did a marvellous 
job. A very  good entertainment! 

Battle of Britain Lunch at the OCC 

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
Portcullis Club 
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It was probably the 15th time 
that a Battle of Britain lunch 
was held by RAFA at the Old 
Coulsdon Centre. This time 
our welfare fund contributed 
to the costs. Thanks to Iris 
and her team at the OCC a 
lovely 3 course meal 
followed by coffee and tea 
was served and enjoyed by 
the 40-strong congregation. 
A big thank you goes to our 
honorary welfare  officer 
Vera Harvey and her helpers 
for organising this much liked 
traditional event. 



 

 

 

MALTA G.C. – The Siege of 1940-43  by Hartmut Klein 
On a recent walk in  
London I discovered  
this tribute to Malta  
which was ‘Placed by  
the George Cross  
Island Association,  
15th August, 2005’ 
on Tower Hill, next to  
All Hallows By The  
Tower Church. 
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… more images of the MALTA Tribute    
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