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 14th August, times tba 
Kenley Tribute 
BBMF Flypast 

 18th August, from 11:00 
450 Squadron ATC HQ  
(near Portcullis Club) 
Air Cadet Organisation’s 
75th Anniversary Torch 
Relay 

 21st August, 13:00 
Kenley Tribute 
Hardest Day 
Commemorations 

 11th September, from 12:00 
Portcullis Field 
Airfield Heritage Day 

 18th September 
Battle of Britain 
Commemorations 
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Branch Chairman’s Column 
I did mistakenly assume that at 
last summer was with us but the 
brief warm spell lasted two or 
three days only to be broken, in 
our area at least, by a severe 
thunder storm and flash flooding.   
With the summer season now with 
us it is the time of year when many 
outside   events   are  taking  place 
(find details on page 2). If you can do please come 
along for it is always nice to see familiar RAFA 
members faces and to have your support.   
Branch wise it has been a fairly quiet period 
although some of us did manage to attend the SE & 
E Conference at Bracklesham Bay in March, and 
Hartmut was our Delegate for the National 
Conference in Blackpool in May. The general theme 
for both conferences revolved around the necessity 
to increase overall membership and the need to 
introduce where possible a younger element into the 
Association. Our Branch although not the largest in 
membership terms is nevertheless a healthy size 
having currently over 300 members but like so many 
other voluntary organisations it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to form a strong cohesive 
committee that can fulfil the obligations of the 
Association.  At present we have a committee of six 
only and it has at times not been possible to hold a 
monthly committee meeting because of the inability 
to form a quorum.  Over the next two or three years 
matters are likely to change and it is up to us now to 
ensure a strong Branch committee continues into 
the future. 
Hartmut has already mentioned in his editorial that 
Kenley & Caterham RAFA is committed to raise 
£5000 to record all those airmen who lost their lives 
in world war two on a stone plaque. Remember it is 
our way to acknowledge all the airmen buried in the 
war graves (Airmen’s Corner) who gave their lives 
from RAF Kenley all those years ago and have no 
listed record of their names inside the church for all 
to see. To all members who have not as yet 
contributed to this very worthwhile cause please do 
so. Thank you. 

Mike Roach 
Phone: 020 8668 3408 / mike@rafa-kenley.com  
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Editor’s Column 
Dear Reader, 
When you read this, the summer 
events season will have kicked off 
in earnest. On Armed Forces Day 
we were present with our stall in 
Croydon’s North End (albeit cut 

short by a thunderstorm). We now 
look forward to a  range  of  events 
on  our airfield (for dates see front page and page 
2). The highlight for most of us will be - without any 
doubt - the BBMF Flypast on the 14th of August. 
However, it would be great to see some support too 
for the other events, e.g. the Air Cadet Organisation 
75th Anniversary Torch Relay (18th August) and not 
least the Airfield Heritage Day (11th September). For 
me, the ACO Torch Relay is the main summer event 
as the Air Cadets are very close to my heart. All the 
ATC Squadrons offer so much opportunity and 
challenge to young people that I cannot overstate it. 
As it happens, the date of the ACO Torch Relay is 
very close to the deadline for our St Luke’s RAFA 

Memorial Appeal, which is the 21st August (the 
Sunday of Kenley’s Hardest Day Commemorations). 

Please see the previous newsletter or our website 
www.rafa-kenley.com for the appeal details. A lot of 
money has already been raised but much more is 
needed to reach our target of £5,000. So, please 
come along to the ACO Torch Relay on the airfield 
to not only show your support for the Air Cadets but 
also for the fallen of both World Wars. I will be there 
to take any last-minute donations and of course to 
cheer on the Air Cadets. If you cannot make it on 
the day, please show your support by donating via 
our fundraising page today with a cheery message 
to the Air Cadets at the same time. You can get to 
the fundraising page via our website and click the 
relevant link or go straight to 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/rafakenley 

What else can I say other than A BIG THANK YOU 
to all who have already donated so generously 
towards the new airmen’s memorial at St Luke’s.  

Enjoy reading this edition and best wishes, 

Hartmut Klein  

 
Phone: 020 8668 7540 / hartmut@rafa-kenley.com 



 

 
 

Forthcoming events 
BBMF Flypast 
Organised by Mike Street 
Sunday, 14th August 2016 / see our website for times  
Kenley Airfield (please gather near the Kenley Tribute) 
 

Kenley stop of ACO 75th Torch Relay Route 
Organised by 450 (Kenley) Squadron ATC 
Thursday, 18th August 2016 / from 11 am / 450 Squadron HQ  
(near Portcullis Club) 

To mark this very special 75th Anniversary year for the Air Cadet Organisation, 
a UK-wide Torch Relay has been organised that will engage Sqn Cadets from 
all four corners of the country. RAFA is helping to sponsor the Torch Relay. 

Coinciding with Kenley’s Hardest Day (76
th Anniversary) on the 18th August this year, the Torch Relay will come to 

Kenley Airfield. Our Branch will be present to greet the Air Cadets who will be staying for a couple of hours. We would 
appreciate if as many Branch members as possible would come to join in. 
 

76th Anniversary of Kenley’s Hardest Day 
Sunday, 21st August 2016 / 13.00 
Wreath-laying ceremony at the Kenley Tribute 

 

2016 Airfield Heritage Day 
Organised by Kenley Airfield Friends Group 
Sunday, 11th September 2016 / 12:00 – 17:00 / Portcullis Field 
Model aircraft displays, free 1940's food tastings, guided heritage walks, live 
1940's music/jazz band, BBQ, teas/coffee and cakes, local trade stands, military 
vehicles, classic vehicles and more 

New for this year: 

 Full size replicas of a Spitfire and Hurricane for visitors to sit in the cockpits 
and have their photo taken for a small donation to the project.  

 Battle of Britain exhibition trailer which contains memorabilia, information and other items for visitors to read through and look at 
plus a re-enactor/educator in RAF uniform to guide people through the exhibits.  

 A land train running around the perimeter track with a live commentary so that those less able to get around can see Kenley and 
learn about the Revival Project. 

Open to the public - no registration required! 
 

76th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
Sunday, 18th September 2016 
11:00 / Service at St Luke's Church, Whyteleafe 
13:00 / Parade from the Portcullis Club to the Kenley Tribute 
13:30 / March-Past and Service at the Kenley Tribute on the Airfield 
14:00 / Bar and Buffet at the Portcullis Club 

 

Kenley & Caterham 
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Portcullis Club 

 

August – October 2016 

Wings Appeal – Fund-raising 2016 / more volunteers are needed for 
 2nd September: Collection at Sainsbury’s Selsdon – volunteers needed ! 
 11th September: RAFA stall at the Heritage Day on the airfield – volunteers needed ! 
 13th September: Collection at Upper Warlingham railway station – volunteers needed ! 
If you can help, please call Evelyn on 020 86687540 or send an email to evelyn@rafa-kenley.com 
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                                                                  How our journey continues!    
                                                                                        by Hartmut Klein 
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The above listed operational goals were outlined at this year’s Annual Conference in Blackpool by Secretary General Nick Bunting. 
The conference continued with a long list of resolutions, which often took a lengthy and sometimes heated debate to finally resolve 
to update, consolidate and streamline the association’s rules, byelaws and the Royal Charter.  One of the high lights at conference 
was an address by Sir Andrew Pulford, Chief of the Air Staff. He gave a comprehensive update on today’s RAF, covering its people, 
operations and aircraft updates. Saturday evening saw the Gala Awards Evening and Sunday morning the traditional Parade to the 
War Memorial where a Service of Dedication was held. A spectacular flypast by a Hurricane concluded the ceremony.  

A comprehensive report of the Annual Conference is available on RAFA’s main website: 

www.rafa.org.uk/what-we-do/news 



 

 

 

F&C Lunch and Talk ‘Headley Court Engineering’ 

A crowd of more than 50 people flocked to the Portcullis Club on Saturday, 16th April, 
to hear about the extraordinary work done by an extremely specialised team at the 
Defence Medical Rehabilitation Centre Headley Court. Flt Sgt Dave Barr and his team 
gave a fascinating insight into how a world-leading service to rehabilitate injured and 
disabled service personnel from not only the RAF but also the Army and Royal Navy is 
being delivered. This even includes the manufacturing of state-of-the-art artificial limbs 
exactly to the specific needs of the patient. This interesting talk closed with a long Q&A 
session and a huge round of applause for the Headley Court team.  
The proceeds of this event, which started with a lovely fish and chips lunch, served 
freshly from Eamon’s van, and finished with a well-stocked raffle, will go to RAFA's 
Wings Appeal.  

 

Club Chairman’s Report 
My midsummer report is mainly an update on the ongoing improvements to our club premises. 
We now have a new central heating and hot water system installed throughout the club which 
will certainly make it a warm and welcoming place to be on cold winter days. The system is 
run on LPG gas from the tank installed behind the kitchen; this has yet to be connected and 
filled with gas. The running costs should be much less than our current electric fan heaters 
which are noisy and have little warming effect. The kitchen refurbishment is soon to start and it 
is hoped it will be ready for events planned in August.  
One of our members, Jason Bird, has suggested that the club should have a defibrillator on 
standby at all times in the clubhouse ready for use in an emergency. This unit will shortly be 
installed in a convenient position in the club and Jason is willing to give members tuition in its 
use. We would like members to be able to recognize the signs of heart attack and feel 
confident in taking the appropriate action which could save a life. Of course, it is hoped that it will never be used 
but it will be there just in case. Most organisations have a defibrillator to hand with personnel who know how to 
use it. Please spare a half an hour of your time, when at the Club to learn how to use it. Jason will soon be 
organizing tuition sessions for members. 
Bernie, our Events Manager, is now posting dates and details of forthcoming events on the noticeboard. 
Amongst these are the Kenley and Caterham Car Show on the first weekend in September. This is the third year 
for this event and its popularity has grown dramatically since 2014. Let us hope the weather will co-operate as it 
has for the last two years! 
I wish you all an enjoyable summer and we hope to see you at the Club at some time during the next few 
months. 

       Ron Aspinwall       Club Chairman / Phone: 07957 197805 / Email: ron@rafa-kenley.com 
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Flt Sgt Dave Barr talking to a packed Portcullis Club Fish n' Chips freshly from the van! 

Ron Aspinwall 

Flt Sgt Dave Barr talking to a packed Portcullis Club 

Picture on the right:    The Headley Court Team outside the Portcullis Club 
FS Dave Barr, Sgt Mark Porter, Cpl Alison Connor and Cpl Mike Greenough 
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About Slipstream: Built in Hull and transferred to Heathrow in 23 giant sections - 78 metres long - 77 tonnes of aluminium -  
Aluminium and rivets hark back to the early days of aviation -  Suspended 20 metres above the ground 

 

 
 

Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Although our 'Fish n' Chips' lunch wasn't expected to cause any harm we had 
called the Air Ambulance before the event. Yes, we are talking about our latest 
lunch event on Saturday, 11th June, at the Portcullis Club in aid of our Branch 
Welfare. Some 50 people gathered to enjoy another lovely dish prepared by 'The Frying Squad', i.e. 
Eamon's well-known F&C van. This was followed by a very informative talk about the work, operations and 
funding of the 'Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance'. Shaida Dorabjee, a volunteer fundraiser of the Air 
Ambulance charity, joined us to talk about the good work done by this extremely specialised ambulance 
team. We even learned about the types of helicopters currently in use and the new generation coming in 
soon. Shaida earned a lot of applause for her talk and the circulating collection tin came back full of 
donations for the charity. As usual our event closed with the much anticipated raffle. Our thanks go to all 
who attended and gave so generously to our Welfare fund and - of course - the Air Ambulance. 

Slipstream at Heathrow Terminal 2 – The Queen’s Terminal 

Kenley & Caterham 
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Shaida Dorabjee with our little  
helpers, Florence and Lotti. 



 

 

 

The End of an Era  by Ken Sayers 
Some years ago, the HQ of Whyteleafe Branch of the Royal British Legion was closed down, 
and with an ageing, shrinking membership, an attempt was made recently to form a new 
branch, but to no avail. When the branch of an ex-Service organisation obtains a Standard, it is 
officially adopted at a Dedication Service at its mother church; by the same token, a branch 
which ceases to function, cannot parade its Standard, which is lodged in perpetuity, at a Laying-
up ceremony in its church.  
On Sunday, 8th May, an appropriate date (the end of hostilities in Europe, 1945) the fine afternoon saw a 
comfortably packed St Luke’s Church, awaiting a parade organised by Mr Pat Cannon of the Royal Naval 

Association, who is currently the Chairman of Tandridge DC. The congregation was made up of the local public, 
members of the R.A.M.C., the Logistic Corps, a detail of Royal Navy and Marine cadets of H.M.S. “Zephyr”, 

Caterham S.C.C., officials and members of the R.B.L. Our R.A.F.A. branch was represented by our Chairman, 
Mr “Mike” Roach and wife Cynthia, also me and daughter Julia. 

A dozen visiting Standards attended, including that of Caterham 
Branch R.B.L. carried by Mr Gwillam Edwards, R.B.L. (ex Welsh 
Guards) and our Standard, carried and escorted by cadets of No 
450 Squadron Kenley. The Standards were marshalled by Ms 
Laura Ashton, Oxted Branch R.B.L., formerly Ladies Section 
Standard Bearer, and for many years winner of the annual 
Ladies Section S/B’s competition, held at Sandhurst Academy, 

which awards the winner the honour of carrying the Ladies 
Section National Standard at the Albert Hall Festival of 
Remembrance. 

It was agreed that I should stand in the aisle, opposite the font, and salute the Standards on their approach, and 
at 3pm, the Standards were duly marched up to the chancel, where the two files were halted, and turned 
inwards. The Old Standard was then paraded in by Mr “Billy” Baynham, R.B.L. (ex Welsh Guards) with escorts, 

and halted between the two files. The Standard was passed to Mr “Mick” Bromley (R.B.L./R.N.A.) long-serving 
officer of Whyteleafe, R.B.L., who handed it to a HQ (Surrey) Official. 

The Rev. Tim Goode, vicar of St Luke’s, 

and traditionally, “C. of E. Padre to 

R.A.F. Station Kenley”, was then asked 

to accept the Standard for permanent 
safe keeping. After the reply of “I accept 

the charge”, there followed a short 

service, with hymns, readings, an Act of 
Remembrance with a bugler from the 
R.A.M.C. playing the “Last Post”, and 

after the 2 min Silence, the “Reveille”. 

The Rev. Goode closed the proceedings 
with the Blessing, after which the 
Standards were marched out, being 
saluted by “yours truly”. 
Throughout the service, two members of 
the R.A.M.C. from Aldershot, paraded 
their Regimental Pennants at the High 
Altar. After photographs at the War 
Memorial, many of the assembled 
retired to Caterham R.B.L. in Town End, 
where about a hundred people enjoyed 
refreshments.  

Kenley & Caterham 

Branch & 
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A visit to Berlin (continued)  by Hartmut Klein 
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This text is taken from an information board 
nearby: 

Berlin-Blockade and Airlift 

The Airlift Memorial, designed by Prof. Eduard 
Ludwig, was unveiled at the Platz der 
Luftbrücke on 10th July 1951. The three  
prongs of the “Hunger-Rake” as it was 

nicknamed by the people of Berlin  
symbolise the three air corridors. 

The memorial is a monument to the Berlin 
Airlift by which the protective powers 
supplied the two million people in the 
western part of the city throughout one of the 
most serious international post-war crises, 
the Berlin Blockade from 24th June 1948 to 
12th May 1949. 

In 277,264 sorties, the “Candy Bombers” 
transported over 1.8 million tons of food, coal 
and other goods to Berlin and took goods 
produced in the blockaded city with them on 
their return flights. The names of the pilots, 
co-pilots, radio operators and transport 
workers who lost their lives during the Airlift 
are inscribed in the base of the memorial. 
They will always be remembered with 
gratitude by the people of Berlin. 

I want to conclude my report with 
images of the Berlin Airlift 
Memorial which is located in a 
green space just in front of the 
now defunct Tempelhof Airport. 
(Images continued on page 8) 



 

 

 

… more images from Berlin    
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In memory of Tony Harding 

AN OUTSTANDING TRIO 

During the Battle of Britain there were three main types Luftwaffe bombers that  
came this far inland and of which I have at least one particular 
memory. 

Firstly of the Heinkel 111 that came down Pampisford Road 
Croydon in sections on a large transporter after being shot 
down elsewhere. Although it had some bullet hole damage 
I have often wondered if it was one of those hostile aircraft 
that were repaired and later flown for evaluation purposes. 

Secondly was seeing one morning in September a small low 
flying formation of Dornier 17s pass sedately over without 
any air raid warning, a single RAF plane in sight, or even a 
gun fired at them. It was learned later this was probably 
due to the sudden overnight change by the Luftwaffe from 

the damaging raids 
on R.A.F. airfields to 
attacking London instead. With an expectation of airfields still 
being the main targets controllers had wrongly put a number of 
fighter squadrons for intercepting some of the raids until the 
change of tactics became fully known. Another theory  then for 
this type of interception failure was that some squadron 
commanders added a few thousand feet to the total given to gain 
height advantage 
but did not seem  

                                          possible for what I saw that day. 

Thirdly was in October when my parents and I were just 
climbing out of the Anderson shelter after the all clear had 
sounded in the early morning when a Junkers 88 flew 
overhead and began firing at airmen billeted nearby as 
they were going across the field opposite as a short cut to 
the aerodrome. After the Junkers had dropped its bombs 
and turned away two Hurricanes of 605 Squadron roared 

over and chased it down to the coast. 
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Please help raise £ 5,000 by 18th August 2016  
(the 76th Anniversary of Kenley’s Hardest Day)  

   for the new Airmen’s Memorial at St Luke’s 
Two stone plaques, bearing the engraved names of the servicemen who died in the two World Wars, will be placed inside St Luke 's Church on 

the East wall either side of the East Window. To the right of the East Window will be the names of all those from Whyteleafe who died in WW1 
and WW2. On the left of the East Window will be the names of all those buried in the War Graves at Airmen ’s Corner. 

To make a donation online: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/rafakenley 
or make a cheque out to "St Luke’s RAFA Memorial Appeal" and send it to RAFA c/o Hartmut Klein, 2 Maryhill Close, Kenley, CR8 5HU 

A BIG THANK YOU for your donations of £2,001.80 so far! (as of 6th July) 
 


